
[Type the abstract of the document here. The abstract is typically a short summary of the contents of 
the document. Type the abstract of the document here. The abstract is typically a short summary of the 
contents of the document.] 







 
 

 

INTRODUCTION

Scope

Purpose

Public Input

CORE OVERVIEW

Value

Management Zoning System

Landscape and Vegetation

Wildlife

Recreation and Public Improvements

Ranger Visitor Services

Education and Volunteers

Goals

RED FOX MEADOWS NATURAL AREA

Site History

Site Management

Ten-year Site Management Objectives

FISCHER NATURAL AREA

Site History

Site Management

Ten-year Site Management Objectives

ROSS NATURAL AREA

Site History

Site Management  

Ten-year Site Management Objectives

 



 

 
 

MALLARD’S NEST NATURAL AREA  

Site History  

Site Management  

Ten-year Site Management Objectives  

THE COTERIE NATURAL AREA  

Site History  

Site Management  

Ten-year Site Management Objectives  

REDWING MARSH NATURAL AREA  

Site History  

Site Management  

Ten-year Site Management Objectives  

EVERGREEN WEST POND (FUTURE NATURAL AREA)  

Site History  

Site Management  

Ten-year Site Management Objectives  

SITE #13IS1 (FUTURE NATURAL AREA)  

Site History  

Site Management  

Ten-year Site Management Objectives  

SUMMARY  

REFERENCES  

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 



 

 City of Fort Collins Stormwater Basins 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 



 

  

 



 
 
 

Trail Modifiers (Regulatory Zoning): 

  A – On-trail only 

  B – Off-trail use allowed 

  C – Closed, no trails available (Zone 1) 

 

Management Zones: 

Zone 0 – Closed Natural Area: The entire natural area is not open for public access. 
The natural area is either not intended for public use or is not yet open due to lack 
of public amenities (e.g., trails, parking lots), which require construction prior to 
opening.  

Zone 1 – Closed Zones: Portions of a natural area that are not open to the public due 
to one or more reasons specified below. In closed zones, trails and other public 
amenities either do not exist or are intended for maintenance purposes only. All 
Zone 1 – Closed Zones are modified as “C – no trails available.” Reasons for 
closures may include: 

 Areas closed for conservation or wildlife refuge 

 Areas where no formal access is provided 

 Areas closed due to public safety concerns 

 Areas under long-term restoration (typically 10 years or more) 

 Areas closed due to the presence of cultural artifacts 

 Areas closed on leased land because public access is not allowed by the 
terms of the lease 

Zone 2 – Resource Protection Zones: Portions of a natural area where conservation 
and resource protection are the highest priorities. Visitor access is generally limited 
to on-trail or trailside activities. Public amenities are limited or nonexistent. 
Temporary or seasonal closures may be enacted for resource protection, 
restoration, or other reasons.  

Zone 3 – Natural Experience Zones: Portions of a natural area intended to provide 
visitors with a place to connect with nature and enjoy site appropriate recreation. 
Off-trail use is generally allowed and public amenities may exist, though, not to the 
scale or frequency of a focal area. Temporary or seasonal closures may be enacted 
for resource protection, restoration, or other reasons.  

Zone 4 – Focal Recreation Zones: Portions of a natural area that provide intense and 
directed recreation. These are developed areas intended to provide defined 
recreation or access to recreation. Focal areas generally include parking lots, picnic 
areas, boating or fishing access points, designated rock climbing areas, etc. 
Temporary or seasonal closures may be enacted for resource protection, 
restoration, or other reasons. 



 





 





 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 



 





Appendix A.   Research and Educational Studies on Core Natural Areas 

(Based on Permits Issued 1999-September 2015)

