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William Becker is a senior associate at two think tanks that focus on energy, climate and 
sustainable development issues: London-based E3G and Colorado-based Natural Capitalism 
Solutions. At E3G, Bill specializes in the role of energy and climate change in national security. 
At Natural Capitalism, Bill specializes in sustainable community development. 

Bill also leads The Future We Want, which uses advanced communications technologies to help 
the public envision what life would be like in a sustainable clean-energy society. He is  a member 
of Mikhail Gorbachev’s International Climate Change Task Force; an advisor to OgilvyEarth, the 
sustainability practice of the global communications firm Ogilvy & Mather; and a member of the 
editorial board of the Solutions Journal. 

From January 2007 until January 2011, Bill was Executive Director of the Presidential Climate 
Action Project, an initiative to develop recommendations on how the President of the United 
States can use his current authorities to take action against global climate change.  

Bill served for 17 years as a senior official at the U.S. Small Business Administration and the 
Department of Energy, including a decade as DOE’s Central Regional Director, where he 
administered DOE’s programs to move energy efficiency and renewable energy technologies to 
market.  

He is an internationally respected expert on sustainable community development as well as 
climate and energy policy. He has worked with more than 150 communities to help them 
understand and implement sustainable development principles. Among them are many 
communities that suffered natural disasters, including the Lower Ninth Ward of New Orleans and 
government officials in Thailand as they rebuilt after the tsunami. In 2007, Bill formed and led a 
team of experts deployed by the Department of Energy to help officials in China “green” the 
Olympic Village for the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing.  

Bill’s involvement in sustainable development began in the 1970s when, as the publisher of a 
local newspaper, he proposed and helped implement a pioneering project in which a rural 
Wisconsin village moved from a floodplain and rebuilt as the nation's first solar village. That 
project is regarded as an early model of climate change mitigation and adaptation. His work has 
been featured in several books and television documentaries. 

A former journalist who began his career as a war correspondent in South Vietnam, Bill is a 
prolific writer on energy and climate issues, as well as an engaging public speaker. He is a 
frequent blogger on Huffington Post and Climate Progress, among others. His most recent book -- 
The 100 Day Action Plan to Save the Planet -- was published by St. Martin’s Griffin in New 
York.  


