BIRDSIN,FORN COLEINSI

“a\/c Lcatl'len'l'lal'l
daleathel '1(01'1'1<r1.c-:)rn
J7(”/4 16-0193



mailto:daleatherman@msn.com




THE M‘FWIOBIBIRIBSS

ACertai nly t
wat chabl eo
animals

A Can be attracted for
close looks

A Many colorful and
Interesting species

A Present in all habitats
and seasons




BIRDS BY THE NUMBERS
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A ~10,000 species in the World
A 1112 species in N.A. ,
A 507 have occurred in CO
A 375+ species on the Fort Collins/Larimer checklist
A 250+ species breed in CO

A 100+ spp. could be found in an average FC yard
over a period of years with diligence

A Probably about 110 species present today
somewhere in Larimer County




JUST THE RIGHT NUMBER
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of birds on a walk
(maybe 1530) than
herps or mammals
(maybe 35)

AYoudl |l see
but they are too many,
too small, too hard to
identify
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HORNED LARK

Have you seen this bird?

It is the most abundant breeding bird in Colorado (robin is #2)
Estimated 34 million breeding pairs

Likes prairieandtundra areas (i.e., short vegetation), not much else



WHY IS COLORADO A
GOOD PLACE FOR BIRDS?

A Little bit North, East, South, & West
A Wide range of elevations
A Many habitat/vegetation types

A Varied topography (plains/desert all the way to
mountain tops above timberline)

A Location in relation to migration flyways and
weather systems

A Abundant public land
A 1000s of miles of riparian habitat
A Many impoundments, some of them quite large
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Alpine tundra  (American pipit, ptarmigan)

High elevation forests of lodgepole pine,
spruce and fir inglets, 3-toed woodpecker, pine grosbeak)
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ponderosa pine and Douglas-fir
(western tanager, solitaire, dusky grouse)
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Low elevation woodlands and forests

of ponderosa pine, pinyon pine and juniper
‘ (yellow warbler, lark sparrow)
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‘ . hortgrass steppe
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(Drawing by Laurie Huckaby of USFS) 5000

(burrowing owl, Mc Cownds | ongspur,
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COLORAPO/S[ECOSYSTEM VARIETY S T
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QUOTE FROM GILLETE AND BAKERG
PARAGRAPH TO THEI R PUBLI CATI C
OF THE HEMI PTERA (true bugs)
there is no state in the Union offering a richer field for the
student of natwural history tn




EASTERN PLAINS
-GRASSLANDS
-LOWLAND RIPARIAN

PLATEAUS

You are here
(in Choice City,
AnNebraskabo
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BIRDING LISTS:
KEEPING TRACK OF WHATSYOU:-SEE

A partial list ofilists:

Life list (aetermines your;social class,
Vour destinationin the afterlife; & maore)

Year list

County list

)@ 00 Speole Ple=2€ s (=D “pP-1t pl ace
SpeciesseeltHilying=nortn-on-Tuesday list
Other lists (many, many.otherlists)



CHECKLISTS

A A fun way to keep track of what
you see, where

A Usually arranged in taxonomic
order (determined by the
American Ornithological Union
which, since the advancement of
DNA techniques, seems to
change frequently)

A Often contain info about
seasonal status and abundance




BASIC FACTSABCUDBIRDE S
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Descended from theropod
orders going back 65 mya (early Cenozoic)
Most can fly (hollow bones)
AnGround upo or nNntree dow
Many migrate long distances

Key activities involve food and reproduction, also
roosting, maintenance






Halzkaraptor escullliel
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A Best insulation material known

A Having feathers requires birds to have
Ingenious cooling methods (big bill, bare legs,
panting, etc.)

A What was the Initial purpose of feathers?*
A How did flight evolve?
A Great read: Feathers by Thor Hanson

*answer: probably temperature regulation




ISSUES OF FOOD,
WATER, AND COVER

A Like all wildlife
species, birds need
food, water and
cover

A Study of bird
behaviors can be
addicting and add
great enjoyment to
your birding
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'MILK,  BUTTER,EAND BGGS® |
(key Colorado food items)

Aphids

Midges

Conifer bark beetle larvae
Juniper berries

Conifer seeds

Crayfish

Gizzard shad
Russiarrolive fruits
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Millers (both larvae &
moths)

Grass seed
Grasshoppers
Flying ants
Mice/Voles
Roadkill (carrion)

Feeding stations
(including feedlots)
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