Natural Area
a

Who Topic
RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM

USDA National Wildlife 

Research Center

Prairie Dog Artificial Barrier 

Research
2001

USDA National Wildlife 

Research Center

Raptor Use of Prairie Dog 

Colonies Research
2001

USDA National Wildlife 

Research Center

Prairie Dog Contraception 

Methods

2002-

2003

USDA National Wildlife 

Research Center 

West Nile Virus Research in 

Birds and Small Mammals 

2003-

2004

USDA National Wildlife 

Research Center

Detecting Wildlife Use by Non-

trapping Techniques 
2011 2011 2011 2011 2011 2011

USDA National Wildlife 

Research Center Occurrence of Gypsy Moths
2012

USDA National Wildlife 

Research Center

Testing Bait for Use in Oral 

Rabies  Vaccination for Mid-size 

Wild Mammals
2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013

USDA National Wildlife 

Research Center

Antimicrobial Gene Study in 

Raccoon Scat
2014 2014 2014

US Forest Service Elm Bark Beetle Study 2004

US Bureau of Land 

Management Plant Genotypes of Native Seed
2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013

Colorado State University

Effect of Habitat Fragmentation 

on Frogs
2006 2006 2006 2006 2006 2006

Colorado Natural Heritage 

Program Wetland Study
2013

Rocky Mountain Bird 

Observatory Eastern Screech Owl Study
2013

Colorado State University and 

City of Fort Collins Planning 

Department

Bird and Butterfly Surveys of 

Nature in the City Sites

2014
2014-

2015
2014 2014 2014 2014

Colorado State University 

Student Prairie Dog Study of Alarm Calls
2001

Colorado State University 

Student

Effect of Recreational Impacts 

on Prairie Dogs
2014

Colorado State University 

Student

Impacts of Road Noise on 

Prairie Dogs
2014

Colorado State University 

Student

Pests of Leafy Spurge and 

Dalmation Toadflax
2014 2014 2014

Colorado State University 

Student Stream Flow Study
2011 2011

Colorado State University 

Student Brome Grass Research
2013 2013

Colorado State University 

Student

Visitor Use Survey to Determine 

Interest in APP Use
2013

Colorado State University 

Student Chorus Frog Study
2009-

2011

Colorado State University 

Graduate Student Nutrient Sinks and Sources
2001

Colorado State University 

Student Water Quality Study
2015
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Appendix A.   Research and Educational Studies on Core Natural Areas 

(Based on Permits Issued 1999-September 2015)

Natural Area
a

Who Topic
RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM

Colorado State University 

Biology Class Plant Study
2000

Colorado State University 

Ecology Class General Ecology Study
2001

Colorado State University 

Archaeology Class Archaeological Surveying 
2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010

Colorado State University 

Plant Sciences Class Insect Study
2014 2012

2012; 

2015

University of Denver Student Host Plants of Fall Webworms
2011 2011 2011

University of Northern 

Colorado Student Bird Study 
2014 2014

University of Wyoming Chorus Frog Genetic Study 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010

University of Minnesota-

Duluth

Plant Evolution in Response to 

Environmental Change
2014 2014

Larimer County Planning 

Department Wetland Identification Training 
1999 1999

Larimer County Search and 

Rescue Search and Rescue Training
1999-

2010

1999-

2010

Blevins Middle School Watershed Study

1999; 

2011-13

1999-

2004

Bennett Elementary General Ecology Study 1999

Bauder Elementary General Ecology Study
1999; 

2001-02

a
Natural Area = Red Fox Meadows Natural Area (RFM), Fischer Natural Area (FIS), Ross Natural Area (ROS), 

Mallard's Nest Natural Area (MAL), The Coterie Natural Area (COT), Redwing Marsh Natural Area (RWM).
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Appendix B.  Plants Documented on Core Natural Areas (as of September 2015) 

Scientific Name Common Name Origin
a

RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT

Family - Equisetaceae

Equisetum arvense Field horsetail N X X

Equisetum laevigatum  Smooth horsetail N X X X X X X

Family - Cupressaceae

Juniperus scopulorum   Rocky Mountain juniper N X X

Juniperus spp. Juniper E X X

Juniperus virginiana  Eastern redcedar E X X X X

Family - Pinaceae

Picea pungens Blue spruce N X X

Pinus ponderosa var. scopulorum     Ponderosa pine N X X

Family - Aceraceae

Acer glabrum  Rocky Mountain maple N X

Acer negundo var. interius  Boxelder N/E X X X X X

Acer negundo var. violaceum   Boxelder E X X

Acer saccharinum   Silver maple E X X

Family - Acoraceae

Acorus calamus Sweetflag N/E X

Family - Agavaceae

Yucca glauca Yucca N X X X X X X X

Family - Alismataceae

Sagittaria cuneata Duck potato N X

Family - Amaranthaceae

Amaranthus retroflexus Redroot pigweed E X

GYMNOSPERMS

ANGIOSPERMS

Natural Areas:  Red Fox Meadows (RFM), Fischer (FIS), Ross (ROS), Mallard's Nest (MAL), The Coterie (COT), 

Redwing Marsh (RWM), Evergreen West Pond (EWP), #13IS1 (FUT).

