
 

 
Community Development & Neighborhood Services 
281 North College Avenue 
P.O. Box 580 
Fort Collins, CO 80522.0580 

970.416.2740 
970.224.6134- fax 
fcgov.com 

    Planning, Development & Transportation 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
ISSUED: December 13, 2019 

EXPIRATION: December 13, 2020 

JD Wideman 
324 E. Oak Street 
Fort Collins, CO  80524 

Dear Property Owner: 

This letter provides you with confirmation that the proposed changes to your designated Fort 
Collins landmark property have been approved by the City’s Historic Preservation Division 
because the proposed work meets the criteria and standards in Chapter 14, Article IV of the Fort 
Collins Municipal Code.   

1) Installation of 6’ privacy fence along rear area of lot.
a. Condition 1: Fence posts may abut, but will not be anchored to, the historic 

building.
2) Installation of 3’ iron fence along front yard.

a. Condition 1: Fence posts may abut, but will not be anchored to, the historic 
building.

b. Condition 2: Pickets should be less than 1”x1” in width.
c. Condition 3: Spacing between pickets should be no less than 3.5” of open space 

to maximize open views to the historic property from public rights-of-way.
d. Condition 4: Owner will verify that fence installation is on the owner’s property 

and not abutting property or public rights-of-way. 

Notice of the approved application has been provided to building and zoning staff to facilitate the 
processing of any permits that are needed for the work. 

Please note that all ensuing work must conform to the approved plans. Any non-conforming 
alterations are subject to stop-work orders, denial of Certificate of Occupancy, and restoration 
requirements and penalties. 

If the approved work is not completed prior to the expiration date noted above, you may apply 
for an extension by contacting staff at least 30 days prior to expiration. Extensions may be 
granted for up to 12 additional months, based on a satisfactory staff review of the extension 
request. 

Property owners can appeal staff design review decisions by filing a written notice of appeal to 
the Director of Community Development & Neighborhood Services within fourteen (14) days of 
this decision. If you have any questions regarding this approval, or if I may be of any assistance, 

https://library.municode.com/co/fort_collins/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=CH14LAPR_ARTIVDEREPRALDERE_S14-52STISPE
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please do not hesitate to contact me.  I may be reached at jbertolini@fcgov.com or 970-416-
4250. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jim Bertolini 
Historic Preservation Planner 
 
 
Applicable 
Code 
Standard 

Summary of Code Requirement and Analysis (Rehabilitation) Standard 
Met 
(Y/N) 

SOI #1 A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use 
that requires minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, 
spaces, and spatial relationships; 
 
Property is not changing use as a result of this project.  

Y 

SOI #2 The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. 
The removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, 
spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be 
avoided. 
 
The individual property and the historic district in which the 
property sits are both characterized by generally open front 
yards with modest landscaping, including planted grass lawns 
and mature trees. Per the conditions above, the front yard fence 
will retain mostly open views to the historic building looking 
north from Oak Street.  

Y 

SOI #3 Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, 
place, and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical 
development, such as adding conjectural features or elements from 
other historic properties, will not be undertaken. 
 
Proposed fence design includes minimal ornamentation to be 
compatible with the historic landscape of the property, but 
properly distinguishable as a new fence.  

Y 

SOI #4 Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in 
their own right will be retained and preserved. 

N/A 

SOI #5 Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques 
or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property will be 
preserved. 

N/A 

SOI #6 Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. 
Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a 
distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in design, 
color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of 
missing features will be substantiated by documentary and physical 
evidence. 

N/A 

mailto:jbertolini@fcgov.com
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SOI #7 Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken 
using the gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage to 
historic materials will not be used. 

N/A 

SOI #8 Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If 
such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be 
undertaken. 
 
Minimal excavation is expected to install fence posts.  

N/A 

SOI #9 New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction 
shall not destroy historic materials that characterize the property. 
The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be 
compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features 
to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 
 
New fence should be properly compatible with historic 
landscape and building, properly distinguishable as new 
construction due to fence materials and design, and subordinate 
to the historic building due to 3’ height and open picket/rail 
configuration.  

Y 

SOI #10 New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be 
undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the 
essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 
 
Conditions require fence posts not be anchored into the historic 
building to ensure reversibility of fence installation in the future 
without damaging the historic building.  

Y 
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Jim Bertolini

From: JD Wideman <wideman@janejayne.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 10, 2019 5:43 PM
To: Historic Preservation
Cc: Jodie Robinson
Subject: Re: Fence Application for 324 E Oak St

Jim, 
 
Thank you for your timely response.  We approve the 3’ height for the fence and would like to proceed.  I believe the 
fence at 3’ is enough to deter most, if not all, trespassing, and will help a great deal.  
 
Thanks so much, 
 
JD and Jodie 
 

From: Historic Preservation <preservation@fcgov.com> 
Date: Tuesday, December 10, 2019 at 4:39 PM 
To: JD Wideman <wideman@janejayne.com>, Historic Preservation <preservation@fcgov.com> 
Cc: Jodie Robinson <jodie@janejayne.com> 
Subject: RE: Fence Application for 324 E Oak St 
 
JD and Jodie, 
  
After reviewing the application, generally we find this consistent with the national Standards the City has adopted for 
historic preservation review – we should be able to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for this in short order 
with a couple of conditions to keep in mind for construction.  
  
The key issue is with the height of the fence in the front yard (there were no concerns with the privacy fence enclosing 
the rear yard). To be more consistent with the Standards, reasonably similar to historic fences elsewhere in Fort Collins, 
and minimize obstructions to the view of the property from the street, for staff approval we would require the fence be 
3’ instead of 4’. If you can confirm that a 3’ height works for your needs to deter trespass, I can get a COA with that 
condition issued to you this week. Otherwise, we would have to issue a partial approval for the rear privacy fence and 
deny the request for the front yard (appealable to the Landmark Preservation Commission).  
  
Some other things you should be aware of on fences: 

 Other land use code on fences: Chapter 3.8.11 covers the City’s overall requirements on fencing. It sounds like 
your project is consistent with these but you may want to confirm with zoning prior to moving ahead.  

 The City does provide some general guidance on our website, including contact information for Zoning, here: 
https://www.fcgov.com/zoning/fences 

 It would be important to ensure you’re meeting the required setbacks and that the fence is constructed on your 
property and not public rights of way.  

  
Let me know if you have questions and please confirm that the 3’ height for the front yard fence meets your needs. 
Thanks so much!  
  
JIM BERTOLINI 
Pronouns: he/him/his 
Historic Preservation Planner 



2

Community Development & Neighborhood Services 
281 North College Avenue 
970-416-4250 office 
jbertolini@fcgov.com 
  

From: JD Wideman <wideman@janejayne.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 4, 2019 3:49 PM 
To: Historic Preservation <preservation@fcgov.com> 
Cc: Jodie Robinson <jodie@janejayne.com> 
Subject: Fence Application for 324 E Oak St 
  
Hi there- 
Here is the application and all the information about the fencing we would like to add to the property.  Please review 
and let us know if you have any questions!  
Thanks! 
JD Wideman 
  
  


















