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ORDINANCE NO. 165, 2025 
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FORT COLLINS 

DECLARING CERTAIN CITY-OWNED PROPERTY AT FOSSIL 
CREEK WETLANDS NATURAL AREA AS A RIGHT-OF-WAY 

 
A. Immediately south of Trilby Road, just west of Timberline Road, lies the 

City’s 229-acre Fossil Creek Wetlands Natural Area (the “Property”).  
 
B. Fossil and Stanton Creeks run through the Property. Where Fossil Creek 

flows under Trilby Road there is an underpass, a bridge, and trail infrastructure. In 
addition, there are two easements along Trilby Road, a South Fort Collins Sanitary District 
easement and a Platte River Power Authority easement.  

 
C. The City seeks to replace the bridge over Fossil Creek (the “Project”), 

permitting future road, bicycle, and pedestrian infrastructure. The Project is also one 
element of the City Stormwater Utility’s comprehensive stream rehabilitation along Fossil 
and Stanton Creeks. The existing culvert under Trilby Road is structurally deficient and 
blocks fish passage and stream habitat connectivity. The Project will restore passage for 
native fish and macroinvertebrates and connect a soon-to-be restored reach of Fossil 
Creek (slated for Fall 2025/early-2026) to an upstream reach slated for restoration in the 
next few years.  
 

D. The Project will use 8,890.61 square feet of the Property as permanent right 
of way (the “ROW Parcel”), shown in the attached Exhibit A. Real Estate Services staff 
completed a Comparative Market Analysis to derive the value of the right-of-way 
declaration at $8,891. 

 
E. The financial value of the ecological benefits of the Project’s stream 

restoration work to the Property far exceed the monetary value of the ROW. Accordingly, 
the City’s Natural Areas program is receiving a financial benefit for the ROW declaration.  

 
F. In order to establish a public record that the ROW Parcel is intended for use 

by the City as right-of-way for a public roadway and related improvements, including 
public utilities, pedestrian, transit, and bicycle access and improvements, landscaping, 
and such other related purposes as may now or in the future be determined appropriate, 
staff recommends that the City Council declare the ROW Parcel to be right-of-way. 

 
G. Converting a piece of property owned by the City in fee simple to right-

ofway constitutes a conveyance of an interest in the property, as doing so creates certain 
public rights in the property that would not otherwise exist on City-owned property. 

 
H. Section 23-111(a) of the City Code authorizes the City Council to sell, 

convey, or otherwise dispose of any interests in real property owned by the City, provided 
the City Council first finds, by ordinance, that such sale or other disposition is in the best 
interests of the City. 
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In light of the foregoing recitals, which the Council hereby makes and adopts as 
determinations and findings, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FORT COLLINS as follows: 
 

Section 1. The City Council hereby declares that the real property described on 
Exhibit A shall constitute right-of-way at Trilby Road, just west of Timberline Road, and 
may be used for related improvements, including for public utilities, pedestrian, transit and 
bicycle access and improvements, landscaping, and such other related purposes as may 
now or in the future be determined appropriate, and hereby finds that such declaration is 
in the best interests of the City. 

 
Section 2. The City Clerk shall cause this Ordinance to be recorded in the real 

property records of the Larimer County Clerk and Recorder's office once the Ordinance 
becomes effective. 
 
 Introduced, considered favorably on first reading on October 21, 2025, and 
approved on second reading for final passage on November 3, 2025.  
 
 
 

______________________________ 
                 Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
Effective Date: November 13, 2025 
Approving Attorney: Ted Hewitt 
 
Exhibits:  A – ROW Parcel 



EXHIBIT A

APPLICANT PROPOSED EVENT
FUNDING 

REQUESTS

CULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT & 
PROGRAMMING

TOURISM 
PROGRAMMING

UNFUNDED 
BALANCE

PERCENT OF 
REQUEST 
FUNDED

ACT Human Rights Film Festival (CSU)
ACT Human Rights Film Festival 2026 $30,000.00 $16,519 $13,481 55%

Community Literacy Center
Walls that Unite Us: Story Exchange Walls $10,000.00 $4,589 $5,411 46%

Fort Collins Mural Project
FCMP: Primed Exhibition $13,500.00 $7,021 $6,479 52%

Fort Collins Museum of Discovery
FCMoD Exhibitions and Programs $30,000.00 $16,519 $13,481 55%

Fort Collins Musicians Association
FoCoMA Annual Programs $30,000.00 $16,519 $13,481 55%

Friends of Traditional Dance
FOTD Contra Dancing & Waltz $4,000.00 $1,958 $2,042 49%

Global Village Musem of Arts & Cultures
The Culture of Self: 2026 at the Global Village Museum $25,000.00 $12,236 $12,764 49%

In Living Colored
The Thanksgiving Play $2,745.00 $1,260 $1,485 46%

Lincoln Center Support League
Arts Education Outreach | School Tour 25-26 $15,345.00 $7,980 $7,365 52%

Opera Fort Collins, Inc.
Season 46 Opera Fort Collins: Bringing Opera to You $28,039.50 $13,724 $14,316 49%

Poudre Heritage Alliance
Capture the Cache Exhibition 2026 $5,000.00 $2,447 $2,553 49%

The YAY! Foundation
YAY! for Fort Collins $19,500.00 $9,544 $9,956 49%

Wolverine Farm Publishing
Wolverine Farm Programming Support $30,000.00 $14,684 $15,316 49%

Community Radio for Norther Colorado (dba The 
Colorado Sound) The Colorado Sound Fort Collins Music Meetings $12,287.00 $0 $12,287 0%

High Performance Dance Theatre
30th Season of Dance $3,475.00 $0 $3,475 0%

Staging Her
Her Stage, Her Story $2,900.00 $0 $2,900 0%

$261,791.50 $118,130 50%

Scores are based on application materials and Fort Fund's "Criteria for Funding."

Totals

FORT FUND GRANT PROGRAM 
Program Support: August Deadline

$125,000

Approved Funding 

Approved/Funded Applications

Unfunded Applications
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