FERNS AND FERN ALLIES
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Appendix B.  Plants Documented on Core Natural Areas (as of September 2015) 

Scientific Name Common Name Origin
a

RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT

FERNS AND FERN ALLIESFamily - Anacardiaceae

Rhus glabra Smooth sumac N X X X

Rhus trilobata var. trilobata  Skunkbrush N X X X

Family - Apocynaceae

Apocynum cannabinum Indianhemp N X

Family - Asclepiadaceae

Asclepias incarnata  Marsh milkweed N X X

Asclepias pumila  Plains milkweed N X

Asclepias speciosa  Showy milkweed N X X X X X X X X

Family - Asteraceae

Acroptilon repens Russian knapweed E X

Ambrosia psilostachya  Cuman ragweed N X X X X

Ambrosia trifida Giant ragweed E X X X

Arctium minus Burdock E X X X

Artemisia dracunculus   Wild tarragon N X

Artemisia frigida Fringed sage N X X X

Artemisia ludoviciana Cudweed sagewort N X

Bidens cernua Nodding beggartick E X X

Carduus nutans  Musk thistle E X X X

Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus Yellow rabbitbrush N X X

Cichorium intybus Chicory E X

Cirsium arvense  Canada thistle E X X X X X X X X

Cirsium canescens Prairie thistle N X

Conyza canadensis Horseweed E X X X X

Cyclachaena xanthiifolia Marshelder N X X

Dyssodia papposa Fetid marigold N X X

Family - Asteraceae

Ericameria nauseosa  Rubber rabbitbrush N X X X X X X X

Gaillardia aristata Indian blanketflower N X X

Grindelia squarrosa Curlycup gumweed N X X X X X X X

Gutierrezia sarothrae Broom snakeweed N X

Helianthus annuus Annual sunflower N X X X X X X X
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Appendix B.  Plants Documented on Core Natural Areas (as of September 2015) 

Scientific Name Common Name Origin
a

RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT

FERNS AND FERN ALLIESHelianthus nuttallii Nuttall’s sunflower N X X

Helianthus petiolaris Sunflower N X X

Lactuca serriola Prickly lettuce E X X X X X X X

Liatris punctata Dotted gayfeather N X

Lygodesmia juncea Skeletonweed N X

Machaeranthera tanacetifolia Tansyleaf tansyaster N X

Ratibida columnifera Prairie coneflower N X X

Rudbeckia hirta  Blackeyed Susan N X

Senecio spartioides Broomlike ragwort N X

Solidago canadensis  Canada goldenrod N X X

Solidago gigantea Giant goldenrod N X

Symphyotrichum ericoides  White aster N X X X

Symphyotrichum falcatum var. 

falcatum      

White prairie aster N X X X X X

Symphyotrichum laeve var. geyeri  Geyer's aster N X

Tanacetum vulgare Common tansy E X

Taraxacum officinale Dandelion E X X X X X X X X

Tragopogon dubius   Yellow salsify E X X X

Alnus incana ssp. tenuifolia Thinleaf alder N X

Betula occidentalis Water birch N X X X

Family - Boraginaceae

Asperugo procumbens German-madwort E X

Cynoglossum officinale Houndstongue E X X X X X X

Family -Brassicaceae

Camelina microcarpa False flax E X

Family -Brassicaceae

Chorispora tenella Blue mustard E X X X X X X X X

Descurainia incana ssp. procera  Mountain tansymustard N X X X X X

Descurainia sophia Flixweed E X X X X X X

Lepidium campestre or  

Neolepia campestris

Field pepperweed E X
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Appendix B.  Plants Documented on Core Natural Areas (as of September 2015) 

