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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

ISSUED: April 9, 2024 
EXPIRATION: April 9, 2025 

City of Fort Collins 
c/o Lynsey Bosch, CSU Energy Institute 
430 N. College Ave. 
Fort Collins, CO 80524 
 
Dear Property Owner: 
 
This letter provides you with confirmation that the proposed changes to your designated Fort 
Collins landmark property, the Fort Collins Power Plant at 430-454 N. College Ave., have been 
approved by the City’s Historic Preservation Division because the proposed work meets the 
criteria and standards in Chapter 14, Article IV of the Fort Collins Municipal Code.   
 

1) Gas turbine exhaust ducting and thimble, through roof, with related rooftop 
reinforcement. All permanent exhaust ducting to terminate 25” above roof membrane 
(below level of existing parapet). Temporary 5-10 foot chimney raised only during 
engine operation. See attached work description and figures for additional details. 
 

Notice of the approved application will be provided to building and zoning staff to facilitate the 
processing of any permits that are needed for the work. 
 
Please note that all ensuing work must conform to the approved plans. Any non-conforming 
alterations are subject to stop-work orders, denial of Certificate of Occupancy, and restoration 
requirements and penalties. 
 
If the approved work is not completed prior to the expiration date noted above, you may apply 
for an extension by contacting staff at least 30 days prior to expiration. Extensions may be 
granted for up to 12 additional months, based on a satisfactory staff review of the extension 
request. 
 
Property owners can appeal staff design review decisions by filing a written notice of appeal to 
the Director of Community Development & Neighborhood Services within fourteen (14) days of 
this decision. If you have any questions regarding this approval, or if I may be of any assistance, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  I can be reached at yjones@fcgov.com or at 970-224-6045. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Yani Jones 
Historic Preservation Planner 
 
  

mailto:preservation@fcgov.com
https://library.municode.com/co/fort_collins/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=CH14LAPR_ARTIVDEREPRALDERE_S14-52STISPE
mailto:yjones@fcgov.com
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Applicable 
Code 
Standard 

Summary of Code Requirement and Analysis (Rehabilitation) Standard 
Met 
(Y/N) 

SOI #1 A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use 
that requires minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, 
spaces, and spatial relationships; 
 
This project will not alter the existing use of this historic 
building by the Energy Institute, and so this Standard is met. 

Y 

SOI #2 The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. 
The removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, 
spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be 
avoided. 
 
The only exterior materials that will need to be removed for this 
project include roofing, which is not a distinctive material of this 
historic building because the flat roof is hidden behind a 
parapet. Although the temporary chimney will be visible from 
the public rights-of-way, it will only be extended while the 
engine is running, and so this element does not compromise the 
historic character of the building. 

Y 

SOI #3 Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, 
place, and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical 
development, such as adding conjectural features or elements from 
other historic properties, will not be undertaken. 
 
The proposed exhaust ductwork, thimble, and temporary 
chimney are clearly modern features, and so they do not create a 
false sense of historical development. 

Y 

SOI #4 Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in 
their own right will be retained and preserved. 

N/A 

SOI #5 Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques 
or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property will be 
preserved. 
 
Distinctive materials, features, finishes, construction techniques, 
or examples of craftsmanship will not be impacted by this 
project due to the project’s location on the flat roof. 

Y 

SOI #6 Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. 
Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a 
distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in design, 
color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of 
missing features will be substantiated by documentary and physical 
evidence. 

N/A 

SOI #7 Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken 
using the gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage to 
historic materials will not be used. 

N/A 
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SOI #8 Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If 
such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be 
undertaken. 

N/A 

SOI #9 New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction 
shall not destroy historic materials that characterize the property. 
The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be 
compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features 
to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

N/A 

SOI #10 New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be 
undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the 
essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 
 
Because the exterior work area is limited to the building’s flat 
roof, the exhaust system could be removed in the future without 
impact to the integrity of the historic property or its 
environment. 

