ORDINANCE NO. 081, 2013
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FORT COLLINS
AUTHORIZING DRYLAND FARM LEASES TO HARRY SAUER ON
LONG VIEW FARM OPEN SPACE, PRAIRIE RIDGE NATURAL AREA,
AND COYOTE RIDGE NATURAL AREA
WHEREAS, in 1997 the City, Larimer County (“County”) and the City of Loveland
(“Loveland”) purchased a parcel of land located in Larimer County, Colorado known as Long View
Farm Open Space, as described on Exhibit “A” attached and incorporated herein by reference
(“Longview Farm”), with the City owning a 33% interest, the County 50%, and Loveland 17%; and
WHEREAS, the City, County and Loveland purchased Longview Farm in accordance with
an intergovernmental agreement dated April 14, 1997; and
WHEREAS, in 2000, the City and Loveland purchased a parcel of land located in Larimer
County, Colorado, known as Prairie Ridge Natural Area, as described on Exhibit “B” attached and
incorporated herein by reference (“Prairie Ridge”), with the City owning a 25% interest and
Loveland owning 75%; and
WHEREAS, the City and Loveland purchased Prairie Ridge in accordance with an
intergovernmental agreement dated March 22, 2000; and
WHEREAS, the City is the owner of a parcel of land located in Larimer County, Colorado
known as McKee Farm, which is part of Coyote Ridge Natural Area, as described on Exhibit “C”
attached and incorporated herein by reference (“McKee Farm”); and
WHEREAS, Longview Farm, Prairie Ridge and McKee Farm (collectively, the “Properties”)
were all farmed by Harry Sauer prior to their acquisition by the City, County and Loveland, and Mr.
Sauer has continued farming the Properties under various leases and lease extensions previously
approved by the City Council; and
WHEREAS, the Properties were purchased for open space and general natural areas
purposes, which would be advanced by the continuation of dryland farming; and
WHEREAS, in 2011 the City conducted a Request for Proposal process for new dryland
farming leases on the Properties, and Mr. Sauer’s proposal was selected; and
WHEREAS the City, County and Loveland have worked together to draft new leases for each
of the Properties that are nearly identical in terms and conditions in order to allow consistency in
management across the three Properties; and
WHEREAS, the lease rate for each lease would be $20 per acre annually for a lease term of
five years; and
WHEREAS, the lease payments for Longview would be retained by the County, the lease
payments for Prairie Ridge would be retained by Loveland, and the City would receive the lease
payments for McKee Farm; and

WHEREAS, copies of the proposed lease agreements are on file in the office of the City
Clerk and are available for inspection; and
WHEREAS, under Section 23-111(a) of the City Code, the City Council is authorized to sell,
convey or otherwise dispose of any and all interests in real property owned in the name of the City,
provided that the City Council first finds, by ordinance, that such disposition is in the best interests
of the City.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FORT
COLLINS as follows:
Section 1.
That the City Council hereby finds that leasing Longview Farm, Prairie Ridge,
and the McKee Farm portion of Coyote Ridge Natural Area to Harry Sauer for dryland farming under
the terms listed above is in the best interests of the City.
Section 2.
That the City Manager is hereby authorized to execute lease agreements for
the Properties on terms and conditions consistent with this Ordinance, together with such additional
terms and conditions as the City Manager, in consultation with the City Attorney, determines to be
necessary or appropriate to protect the interests of the City, including, but not limited to, any
necessary changes to the legal descriptions of the Properties, as long as such changes do not
materially increase the size or change the character of the property to be leased.
Introduced, considered favorably on first reading, and ordered published this 4th day of
June, A.D. 2013, and to be presented for final passage on the 18th day of June, A.D. 2013.

_________________________________
Mayor
ATTEST:

_____________________________
City Clerk
Passed and adopted on final reading on the 18th day of June, A.D. 2013.

_________________________________
Mayor
ATTEST:

_____________________________
City Clerk
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