Scientific Name Common Name Origin
a

RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT

FERNS AND FERN ALLIESLepidium densiflorum Common pepperweed N X

Nasturtium officinale Watercress E X X X X X

Rorippa palustris Bog yellowcress N X X

Thlaspi arvense Field pennycress E X

Family - Cactaceae

Opuntia macrorhiza Twistspine prickly pear N X

Opuntia polyacantha Prickly pear cactus N X

Family - Campanulaceae

Lobelia siphilitica var. ludoviciana Big blue lobelia N X

Family - Capparaceae

Cleome serrulata  Rocky Mountain beeplant N X

Family - Caprifoliaceae

Lonicera sp. Honeysuckle E X X

Lonicera tatarica Tatarian honeysuckle E X

Symphoricarpos albus Common snowberry N X X X X X X

Symphoricarpos occidentalis Western snowberry N X X X X X

Family - Caryophyllaceae

Spergularia maritima   Sand spurry N X

Family - Chenopodiaceae

Atriplex canescens  Fourwing saltbush N X

Atriplex subspicata  Saline saltbush N/E X

Family - Chenopodiaceae

Bassia scoparia  Kochia E X X X X X X

Krascheninnikovia lanata  Winterfat N X

Salsola tragus  Russian-thistle E X X X

Family - Convolvulaceae

Convolvulus arvensis Field bindweed E X X X X X X X X

Family - Cornaceae

Cornus sericea ssp. sericea     Red-twig dogwood N X X X X
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Appendix B.  Plants Documented on Core Natural Areas (as of September 2015) 

Scientific Name Common Name Origin
a

RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT

FERNS AND FERN ALLIESFamily - Cucurbitaceae

Echinocystis lobata Mock cucumber N X X

Family - Cyperaceae

Carex hystericina Porcupine sedge N X X

Carex lenticularis var.  lipocarpa   Kellogg's sedge N X

Carex nebrascensis Nebraska sedge N X X X X

Carex pellita  Woolly sedge N X X X X

Carex praegracilis Clustered sedge N X

Eleocharis acicularis Needle spikerush N X

Eleocharis palustris  Spike-rush N X X X X

Schoenoplectus  sp. Bullrush N X X X

Schoenoplectus acutus  Hardstem bulrush N X X X X

Schoenoplectus americanus  Olney's three-square  

bulrush

N X X X

Schoenoplectus maritimus  Alkali bulrush N X X X

Schoenoplectus pungens Common threesquare N X X X X X X X

Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani  Softstem bulrush N X X X

Scirpus microcarpus Panicled bulrush N X X X

Family - Elaeagnaceae

Elaeagnus angustifolia Russian olive E X X X X X X X

Shepherdia argentea Silver buffaloberry N X

Family - Euphorbiaceae

Chamaesyce missurica Prairie sandmat N X

Euphorbia dentata  Toothed spurge E X

Euphorbia esula   Leafy spurge E X X X X X X X X

Euphorbia marginata  Snow on the mountain N X X

Family - Fabaceae

Amorpha fruticosa  Leadplant N X X

Astragalus bisulcatus Two-grooved milkvetch N X X

Astragalus cicer  Chickpea milkvetch E X

Gleditsia triacanthos  Honeylocust E X X

Glycyrrhiza lepidota Wild licorice N X X X X X
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Appendix B.  Plants Documented on Core Natural Areas (as of September 2015) 

