City of Fort Collins Parks and Recreation Department

Air Quality Policy and Procedure

The Fort Collins Parks and Recreation Department wants to ensure the safety and well-being of our participants and staff. In cases of air quality
concerns, the department will take into consideration Air Quality Index (AQl), Levels of Heath Concerns and Health Effects to make a final
decision on the participation in City programs/practices/games and outdoor activities; the department decision will be final!

Air Quality Policies and Procedures

e The Fort Collins Parks and Recreation Staff will work closely with the Climate Action team and monitor the City of Fort Collins Website
that tracks the most current AQl values. In addition, they can use the following websites to check the local AQl.

0 The AirNow website at www.airnow.gov reports local air quality using the AQI. Also, you can sign up to get daily local air quality
alerts by email at http://www.enviroflash.info/.

0 Additionally, air quality forecasts and current conditions are posted online at
http://www.colorado.gov/airquality/air guality.aspx (see example below).
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0 Particulate Matter: Particulate matter related to wildfires generally consists of fine particles (PM2.5), which are less than 2.5
microns in diameter (about 1/20 the width of a human hair). The EPA has set health based standards for 24-Hour averages of
PM2.5, but 24-hour averages often do not reflect the transitory nature of wildfires. In addition to 24-hour averages, 1-hour
PM2.5 measurements are used to monitor concentrations more relevant to wildfire conditions.

If particulate matter measurements are not available, or you do not have access to them, you can gauge the current
visibility conditions to determine the appropriate response for smoky conditions. A determination of visibility is probably



the best instantaneous indicator, but it is only useful if low clouds and weather conditions are not affecting visibility. To
determine visual range, it is recommended that you:

0 Visibility: In most cases, it is possible to approximate visibility with a person’s eye by gauging the maximum distance that objects
can be discerned
= Face away from the sun
= Determine the limit of your visible range by looking for targets at known distances (miles)
= Visible range is when an object you can easily see in the distance disappears
= Use the visibility values in the AQl table above to determine the air quality category

e Based on the readings/warnings and information obtained decisions will be made as followed:

Air Quality Thresholds, Cautionary Statements and Response Actions
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