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3Agenda

1. Epic Homes Overview

2. What is an Epic Rental?

3. What are the benefits to property owners?

• Making the business case for Epic Rentals

4. How do I market an Epic Rental?

• Epic Certificate

• Renter's Guide

5. Questions and discussion

4Vision – Bottom Line For You

• Retain tenants 

• Stay competitive 

• Get ahead of deferred maintenance

Epic Homes sets you 
apart from the pack!
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52018 Bloomberg Mayors Challenge

• Cities identified innovative solutions to solve challenging issues facing 
their community.

• 300+ cities, 8 winners, each awarded $1M to implement their idea.

• Epic Homes won the Bloomberg Mayors Challenge for its proposal to 
bring together energy efficiency and easy financing options with an 
emphasis on health and well-being for Fort Collins homes.

• It also focuses on improving home comfort for low- to 
moderate-income renters by incentivizing rental property owner 
participation.

6

A streamlined, affordable 
approach for home and rental 
property energy efficiency 
upgrades. 
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7Requirements

To Get an Assessment:

• Be a Fort Collins Utilities residential 
electric customer

• Occupy a single-family detached home or 
an attached townhouse that is more than 
one year old

To Get a Rebate and Certificate:

• Complete assessment

• Work with Efficiency Works Homes 
preferred contractors

8Get an Assessment

Discounted $60 Home Performance Assessment 
(a $600 value) include:

• Inspection & testing of home assets
• Detailed report with recommended improvements

fcgov.com/epichomes
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9Your Advisor 

Streamlined Path
• Create good/better/best packages using 

standardized pricing

Home Checkup: Standard Path
• Contractor referral
• Review bids with you
• Project check-in

10Streamlined Path

Top-tier contractor to complete the work

• Trained and mentored to building 
science best practices

• Standardized pricing (skip the 
bidding process)

• Rebates applied upfront

• 100% quality assurance 
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11Home Checkup: Standard Path

Homeowner selects contractor

• Insulation and air sealing

• Windows

• HVAC upgrades
• Air conditioners
• Furnace
• Hot water heater
• Whole house fan
• and more

Full list available at efficiencyworks.org

12Epic Loans

Pay upfront or finance through Fort Collins Utilities with 
easy payments on your monthly utility bill. 

• No money down

• Covers 100% of costs

• Available for up to $50,000

• Attractive interest rates

• Simple, streamlined and easy to qualify
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13Claim your Epic Certificate

fcgov.com/epiccertificate

QUESTIONS?

14
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15What is an Epic Rental?

Your renters are our customers

Epic Homes for Rentals benefits property owners and renters

16Fort Collins Rental Market

• Over 45% of housing units are rentals

• That's 32,670 rental units

• Population trends:

Renter 
proportion

Demand for energy 
efficiency & greener 
options

2019 ACS data
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17Benefits: Stay Ahead of Maintenance

• Avoid emergency maintenance needs

• Improve the performance and extend the 
life of your heating and cooling equipment

• Save money with rebates

18Benefits: Retain Tenants

Energy 
Efficiency

Better Indoor 
Environmental 

Quality

Improved 
Comfort & 
Wellbeing

“The indoor comfort has 
increased tremendously. No 

more drafty house, or inability 
to sleep at night.”

- Janet

“This particular rental was the 
cleanest, most comfortable 
place we have lived in Fort 
Collins. I believe the home 
efficiency improvements 

contributed to that.”
- Matt

“Our house is noticeably 
more comfortable. There 

are no longer areas that are 
not usable at certain times 

of the year.”
- Maia
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19Benefits: Stay Competitive

Since 2019:

• Energy assessment requests for rentals have increased by 183%

• Energy efficiency upgrades for rentals have increased by 88%

20How Renters Ask for “Energy Efficiency” Without Saying the Words

Everyone wants 
to be healthy.
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Everyone wants comfort.

How Renters Ask for “Energy Efficiency” Without Saying the Words

22How Renters Ask for “Energy Efficiency” Without Saying the Words

Everyone wants quality.
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23How Renters Ask for “Energy Efficiency” Without Saying the Words

Everyone wants 
to make a smart 
choice.

24How Renters Ask for “Energy Efficiency” Without Saying the Words

With Epic Homes, everyone can 
be an informed consumer!
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25How Do I Market an Epic Rental?

• Epic Certificate

• Renter's Guide

• Green Leasing

• Marketing toolkit

• Rental listings

26Epic Certificate

After you’ve completed Efficiency Works 
Homes (EWH) upgrades:

• Showcase the added value of your 
efficiency investments to your home 
with the Epic Certificate.
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27Initial Epic Certificate

Assessment = Initial Certificate

Report reflects as-is condition of home.

Existing energy features reflected in 
score and energy costs. 

28Home Energy Score (HES) Asset Based Energy Costs
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29Certificate After Improvements

• Back page of Certificate lists upgrades 
completed through participating EWH or 
Residential Solar program contractors:

• energy efficiency 

• indoor air quality 

• HVAC

• residential solar PV

• Shows before and after HES

• Displays HES generated asset based annual 
energy savings  

30Find Epic Homes in Green Building Registry

us.greenbuildingregistry.com
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31Green Appraisal Addendum in Green Building Registry

us.greenbuildingregistry.com

32Green Leasing Resources

https://www.fcgov.com/greenbuilding/files/sample-residential-high-performance-
lease.pdf?1520366082

• Gross (aka Full Service) lease
• Utility allotments
• Cost-sharing agreements
• Electric and water fixture replacements 
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33Renter's Guide

34Rental Listings

This home has gone through the Fort Collins Utilities Epic Homes program for 
improved energy efficiency. View the Epic Certificate here. We have completed the 
following upgrades to increase the comfort of this rental:

• Air Sealing
• Insulation
• New Gas Furnace
• New Air Conditioner
• New Gas Water Heater 
• Whole House Fan
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35Next Steps & Resources

fcgov.com/epicrentals

QUESTIONS?
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For More Information, Visit

THANK YOU!

fcgov.com/epichomes

epichomes@fcgov.com

38

Backup Deck
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39Join the Epic Real Estate Ally Network

Your opportunity to join the Epic Real Estate Ally Network

• The Epic Real Estate Ally Network is open to real estate agents/brokers.

• Epic Real Estate Allies are trained and knowledgeable about all components of Epic Homes, especially 
the Epic Certificate and how to use it to sell homes.

• Epic Real Estate Allies will be listed on a Network Directory

Marketing Yourself as an Epic Homes Real Estate Ally

Jo McRealtor
Principal Broker, Real Estate Company
Epic Real Estate Ally 
email: jo@realtor.com | phone: 555-555-5555

Promote your Epic expertise on email 
signatures & business cards: 

Real Estate 
Company
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41Participation agreement 

42Next Steps & Resources

fcgov.com/epichomes

41

42



5/12/2021

22

43Epic Rentals

• Provide greater comfort
• Ensure a healthier living environment
• Are more durable and resilient
• Have predictable utilities bills

"This particular rental was the cleanest, most comfortable place we have lived in 
Ft. Collins. I believe that the home efficiency improvements contributed to that."

- Matt S., Epic Rental tenant
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