Scientific Name Common Name Origin
a

RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT

FERNS AND FERN ALLIESLathyrus latifolius Perennial sweetpea E X

Medicago lupulina Black medic E X X X

Medicago sativa Alfalfa E X X X X X X

Melilotus albus  White sweet clover E X X X X X X X X

Melilotus officinalis  Yellow sweet clover E X X X X X X X X

Psoralidium tenuiflorum Slimflower scurfpea N X

Robinia pseudoacacia Black locust E X

Robinia sp. Locust E X X

Securigera varia Crownvetch E X X

Trifolium hybridum Alsike clover E X

Trifolium repens White clover E X

Vicia americana American vetch N X

Family - Geraniaceae

Erodium cicutarium Storksbill E X

Family - Grossulariaceae

Ribes aureum Golden currant N X X X X X X X

Ribes inerme Whitestem gooseberry N X

Family- Hydrocharitaceae

Elodea nuttallii Western waterweed N X

Family - Iridaceae

Iris missouriensis Rocky Mountain iris N X

Family - Jucaginaceae

Triglochin maritima Seaside arrowgrass N X

Family - Juncaceae

Juncus arcticus  ssp. littoralis  Arctic rush N X X X X X

Juncus bufonius Toad rush N X

Juncus compressus Roundfruit rush E X

Juncus dudleyi Dudley's rush N X

Juncus interior Inland rush N X

Juncus torreyi Torrey’s rush N X X X
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Appendix B.  Plants Documented on Core Natural Areas (as of September 2015) 

Scientific Name Common Name Origin
a

RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT

FERNS AND FERN ALLIESFamily - Lamiaceae

Lycopus americanus American water  

horehound

N X

Mentha arvensis Field mint N X

Nepeta cataria Catnip E X X X X X X

Salvia azurea  var. grandiflora  Pitcher sage N X

Teucrium canadense var. 

occidentale      

Western germander N X

Family - Lemnaceae

Lemna minor  Common duckweed N X X

Family - Liliaceae

Asparagus officinalis  Asparagus E X X X X X X

Leucocrinum montanum   Sand lily N X

Maianthemum stellatum  False Solomon’s seal N X X X

Family - Linaceae

Linum lewisii var. lewisii  Blue flax N X X X

Linum perenne  Blue  flax E X

Linum usitatissimum  Common flax E X

Family- Lythraceae

Lythrum salicaria Purple loosestrife E X
c

X
c

Family - Malvaceae

Malva neglecta Common mallow E X X X X X X X X

Sphaeralcea coccinea Scarlet globemallow N X X

Family - Moraceae

Morus alba White mulberry E X

Family - Nyctaginaceae

Mirabilis nyctaginea  Heartleaf four o'clock N X

Family - Oleaceae

Fraxinus pennsylvanica  Green ash E X X X X X X

Family - Onagraceae

Epilobium ciliatum Northern willow-herb N X X X

Epilobium hirsutum Hairy epilobium E X X
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Appendix B.  Plants Documented on Core Natural Areas (as of September 2015) 

Scientific Name Common Name Origin
a

RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT

FERNS AND FERN ALLIESGaura coccinea  Scarlet gaura N X X X X

Gaura mollis  Velvetweed N X

Oenothera howardii Howard’s evening  

primrose

N X

Oenothera villosa  Hairy evening primrose N X X

Oenothera villosa ssp. strigosa Hairy evening primrose N X

Family - Papaveraceae

Argemone hispida Rough pricklypoppy N X

Argemone polyanthemos Prickly poppy N X

Family - Plantaginaceae

Plantago major Common plantain E X X X

Family - Poaceae

Achnatherum hymenoides Indian ricegrass N X

Agropyron cristatum  Crested wheatgrass E X X X X X X X

Agrostis gigantea Redtop  E X

Agrostis stolonifera Redtop bent E X X X X X

Andropogon gerardii Big bluestem N X

Aristida purpurea Purple threeawn N X

Beckmannia syzigachne  American sloughgrass N X

Bouteloua curtipendula Sideoats grama N X X X X

Bouteloua dactyloides  Buffalograss N X X X X X X X

Bouteloua gracilis  Blue grama N X X X X X X

Bromus arvensis  Field brome E X X X X X

Bromus inermis ssp. inermis var. 

inermis       

Smooth brome E X X X X X X X X

Bromus tectorum   Cheatgrass E X X X X X X

Dactylis glomerata Orchardgrass E X X X X X X

Distichlis spicata  Inland saltgrass N X X X X

Echinochloa crus-galli Barnyardgrass E X X X X X

Elymus canadensis Canada wildrye N X X

Elymus repens  Quackgrass E X X X X

Elymus trachycaulus Slender wheatgrass N X X
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Appendix B.  Plants Documented on Core Natural Areas (as of September 2015) 

