= Eighteen species of bats live
I C in Colorado and they all eat

insects. Bat species are
hard to tell apart but learn-
ing a few facts will help you
distinguish them. The most

likely bats in the Fort Collins e
I s I h a t ? area are below. :
2
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Big brown bats (Eptesicus fuscus) are the most common-
ly seen bat in Colorado. When emerging at night to forage, they
make straight swift flights 20-30 feet above the ground. They for-
age in open areas and eat large and small insects. They also
come to outdoor lights to catch insects. They hibernate in caves,
mines, and rock crevasses.

Little brown bats (Myotis lucifugus) forage over water or in
wooded areas about 8-20 feet off the ground. Look for them
along the Poudre River and its ponds. They capture food by hit-
ting the insects with their wing tips, catching it in the membrane
of their arms, and then transferring the food to their mouths. It
takes lots practice to do this, and young bats must learn the
technique from their parents. Some may hibernate in Colorado.
Very little is known about little brown bats.

Silver-haired bats (Lasionycteris noctvagans) are slow

flyers, feeding near woodland ponds and streams, near the
ground. They are usually solitary. They roost in tree cavities and
behind loose bark.

Hoary bats (Lasiurus cinereus) forage in open areas but they

eat different insects than the big brown bat. They might be seen,
along with big brown bats, near street lamps or other outdoor
lights. They are in Fort Collins from April to November. They mi-

grate to warmer climates in the winter. o3 R < G
Big brown bat; USBLM

Western long-eared myotis (Myotis evotis) Western small-footed myotis (Myotis ciliolabrum)
Fringed myotis (Myotis thysanodes) Townsend’s big-eared bat (Corynorhinus townsendii)
Long-legged myotis (Myotis volans) Eastern red bat (Lasiurus borealis)
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BAT MYTHS & FACTS

Myth: Bats are blind.

Fact: All bats can see and some have quite good eyesight.

Myth: Bats get tangled up in people’s hair.

Fact: Bats navigate and catch tiny insects using echolocation. This sys-
tem is extremely refined and more sophisticated than radar. Bats can de-
tect single strands of human hair and can easily avoid your hair. This
myth may have gotten started by bats catching insects that were attracted
to humans. They were actually helping us out!

Big brown bat; Natural Areas
Myth: Bats have super-natural powers.

Fact: Bats actually have super-sensory abilities. They can navigate very
well at night because of these abilities. They are active at night because
that’s when insects are most active.

Myth: Bats are flying mice.

Fact: Bats are not rodents; they are the only mammal that can fly.

Myth: Bats have lots of litters every year. Little brown bat; Natural Areas

Fact: Most bat mothers produce only one baby per year. They lavish
them with attention, making sure they have lots to eat and that they learn
how to move around safely. Some bats even carry their babies with them
when foraging at night. Because of their slow reproductive rate, bat popu-
lations are unable to recover quickly from disturbances.

Myth: Most bats have rabies.

Fact: Like all mammals, bats can get rabies. However, only 0.5 of 1% of B0 nsena’s l‘)ig-eared bat; USEWS
bats contract rabies. When they do, they are very sick and usually die. If
you see a bat on the ground or during the daytime, it might be sick. Don’t Learn More
touch it; keep children and pets away.

Call the Larimer Humane Society at 970-226-3647 for assistance.
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