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Program Steps and Requirements 

  Complete XIP Basics Training  

XIP Basics Training is required to participate in the program. Similar classes offered elsewhere are NOT approved 
for participation in the program. Trainings are held in the spring and fall. Dates can be found at fcgov.com/xip. 

  Confirm Eligibility 

• To participate in the Xeriscape Incentive Program
(XIP) and receive a rebate:
 Projects must be installed at a Fort Collins

Utilities residential water service address.
 Project area and plan must be approved by

program administrators prior to installation.
There will be no retroactive rebates on
projects completed outside of the program.

• Areas eligible for renovating include well-
established, high-water use areas, like traditional
grass OR new construction yet to be landscaped
and built within 18 months of design submittal (will
be verified by submitted before photos). Existing
properties must have verifiable outdoor water use,
subject to a water history check by Utilities.

• Renovation area must measure 300 square feet
or greater.

• Rebate amount is based on total area formally
considered “high-water use” converted to low-
water use area, up to 1,000 square feet.

• A sprinkler system is not required for participation.
• For renovations in the front yard, total front yard

must have a minimum of 50% plant coverage at
plant maturity.

• Examples of common eligible landscape elements
and areas that replace high-water use landscape
include but are not limited to:
 Permeable patios, walkways and paths
 Shrub and perennial beds
 Berms
 Rain gardens
 Native or other low-water turf types

• The following materials will not be considered
eligible square footage for the rebate:
× Vegetable and other annual plantings 
× Raised and/or container beds 
× Impermeable concrete 
× Water features/fountains 
× Trees 
× Artificial turf 

  Enroll in the Program  

• An enrollment link will be emailed directly to XIP
Basics Training attendees following confirmed
attendance. Enrollment requires:
 Utilities account number
 Two “before” photos of renovation area
 Estimated area in square feet

• Before photos must be taken within the last 12
months during active growth season. They may
not be from sources such as the MLS or Google
Maps/Earth. They must be in color and include a
wide view of the property and area(s) proposed
for renovation.

  Submit Design Package 

• Complete Design Packages must be submitted to
xeriscape@fcgov.com by session deadlines listed
on the XIP website. A complete design package
includes:
1. Design Proposal form (link located on XIP

website) 
2. Landscape Plan
3. Plant List
4. Irrigation Plan

• Prior to submitting a Design Package, participants
may choose to schedule 30-minute virtual
meetings with staff for help with irrigation design,
landscape design and native plant selection.
Participants must bring in-progress irrigation and
landscape designs. Meetings must be scheduled
through the XIP website.

http://www.fcgov.com/xip
https://gisweb.fcgov.com/HTML5Viewer/index.html?Viewer=Utility%20Districts
https://gisweb.fcgov.com/HTML5Viewer/index.html?Viewer=Utility%20Districts
mailto:xeriscape@fcgov.com
https://form.jotform.us/70716305629154
http://www.fcgov.com/xip
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  Native Bonus  

• Projects with 80% or more plants native to
Colorado are eligible for additional $0.25/square
foot for a total of $1 per square foot up to 1,000
square feet ($1,000 maximum rebate).

• Native bonus eligibility is determined at design
package review and approval. Eligible native
bonus renovation areas must have a minimum of
50% plant coverage at maturity, regardless of
front vs. backyard.

  Install Landscape  

• Plan your participation based on the seasonal
timelines outlined on the XIP website.

• Design Package must be approved by Utilities
before installation.

• Participants may choose to phase project
installation over several years. The participant
may be eligible for a rebate each year for each
new area of installation. Each installation phase
must occur within the rebate year.

• Have utility lines located for free prior to starting a
project. Request line locates at Co811.org

• By City ordinance, soil amendments are required
for areas that are disturbed or cleared and
planned to hold plants or grass.

• Participants unable to complete installations in the
current program year can request a maximum of
one 1-year extension per participant per address.
Email xeriscape@fcgov.com to request an
extension.

  Schedule an Inspection 

• After the approved design is installed, participants
must sign up for an inspection with Utilities staff.
Inspection times are available May through Oct.
of each program year. Schedule an inspection via
the XIP website or find the link in your plan
approval email.

• Work must be complete prior to the inspection
and participants must be present.

• Inspections are approximately 30 minutes and
consist of landscape and plant material
inspection, irrigation inspection, final
measurements and “after” pictures. A final rebate
is based on the measurement of total area of
converted landscape. Final measurement is
determined at time of inspection.