Scientific Name Common Name Origin
a

RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT

FERNS AND FERN ALLIESEragrostis cilianensis Stinkgrass E X

Glyceria grandis American mannagrass N X X X

Glyceria striata Fowl mannagrass N X

Hesperostipa comata Needle-n-thread N X

Hordeum jubatum ssp. jubatum  Foxtail barley N X X X X

Hordeum pusillum   Little barley N X X X

Family - Poaceae

Lolium perenne Perennial ryegrass E X

Muhlenbergia asperifolia Scratchgrass N X X

Muhlenbergia racemosa Marsh muhly N X X

Nassella viridula Green needlegrass N X X

Panicum capillare Witchgrass N X

Panicum virgatum Switchgrass N X X X X

Pascopyrum smithii Western wheatgrass N X X X X X X

Phalaris arundinacea   Reed canarygrass E X X X X X X X

Phleum pratense Timothy E X X X

Poa annua Annual bluegrass E X

Poa arida Plains bluegrass N X

Poa palustris Fowl bluegrass N X X

Poa pratensis Kentucky bluegrass E X X X X

Poa secunda Sandberg bluegrass N X X

Polypogon monspeliensis Rabbitfoot grass E X X X X X

Puccinellia nuttalliana Nuttall's alkaligrass N X X X

Schedonnardus paniculatus Tumblegrass N X

Schedonorus arundinaceus    Tall fescue E X

Schedonorus pratensis  Meadow fescue E X X

Schizachyrium scoparium Little bluestem N X

Setaria parviflora  Marsh bristlegrass E X X X X

Sorghastrum nutans  Yellow Indiangrass N X X

Spartina pectinata Prairie cordgrass N X X

Sporobolus airoides Alkali sacaton N X X

Sporobolus compositus Composite dropseed N X
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Appendix B.  Plants Documented on Core Natural Areas (as of September 2015) 

Scientific Name Common Name Origin
a

RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT

FERNS AND FERN ALLIESSporobolus cryptandrus Sand dropseed N X X

Thinopyrum intermedium Intermediate wheatgrass E X X X X

Thinopyrum ponticum Tall wheatgrass E X X X X X X

Family - Polygonaceae

Polygonum amphibium var. 

emersum       

Longroot smartweed N X X

Family - Polygonaceae

Polygonum aviculare  Prostrate knotweed E X X

Polygonum lapathifolium   Curlytop knotweed E X X X

Polygonum pensylvanicum   Pennsylvania smartweed N X

Polygonum persicaria  Spotted ladysthumb E X X X X

Polygonum ramosissimum  Bushy knotweed N/E

Rumex crispus Curly dock E X X X X X X X X

Family - Primulaceae

Lysimachia thyrsiflora  Tufted loosestrife N X

Family - Ranunculaceae

Clematis ligusticifolia Western virgin’s bower N X X X X X

Ranunculus cymbalaria  Alkali buttercup N X X

Thalictrum dasycarpum  Purple meadowrue N X X X

Family - Rosaceae

Amelanchier alnifolia Saskatoon serviceberry N X

Crataegus erythropoda  Cerro hawthorn N X

Malus pumila  Common apple E X

Malus sp. Crabapple E X

Prunus americana Wild plum N X X X X X X

Prunus pumila var. besseyi  Sandcherry N X X

Prunus tomentosa  Nanking cherry E X

Family - Rosaceae

Prunus virginiana var. canada red Canada red chokecherry E X X X X X
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Appendix B.  Plants Documented on Core Natural Areas (as of September 2015) 

Scientific Name Common Name Origin
a

RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT

FERNS AND FERN ALLIESPrunus virginiana var. 

