
Section 3  
Detailed Review of Most 
Frequent Severe Crash Types  
 

Crashes are categorized into a variety of types.  The definitions and explanations are 
detailed below:   

Approach Turn   
Two vehicles traveling in opposite directions, one turns left (or attempts a 
U-turn) in front of the oncoming vehicle and is struck. 

Bicycle  
Any crash that involves a cyclist. 

Fixed Object   
A single vehicle crash where a fixed object other than a parked vehicle is 
struck. 

Overtaking Turn  
Two vehicles traveling in the same direction, the front vehicle turns right 
or left and is hit as the following vehicle tries to pass on the right or left. 

Parking Related  
Any crash involving a parked vehicle or a vehicle entering/leaving a 
parking space. 

Pedestrian   
Any crash that involves a pedestrian.   

Rear End   
Two vehicles traveling in the same direction, leading vehicle struck by 
following vehicle.  

Right Angle   
Two vehicles traveling on perpendicular streets one fails to yield or 
passes a traffic control device and strikes the other. 

Sideswipe Opposite Direction (also side to side opposite)   
Two vehicles traveling in opposite directions, one veers into the wrong 
lane and strikes the side of the other car. This often occurs where a 
vehicle waiting at a STOP sign or traffic signal is struck by a vehicle 
turning right from a perpendicular road onto the road of the stopped car. 

Sideswipe Same Direction (also side to side same)  
Two vehicles traveling the same direction, one vehicle veers into the 
other striking it in the side (usually due to improper lane changes). 

Other  
Other crashes that do not fit into any other category.  
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Crash Types by Severity 
All Crashes by Type 2012 – 2016 
Rear end crashes make up nearly half 
of all crashes. Right angle, side to 
side, approach turn, and parking 
related crashes are the next most 
common types of crashes in the CIty.  
They account for about 80% of all 
reported crashes in Fort Collins.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Severe Crashes by Type 2012 – 2016 
While all traffic crashes are of concern, 
severe crashes (those involving non-
incapacitating injuries, incapacitating 
injuries or fatalities) are of special 
concern. Bicycle, rear end, right angle, 
approach turn, fixed object, and 
pedestrian crashes account for more 
than 86% of the severe crashes in Fort 
Collins.  These six crash types are 
discussed in more detail in subsequent 
pages.   

Note that while bicycle and pedestrian 
crashes make up only about 5% of 
total crashes they make up 31% of 
severe crashes.  
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These map products and all underlying data are developed for use by the City of Fort Collins for its internal purposes only, and were not designed or intended for general use by members
of the public.  The City makes no  representation or warranty as to its accuracy, timeliness, or completeness, and in particular, its accuracy in labeling or displaying dimensions, contours,
property boundaries, or placement of location of any map features thereon.  THE CITY OF FORT COLLINS MAKES NO WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY OR WARRANTY FOR
FITNESS OF USE FOR PARTICULAR PURPOSE, EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, WITH RESPECT TO THESE MAP PRODUCTS OR THE UNDERLYING DATA.  Any users of these map
products, map applications, or data, accepts same AS IS, WITH ALL FAULTS, and assumes all responsibility of the use thereof, and further covenants and agrees to hold the City harmless
from and against all damage, loss, or liability arising from any use of this map product, in consideration of the City's having made this information available. Independent verification of all data
contained herein should be obtained by any users of these products, or underlying data. The City disclaims, and shall not be held liable for any and all damage, loss, or liability, whether direct,
indirect, or consequential, which arises or may arise from these map products or the use thereof by any person or entity.
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