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Big brown bat; USBLM

Western long-eared myotis (Myotis evotis)

Western small-footed myotis (Myotis ciliolabrum)

Fringed myotis (Myotis thysanodes)

Townsend’s big-eared bat (Corynorhinus townsendii)

Long-legged myotis (Myotis volans)

Eastern red bat (Lasiurus borealis)

Myth: Bats are blind.
Fact: All bats can see and some have quite good eyesight.
Myth: Bats get tangled up in people’s hair.
Fact: Bats navigate and catch tiny insects using echolocation. This system is extremely refined and more sophisticated than radar. Bats can detect single strands of human hair and can easily avoid your hair. This
myth may have gotten started by bats catching insects that were attracted
to humans. They were actually helping us out!
Big brown bat; Natural Areas

Myth: Bats have super-natural powers.
Fact: Bats actually have super-sensory abilities. They can navigate very
well at night because of these abilities. They are active at night because
that’s when insects are most active.
Myth: Bats are flying mice.
Fact: Bats are not rodents; they are the only mammal that can fly.
Myth: Bats have lots of litters every year.

Little brown bat; Natural Areas

Fact: Most bat mothers produce only one baby per year. They lavish
them with attention, making sure they have lots to eat and that they learn
how to move around safely. Some bats even carry their babies with them
when foraging at night. Because of their slow reproductive rate, bat populations are unable to recover quickly from disturbances.
Myth: Most bats have rabies.

Fact: Like all mammals, bats can get rabies. However, only 0.5 of 1% of
bats contract rabies. When they do, they are very sick and usually die. If
you see a bat on the ground or during the daytime, it might be sick. Don’t
touch it; keep children and pets away.
Call the Larimer Humane Society at 970-226-3647 for assistance.
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Colorado Bat Society
coloradobatsociety.org
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cpw.state.co.us

