
Social Superstar Spotlight 

The City of Fort Collins: Adopt-a-Family Holiday Energy Project 

As the snowflakes fell and people gathered to celebrate the 2012 holiday season, 

Dr. Rosemarie Russo, the City’s sustainability coordinator was busy thinking about 

fun and inclusive ways to reduce the community’s environmental impact. As a 

result, the Adopt-a-Family Holiday Energy Project was born and manifested 

through the ClimateWise Social Superstars program. 

 

Russo first started thinking about the project while addressing some tough 

questions from students during an energy efficiency lecture at Webber Middle 

School. In particular, one student asked Russo what happens to incandescent light 

bulbs after they burn out or if you upgrade to a CFL. Russo explained the unfortunate answer; they 

typically end up in the landfill, unless you find a way to reuse them. That’s where the Adopt-a-Family 

Holiday Energy Project comes in. With help from enthusiastic volunteers, these burnouts were turned into 

attractive and cost-free Christmas ornaments to be included in a “Not just the Grinch is Green” gift bag 

for struggling families within the community. 

 

By collaborating with students from CSU, Webber Middle School, Rocky Mountain High School as well as 

other organizations and the community at large, Russo’s team rounded up old bulbs and gathered 

together to get creative and decorate! This project allowed participants to see and feel the how a creative 

repurpose project can make a tangible difference. Reportedly, families who received the anonymous gifts 

felt a true sense of faith and pride in their community. 

 

A total of 200 families received the gift bags, which included the decorated incandescent ornament, a 

new CFL light bulb, window insulation, outlet covers and a non-toxic cleaning product. The gifts were 

bundled with a bilingual tag detailing the environmental, economic and social benefits of switching to 

more efficient products. 

 

In 2013 Dr. Russo replicated the holiday energy project. Still working with Webber Middle School 

students and their energetic leader Geoff Schroeder to bring the project to life, this year gifts were 

provided to a different set of residents; families at Crossroad Safehouse and Veterans in single room 

housing. In addition to the original incandescent artwork, winter farmer’s market gift cards and LED light 

replacements were included in the gift bundles. 

 

Russo encourages businesses developing socially responsible initiatives to collaborate with one another. 

Collaboration can increase available resources and strengthen community at the same time. For Russo, 

being a Social Superstar and having a positive social impact benefits an organization in more than one 

way. “Consumers have myriad choices available. When making those choices, they often connect with 

businesses that strengthen the community”, she exclaimed. 

http://www.fcgov.com/