melanocarpa       

Chokecherry N X X X X X X X

Rosa eglanteria  Sweetbriar rose E X

Rosa ferruiginea  Redleaf rose E

Rosa woodsii  Wood’s rose N X X X X X X

Rubus parviflorus  var.  parviflorus  Thimbleberry N X

Family - Salicaceae

Populus X acuminata Lanceleaf cottonwood N X X X X X X

Populus alba White poplar E X

Populus angustifolia Narrowleaf cottonwood N X X X X X X

Salix babylonica Weeping willow E X X

Populus deltoides ssp.  monilifera Plains cottonwood N X X X X X X X X

Salix alba White willow E X

Salix amygdaloides Peach-leaf willow N X X X X

Salix exigua Coyote willow N X X X X X X X

Salix fragilis  Crack willow E X X X X X X

Salix interior  Sandbar willow N X X X

Family - Scrophulariaceae

Verbascum thapsus Common mullein E X X X X X X X X

Veronica anagallis-aquatica    Water speedwell N X X

Veronica peregrina  ssp.  xalapensis Hairy purslane speedwell N X

Family - Solanaceae

Physalis virginiana Virginia groundcherry N X

Quincula lobata Chinese lantern N X

Solanum rostratum Buffalobur E X X X X

Solanum triflorum Cutleaf nightshade N X

Family- Tamaricaceae

Tamarix chinensis Five-stamen tamarisk E X
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Appendix B.  Plants Documented on Core Natural Areas (as of September 2015) 

Scientific Name Common Name Origin
a

RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT

FERNS AND FERN ALLIESFamily - Typhaceae

Typha angustifolia Narrowleaf cattail N X X X X

Typha latifolia Broad-leaved cattail N X X X X X

Family - Ulmaceae

Celtis laevigata var. reticulata  Netleaf hackberry N X

Celtis occidentalis  Common hackberry E X X

Ulmus americana American elm E X X X

Ulmus pumila Siberian elm E X X X X X X X X

Family - Urticaceae

Urtica dioca ssp. gracilis  Stinging nettle N X X

Family - Verbenaceae

Glandularia bipinnatifida Dakota mock vervain N X

Verbena bracteata Big bract verbena E X X

Verbena hastata Swamp verbena N X X X X

Family - Violaceae

Viola nuttallii Nuttall’s viola N X X

Family - Vitaceae

Parthenocissus quinquefolia Virginia creeper E X

Vitis riparia Riverbank grape N X X

Family - Zygophyllaceae

Tribulus terrestris Puncture vine E X

Total No. of Plant Species: 275; 174 N (63%)

168;  

98 N 

(58%)

  92; 

45 N 

(49%)

114;  

69 N 

(60%)

79;  

41 N 

(52%)

115;  

65 N 

(57%)

99;  

64 N 

(65%)

 60;  

31 N 

(52%)

52;  

21 N 

(40%)
a

Compiled from surveys by Crystal Strouse (2010-2015), Jan Peterson (2001, 2007), Ellen Wheeling (1995), and Natural Areas 

Department Staff (1990-2015); nomenclature follows USDA Plants National Database, USDA, NRCS. 2015, The PLANTS Database 

(http://plants.usda.gov, 25 February 2015), National Plant Data Team, Greensboro, NC 27401-4901 USA.

c
Eradicated; no longer present.

b
Origin:  N = Native to Colorado (not necessarily to Fort Collins or the site); E = Exotic (not native to Colorado); N/E = some 

debate among botanists if species is native to Colorado.
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Appendix C.  Animals Observed on Core Natural Areas 

(As of September 2015) 

Natural Area:  Red Fox Meadows (RFM), Fischer (FIS), Ross (ROS), Mallard=s Nest (MAL), The 

Coterie (COT), Redwing Marsh (RWM), Evergreen West Pond (EWP), and #13IS1 (FUT). 

Species: U = unusual; I = Introduced (to North America for Birds; to Fort Collins for other species); 
CS = Colorado Species of Concern. 

Occurrence: X = recorded on site; XD = dens on site. 

Source:  Compiled from observations by researchers, volunteers, and Natural Areas staff (1991-
2015); includes accounts from Colorado Field Ornithologists= reports. Not all sites have been 

intensively surveyed; therefore, species may occur on a site and not yet be reflected in these tables.

