


River’s Edge 
Natural Area











1973, 1984

Fort Collins tax initiatives funded 
land acquisitions along the foothills 
and Poudre River.





Reservoir Ridge
Natural Area











Maxwell 
Natural Area



1992

Citizen-initiated ballot measure 
created the Natural Areas Program
and funded conservation and 
stewardship for five years.















McMurry
Natural Area





1995
Larimer County voters passed a 
¼ cent sales tax for open space.

Revenues were distributed to the 
municipalities based on population.  
This supported Fort Collins Natural 
Areas operations and maintenance 
until 2003.



















1997
Natural areas and trails funding was 
extended through 2005 with the 
Building Community Choices tax 
measure in Fort Collins.







Riverbend Ponds
Natural Area











1999
Larimer County citizens extend 
funding for open space and natural 
areas until 2018.



















2002
Fort Collins voters extended Natural 
Areas funding until 2030 with the 
citizen-initiated Open Space Yes! 
ballot measure.  

The tax focuses on conservation of 
lands locally, regionally, and within 
community separators.









Colina Mariposa
Natural Area











2012
To date the Natural Areas Department 
has conserved 42,000 acres and 
actively manages 35,000 acres of 
natural areas.



















Thank You Voters!
Your support of citizen-initiated sales 
taxes make land conservation and 
visitor services possible.











Kingfisher Point 
Natural Area









Happy 20th Anniversary 
Natural Areas!















Thank You 
Citizen Heroes!
We honor everyone that initiated and 
campaigned for the sales taxes that 
make land conservation and visitor 
services possible.





Fischer
Natural Area







Salyer
Natural Area



Gateway 
Natural Area





















Thank You Volunteers!
Over 1,000 people each year share 
their time with the Natural Areas 
Department.  The accomplishments of 
the last 20 years would not be possible 
without you!













Running Deer
Natural Area







Thank You Staff!
Talented Natural Areas Department 
employees are dedicated to natural 
areas conservation, recreation and 
stewardship.









North Shields Ponds 
Natural Area







Pineridge
Natural Area





Magpie Meander
Natural Area

















Thank You Partners!
Partnerships with organizations such 
as Larimer County Natural Resources, 
and Great Outdoors Colorado leverage 
sales tax funds and make even more 
conservation, recreation, and 
stewardship possible.





Eagle View
Natural Area

































Cattail Chorus
Natural Area



Thank You Leaders!
Leaders such as City Council, the 
City Management Team, the Land 
Conservation and Stewardship 
Board and others support natural 
area conservation, recreation and 
stewardship.











Prospect Ponds
Natural Area





























Riverbend Ponds
Natural Area



















Thank You 
Photographers!
Bob Babbs
Bob Willis
Brian Brewington
Bruce Barber
Charlie Johnson
Charlie Sturgill
David Craig
Debbie Russell
Dieter Heinrich
Doyle Lauderbach
ECOS Communic.  
Frank Goss

Harry Mueller
Heather Marshall
Heidi Mueller
Jack Hicks
James Leveillee
Jamie Yarbough
Jim Disney
John Bartholow
Justin Van Alstyne
Kevin Clarke
Kristi Schwickerath
Lin Wilder

Mandy Thrasher
Michael Van Beber
Natural Areas staff
Paul Batchelder
Richard Ernst
Richard Herrington
Rose Debruin
Ryan Burke
Sarah Hamilton
Steve Nelson
Theo Bauder
Francoise Smith























Cathy Fromme Prairie
Natural Area
Opened in 1998



Arapaho Bend Natural Area
Opened in 1999



Cottonwood Hollow
Natural Area
Opened in 2000



Coyote Ridge Natural Area
Opened in 2000



Running Deer Natural Area
Opened in 2002



Fossil Creek Reservoir 
Regional Open Space
Opened in 2004



Bobcat Ridge Natural Area
Opened in 2006



Soapstone Prairie Natural Area
Opened in 2009



Pelican Marsh Natural Area
Opened in 2012



Udall Natural Area
Opened in 2012















Butterfly Woods
Natural Area









Ross
Natural Area











Springer 
Natural Area





















Redtail Grove
Natural Area





Redwing Marsh
Natural Area









Prairie Dog Meadow
Natural Area









The Coterie
Natural Area











Two Creeks
Natural Area




