  Submit Complete Rebate Application and Receive Rebate 

• The rebate rate is $0.75 per square foot of eligible
area, up to 1,000 square feet per year, per
address ($750 maximum). Projects approved for
the Native Bonus will receive additional
$0.25/square foot for a total of $1 per square foot
($1,000 maximum rebate). Rebate will be applied
as a utility bill credit.

• A complete rebate application, which includes the
application form, W9 form, notarized soil
certificate and all project receipts, must be turned
in within 30 days of inspection.

• Soil amendments and a notarized soil certificate
are required UNLESS a Soil Test Report shows
soil does not need amendment. A Soil Test
Report is not otherwise required.

• A rebate cannot exceed project costs.
• Utilities reserves the right to deny a rebate if

inspection reveals the landscape has not been
installed properly or does not match the approved
design package.

• In conjunction with the XIP Rebate, participants
may also apply for Sprinkler Equipment Rebates if
eligible equipment is installed. Receipts are
required.

Questions? 
Visit fcgov.com/xip for more information. 

Contact Xeriscape Program Manager Katie Collins 
970-413-3775 • xeriscape@fcgov.com

https://www.fcgov.com/utilities/residential/conserve/water-efficiency/xeriscape/incentive-program/
http://www.co811.org/
https://www.fcgov.com/utilities/business/builders-and-developers/development-forms-guidelines-regulations/soil-amendment-requirements/
mailto:xeriscape@fcgov.com
http://www.fcgov.com/xip
https://www.fcgov.com/utilities/img/site_specific/uploads/xip_rebate-application.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf
https://www.fcgov.com/utilities/img/site_specific/uploads/XIP_Soil_Amendment_Cert.pdf?1600363165
https://www.fcgov.com/utilities/img/site_specific/uploads/XIP_Soil_Amendment_Cert.pdf?1600363165
http://www.fcgov.com/xip
mailto:xeriscape@fcgov.com
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Design Package Guidelines 

Design Package Requirements 

• Email complete packages to
xeriscape@fcgov.com by your session
deadline. 

• A complete design package includes:
1. Design Proposal form
2. Landscape Plan
3. Plant List
4. Irrigation Plan (if applicable)

• Include description of phasing (if applicable)
• Only complete Design Packages will

be reviewed
• Staff review takes approximately 1 week

1. Design Proposal Form
• Find online form at: 

https://form.jotform.us/70716305629154  
• Must have your Utilities account number
• Fill it out when design is nearly complete

2. Landscape Plan (See Figure 1)

Required elements:

 Must be to scale
 Name, address date, north arrow
 Legend that includes plants
 Location of new and old landscape material

o Plants, drawn to mature size
o Edging, type
o Mulch, type

Reminder: 

• Hydrozone: Group plants with similar water
requirements

• Edging is required between grass and other
areas

3. Plant List (See Figure 2)

Required elements:

 Plant quantity
 Symbol on the plan
 Scientific/botanical name
 Common name
 Hydrozone (VL, L, M)
 Mature Spread
 Mature Height
 Exposure (Sun, Part Sun, Shade)

Reminder: 

• Use “Participant Plant List” in XIP Plant List
Spreadsheet as a template.

• City Recommended Plant List is a great
resource to choose plants  
 

4. Irrigation Plan (See Figure 3)

Required elements:

 Name, address, date, north arrow, legend
 Existing equipment including:

o Irrigation controller
o Backflow device
o Existing sprinkler equipment type and

layout
o Proposed sprinkler equipment type

and layout
 Method and/or location of retrofit(s)

Reminder: 

• Irrigation must be appropriately fitted to
new landscape

• No overhead sprays in shrub beds
• Water new and mature trees
• Hydrozone: Group plants with similar water

requirements
• NO mixed equipment

Questions? 
Visit fcgov.com/xip for more information. 

Contact Xeriscape Program Manager Katie Collins 
970-413-3775 • xeriscape@fcgov.com

mailto:xeriscape@fcgov.com
https://form.jotform.us/70716305629154
https://www.fcgov.com/utilities/img/site_specific/uploads/XIP_Plant_List.xlsx?1624483412
https://www.fcgov.com/utilities/img/site_specific/uploads/XIP_Plant_List.xlsx?1624483412
https://www.fcgov.com/vegetation/
http://www.fcgov.com/xip
mailto:xeriscape@fcgov.com
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Figure 1 - Landscape Plan Example 
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Figure 2 - Plant List Example 
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Figure 3 - Irrigation Plan Example 
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