BIRDS RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT 

Canada goose X X X X X X X X 

Wood duck X X 

American wigeon X X X X X 

Gadwall X 

Mallard X X X X X X X X 

Cinnamon teal X 

Green-winged teal X 

Lesser scaup X 

Common merganser X X 

Ring-necked pheasant (I) X 

American bittern X 

American white pelican X 

Great blue heron X X X X X X X X 

Great egret (U) X 

Black-crowned night-heron X X X 

Bald eagle (CS) X 

Turkey vulture X X 

Osprey X 

Sharp-shinned hawk X X X X 
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BIRDS RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT 

Red-tailed hawk X X X X 

Cooper’s hawk X X 

American kestrel X X X X X X X X 

Prairie falcon X 

American coot X X X 

Killdeer X X X X X X X X 

Greater yellowlegs X 

Wilson=s snipe X 

Ring-billed gull X X X X X X X 

Rock pigeon (I) X X X X X X X X 

Eurasian collared-dove (I) X X X X X X 

Mourning dove X X X X X X X X 

Great horned owl X 

Common nighthawk X X X X X 

Chimney swift X 

Broad-tailed hummingbird X X 

Belted kingfisher X X X X X X X 

Downy woodpecker X X X X X X X 

Northern flicker X X X X X X X X 

Western wood-peewee X 

Western kingbird X X X 

Plumbeous vireo X 

Blue jay X X X X X X X 

Black-billed magpie X X X X X X X X 

American crow X X X X X X X X 

Violet-green swallow X X X 

Northern rough-winged swallow X 

Bank swallow X X 

Barn swallow X X X X X X X X 
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BIRDS RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT 

Black-capped chickadee X X X X X X X X 

White-breasted nuthatch X X 

Brown creeper X 

House wren X X 

Blue-gray gnatcatcher X 

American robin X X X X X X X X 

European starling (I) X X X X X X X X 

Cedar waxwing X X 

Yellow warbler X X X X X 

Yellow-rumped warbler X X X X X 

Yellow-throated warbler (U) X 

Wilson's warbler X X X X X 

Western tanager X X 

Green-tailed towhee X 

Spotted towhee X 

American tree sparrow X X X X X X X 

Chipping sparrow X X X X X 

Lark sparrow X 

Song sparrow X X X X X X X 

White-throated sparrow X 

White-crowned sparrow X X X X 

Dark-eyed junco X X X X X X X 

Black-headed grosbeak (U) X 

Lazuli bunting (U) X 

Red-winged blackbird X X X X X X X X 

Western meadowlark X X X X X 

Common grackle X X X X X X X X 

Bullock=s oriole X X X 

Cassin=s finch X 
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BIRDS RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT 

House finch X X X X X X X X 

Common redpoll (U) X 

Pine siskin X 

American goldfinch X X X X X 

Evening grosbeak X 

House sparrow (I) X X X X X X X X 

TOTAL BIRDS (83) 72 30 36 30 39 409 46 24 

MAMMALS RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT 

Western small-footed myotis (U) X 

Fringed myotis (U) X 

Little brown bat X X X X X 

Big brown bat X 

Eastern cottontail X X X X X X X X 

Black-tailed prairie dog X 

Fox squirrel X X X X X X X X 

Beaver X X X 

Mexican woodrat X 

Prairie vole X 

Muskrat X X X X X 

House mouse (I) X X 

Red fox XD X X X X XD X X 

Black bear (U) X 

Raccoon X X X X X X X X 

Mink (U) X 

Striped skunk X X X X X 

Mule deer X X X X 

TOTAL MAMMALS (18) 14 6 8 10 8 7 6 5 
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AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT 

Woodhouse's toad X X 

Chorus frog X X X X 

Bullfrog X 

Snapping turtle X 

Painted turtle X X X 

Ornate box turtle (U) X 

Plains garter snake X X X X X X X X 

TOTAL AMPHIBIANS AND 

REPTILES (7) 

5 1 2 1 1 5 4 1 

FISHES RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FUT 

Common carp (I) X X X X X 

Red shiner X 

Sand shiner X X 

Fathead minnow X X X 

Longnose Dace X X X 

Creek Chub X X X 

Longnose sucker X X 

White sucker X X 

Brook stickleback (I) X X X 

Green sunfish X X X 

Bluegill (I) X X X X 

Largemouth bass X X 

Johnny darter X 

TOTAL FISHES (13) 1 0 8 8 12 2 3 0 

TOTAL RFM FIS ROS MAL COT RWM EWP FOR 

NO. OF SPECIES (121) 92 37 54 49 60 54 59 30 
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