Y 

 
 



Gas Turbine Exhaust Scope of Work 

Changes Overview 

Gas Turbine exhaust must be safely routed outdoors through the roof. To do this a hole must be 
cut in the roof to allow for the exhaust ducting and a heat insulating thimble to pass through. The 
thimble is necessary for heat protection of the surrounding roof. Structural redesign and 
reinforcement are necessary to rebuild the area of the roof puncture so that it can hold the 
ducting and thimble securely, as well as reinforce around the minor beam being removed to make 
way for the exhaust. All design, construction, and installation on the roof will be done by 
Hillside Construction Inc, as specified in Appendix Fig 1.  

Fig 1. SolidWorks Model     Fig 2. SolidWorks Model  

 

Above shows a SolidWorks model of the building structure with the silencer inside. You can see 
the silencer exhaust ducting and thimble going through the roof. The ducting terminates below 
the top edge of the monitor.  

 

Below, Fig 3 and Fig 4 are images of the silencer inside the building. Fig 4 shows an up-close 
view of the minor structural member that will need to be removed, marked with red.  In the same 
image, marked in blue, is the fire sprinkler system, which will need to be rerouted further away 
from the silencer, still within the interior building space. Sprinkler rerouting is being directed by 
Hillside Construction and Front Range Fire.  

 

Monitor 

Silencer 



       

Fig 3.  Photo of Silencer     Fig 4. Photo of silencer at ceiling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Visibility from street  

All permanent exhaust ducting will terminate 25” above the roof membrane. This is not visible 
from the front of the building, as it is blocked by the parapet roof, which extends 32” from the 
roof membrane at the point of interest. The ducting ends well below the top of the monitor, 
which is barely visible from the street. Below are sidewalk view images from the west entrance 
of the building, and a roof image of the zone to be cut.  

The engine exhaust will have a temporary chimney that is erected only when running, and 
lowered below visibility when the engine is not running. The chimney will have a height of 
approximately 5-10 feet and be visible from the sidewalk during testing. 

 

 

 

 

Fig 5. Sidewalk View of Powerhouse West           Fig 6. Roof image at construction zone 
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Fig 7. Hillside Construction Invoice 

 



 

Fig 8. Inexhaust Thimble Drawing 

 



 



 



From: Bosch,Lynsey
To: Raime Lanham; Yani Jones
Cc: Raime Lanham
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Powerhouse Project: Exhaust Ducting
Date: Monday, April 8, 2024 4:37:14 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
Exhaust Scope of Work[62].docx

Hi Yani,
 
Please find an updated document and the comments below from the research team.
 
The sprinkler system is being rerouted but will stay within the interior of the building, there is no
sprinkler going on the exterior. The document has been clarified.  
 
There will be a permanent exhaust pipe extending through the roof that is always not visible.
We are limiting any exhaust visibility as much as possible, that is why the temporary chimney
will only be raised while the engine is running. The temporary chimney and may extend 5-10
feet from the top of the permanent exhaust, so it will be clearly visible at certain times.
 
Let me know if there are further questions or more needed revisions.
 
Regards,
Lynsey
 
Lynsey Bosch
Associate Director of Operations
Energy Institute
Colorado State University
P: 970-297-3756  I  C: 970-980-3047 
Powerhouse Energy Campus
430 North College Avenue  I  Fort Collins, CO 80524

Facebook  |  Instagram  |  LinkedIn  |  Twitter 

mailto:Lynsey.Bosch@ColoState.EDU
mailto:rlanham@fcgov.com
mailto:yjones@fcgov.com
mailto:rlanham@fcgov.com
https://energy.colostate.edu/contact-energy-institute/
https://www.facebook.com/energyinstitutecsu/
https://www.instagram.com/csuenergy/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/csu-energy-institute-557941136/
https://twitter.com/CSUEnergy
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Fig 1. SolidWorks Model					Fig 2. SolidWorks Model 



Above shows a SolidWorks model of the building structure with the silencer inside. You can see the silencer exhaust ducting and thimble going through the roof. The ducting terminates below the top edge of the monitor. 



