CATAGORY HALL OF FAME
Gene Mitchell

It is an honor and privilege to award
Gene Mitchell with our Hall of Fame #
Award. Mr. Mitchell once said, “There %
is great strength in being willing to

?o broke.” Many personal and

inancial sacrifices are made during large scale projects
as we all know, yet despite this risk, Gene persevered
and envisioned something bigger than him, bigger
than one moment in time. A revolutionary developer
in the 1980s, Mr. Mitchell had the vision and the
boldness to create what is now one of the
community’s landmarks and the recognized cultural
heart of our community, Old Town Square.

He created what may be one of the oldest
continuously successful shopping centers in the
community, Scotch Pines at Lemay and Drake. Gene
and his company also developed the Fort Collins
Marriott on Horsetooth—still a wonderful site and
hotel location in our area.

In 1981 Gene unveiled a plan to turn Old Town into
a viable business district by preserving historic
buildings and building new structures to complement
the original ones.

Gene was also quoted as saying, “If we pull this off
it will be the most important thing that has happened
in downtown Fort Collins for a long while!”.

The Old Town Square project was like a puzzle with
construction of five new buildings, seven renovated
historic structures and the creation of a brick plaza
with fountain, trees and benches.

Today, Old Town Square is considered Fort Collins’
Crown Jewel. We take our out of town visitors there;
we take business people there for lunches; and our
families celebrate special occasions and events among
the flowers, the fountain, the sculptures and now,
pianos!

Scan to download the e-program to
your ibooks to view more photos.
fcgov.com/udaprogram

The City of Fort Collins celebrates great places
and people who create them.

Join us in promoting awareness of the
importance of urban design, and its role in
maintaining and enhancing the quality
of life in our community.
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