


Sugar beels were once grown all over

Morthern Colorado, forming the root of

a key agricultural industry that attracted
both people and maoney to this region
for decades. Fort Colling joined the “beet
boom"” in 1903 when Great Westem
Sugar Company opened a sugar factory
along East Vine Drive.




Sugar bepels are finicky. They reguine precise planting, thinming,
and harvesting, and thus a large labor force. Great Western Sugar
aetively recruited peogle 1o Morthern Colorada Lo wark the

beet fields, including Germans from Russia and people from the
Southwestern Uinited States and Mexico. Mamy of these workers
lived in Buckingham, Andersonville, and Alta Vista. These three
nedghirorhoods (Las Tres Colondas) near Wine Drive and Lamay

Avenue still retain many unique historic features.



T Lory | 954 after
struggling with years of drought conditions, high
perasduiction costs, and Increased competition from

cheaper sugar sources like cane sugar and corn

syrup. The sugar beet industry and the contributions
of the people who warked in the fields and factories
indelibily shaped the character of Fort Collins:
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