Below, Fig 3 and Fig 4 are images of the silencer inside the building. Fig 4 shows an up-close view of the minor structural member that will need to be removed, marked with red.  In the same image, marked in blue, is the fire sprinkler system, which will need to be rerouted further away from the silencer, still within the interior building space. Sprinkler rerouting is being directed by Hillside Construction and Front Range Fire. 
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Fig 3. 	Photo of Silencer 				Fig 4. Photo of silencer at ceiling





























Visibility from street 

All permanent exhaust ducting will terminate 25” above the roof membrane. This is not visible from the front of the building, as it is blocked by the parapet roof, which extends 32” from the roof membrane at the point of interest. The ducting ends well below the top of the monitor, which is barely visible from the street. Below are sidewalk view images from the west entrance of the building, and a roof image of the zone to be cut. 

The engine exhaust will have a temporary chimney that is erected only when running, and lowered below visibility when the engine is not running. The chimney will have a height of approximately 5-10 feet and be visible from the sidewalk during testing.





[image: A building with a few chimneys

Description automatically generated]

[image: A building with several chimneys

Description automatically generated]

Fig 5. Sidewalk View of Powerhouse West 		        Fig 6. Roof image at construction zone









Appendix



[image: A document with text and numbers

Description automatically generated]

Fig 7. Hillside Construction Invoice
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Fig 8. Inexhaust Thimble Drawing
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From: Bosch,Lynsey <Lynsey.Bosch@ColoState.EDU>
Date: Monday, April 8, 2024 at 12:31 PM
To: Raime Lanham <rlanham@fcgov.com>
Cc: Raime Lanham <rlanham@fcgov.com>, Yani Jones <yjones@fcgov.com>
Subject: Re: Powerhouse Project: Exhaust Ducting

Hi Raime,
 
Thank you for the update. I’ve requested the clarifications from the research team and will get
those back to you ASAP.
 
Kind regards,
Lynsey
 
Lynsey Bosch
Associate Director of Operations
Energy Institute
Colorado State University
P: 970-297-3756  I  C: 970-980-3047 
Powerhouse Energy Campus
430 North College Avenue  I  Fort Collins, CO 80524

Facebook  |  Instagram  |  LinkedIn  |  Twitter 
 
 
 
 

From: Raime Lanham <rlanham@fcgov.com>
Date: Friday, April 5, 2024 at 8:49 AM

https://energy.colostate.edu/contact-energy-institute/
https://www.facebook.com/energyinstitutecsu/
https://www.instagram.com/csuenergy/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/csu-energy-institute-557941136/
https://twitter.com/CSUEnergy


To: Bosch,Lynsey <Lynsey.Bosch@ColoState.EDU>
Cc: Raime Lanham <rlanham@fcgov.com>, Yani Jones <yjones@fcgov.com>
Subject: RE: Powerhouse Project: Exhaust Ducting

** Caution: EXTERNAL Sender **

Good morning Lynsey,

Happy Friday! I have CC’d Yani Jones to this email. She is with Historic Preservation and
advised she would be happy to help you with the review in order to get the Certificate of
Appropriateness. She has requested that you provide the following to her:

1. For the purposes of having complete/accurate project documentation for the
Certificate of Appropriateness, would you please have the project description
document you sent over updated to reflect the final plans? If what she
reviews/approves via a COA doesn’t match what comes in with the associated
building permit, it can sometimes cause a headache. For instance, the description
document notes an exhaust height of 25” on page 3 (below the height of the roof
parapet, not at the level of the parapet) and a temporary chimney raising up 5-10 feet
when running (rather than the 12-18 inches you’ve noted below).

2. She will also need to see some detail about the current and proposed location of the
fire sprinkler system if it’s on the exterior, which is also noted on page 3 as being
marked on a photo in blue.

As a further update, I am awaiting word from the City Attorney’s Office (CAO) on the form.
Once we have approval from the CAO and Historic, I will have Ralph sign the form and send
it your way. Please let me know if you have additional questions. Thank you for your time!

Best Regards, 

Raime Lanham
Business Support III
Real Estate Services  
City of Fort Collins
300 Laporte Ave
(970) 221-6211 (office)
rlanham@fcgov.com

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this email and attachments (if any) is confidential and
privileged. It is intended to be conveyed only to the designated recipient(s).  If you are not an intended recipient of this
message, please contact the sender.

https://www.fcgov.com/
mailto:rlanham@fcgov.com

