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Currently, portions of the 
North Fork between Halligan 
and Seaman reservoirs run 
dry in reaches due to 
existing diversion structures 
and reservoir operations.
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CURRENT RIVER CONDITIONS 
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Dry stream reach in winter resulting from current 
reservoir operations. Outlet gates are closed after 
irrigation season, and the North Fork is mostly dry 
until the dam spills in late winter. Minor seepage 
through closed gates and groundwater provide the 
only water to this section of river during the winter.

Dry stream reach in summer resulting 
from operation of the North Poudre 
Canal during the irrigation season. 
Often, the river's entire flow is diverted 
into the canal leaving a dry river below.
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Enlarged Halligan Reservoir 
operations would provide 
flows to the river year-round, 
which will improve the entire 
aquatic ecosystem. 
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IMPROVED RIVER CONDITIONS BELOW 
HALLIGAN RESERVOIR

Outlet works design and operation 
would improve water quality and 
temperatures in the North Fork.

A Winter Release Plan and 
Summer Low Flow Plan 
would ensure year-round 
flows on the river below 
Halligan. Flows could be 
augmented with a temporary 
environmental pool.

Ramping rate limitations would 
minimize large unnatural 
fluctuations in flows resulting 
from reservoir operations.

A peak flow bypass would 
provide critical flushing 
flows, emulating natural 
run o� conditions. 

Large, unnatural variations in 
river flows and temperatures  
due to dam operations.

If the reservoir is enlarged, diversions 
will be reconstructed to ensure flows 
can bypass the diversions, eliminating 
dry summer reaches.

Auxiliary aids and services are available for persons with disabilities. V/TDD: 711
Esta información puede ser traducida, sin costo para usted. 970-212-2900


