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US 287 / SOUTH COLLEGE AVENUE BICYCLE LANE PROJECT  
SECOND OPEN HOUSE COMMENT SUMMARY 

 
An open house was held on December 1, 2004, in the Community Room at the Harmony Public 
Library. A draft vision plan for the project, its schedule and bike lane alternatives were informally 
presented.  Forty-one people signed-in representing: bicyclists, property owners, residents, 
business owners and those working on these issues in the City and CDOT. 
 
The following lists comments which are the opinions of the attendees. Parentheses and a 
number represent number of similar comments. 
 
Project Specific Comments: 

- Implementation looks good to me. I’m glad that the project uses bike lanes, not an off-
street path (other than near Harmony Road, and that section is fine.) The signage and 
stripes look consistent with other bike lanes in the city, which is helpful to both drivers 
and bicyclists. 

 
- At intersection with Carpenter, this is very dangerous. Northbound bicyclists are going 

very fast downhill and cars (westbound on Carpenter) are making right hand turns 
(northbound on US 287) on red. Cars are blinded by cars in left hand turn lane. Need to 
move back left turn lane and/or put signs on Carpenter. Blinking light activated by bicycle 
detection would be ideal. (2) 

 
- Glad to see the project moving forward. (1) Thank you! (1) 

 
- Where is the data which answers the question: “Will the US 287 / South College project 

provide expanded safe opportunities for recreational and commuter cyclists?” 
 

- The money proposed for this project could be better applied to expanding and 
connecting existing non-motorized trails. 

 
- From a cycling perspective the building of any bicycle lanes along College Avenue south 

of Harmony will be a trail from nothing to nowhere. A combination of bike lanes, 
bike/hike trails and relatively quiet residential streets can be used for north/south travel 
between Fort Collins and Loveland. Projects like extending the Fossil Creek Trail to 
Timberline or Ziegler or connecting the Fossil Creek and Spring Creek trails will do more 
to promote recreational cycling south of Harmony than complex and problematic lanes 
along College Avenue. 

 
- Raised median for pedestrian and bicyclist refuge at strategic locations. Safety concerns 

for peds and bicyclists. (1) More separation is needed in the off-street path situation 
between bicyclists and pedestrians whether it is a guard rail or some other type of barrier 
to separate the two modes.  

 
- Recommend top priority for completing the off-street portion on the SE corner of 

Harmony and College, not only for bicyclists, but for safety of existing pedestrians. Are 
there any funds available from ADA? There is a specific concern for the visually impaired 
trying to use the existing “trail”. 



 
• Road surface concerns:  Need someway to keep lanes clean. There is a LOT of debris 

on road currently.  Need to pave all entrances to highway from places like stone/rock 
businesses (Pioneer Sand and Gravel and Fossil Creek Nursery) so it doesn’t get 
tracked onto bike lanes. (2) Biggest safety concern is the “ruts and waves” in the 
roadway at the Harmony and Trilby intersections. Possible replacement of the 
intersections with concrete may improve road conditions. 

 
• Connectivity with other bike facilities: Connectivity and uniform markings important. 

 
• Newer riders and children:  Access from Fossil Creek Pkwy. under 287 and North to 

Wal-Mart / Harmony is extremely important for children and newer riders. Thank you for 
providing it. Great! (1) For a safe bike path system for a child over 10, the following three 
guidelines should be followed: 1. The paths should be separated from traffic by a median 
strip several feet wide. 2. Where the paths intersect with streets, there should be 
pedestrian crossing lights with “no right turn on red when bicycles or pedestrians are 
present.” 3. The paths should not have breaks where bicyclists must interface with 
vehicle traffic, except as noted, (i.e., where there are no crossing lights).  Separate the 
bikes from vehicles. [Summarized.] 

 
• Traffic signal concerns:  Integrate traffic signal with project at Triangle Drive. {Note: 

this signal is planned for the future.} Large amount of traffic concerned with finding a 
gap. This is complicated with bicycles added to this mix. (3) Need to improve detectors 
for left turn lanes so they detect bikes.  With bike lane transition for a turn lane add bike 
detector, possibly flashing to warn automobiles. 

 
• Signage:  Use reflective marking or yellow coloring for the bike under chevrons symbol. 

(1) The shared by cars and bikes signage does not provide clear information, do the 
chevrons over the bike mean “bike shelter”? Is the dashed arrow around the bike a “bike 
house”? Perhaps it would help to combine a car symbol with a bicycle and the word 
shared. 

 
• Option choices:  Prefers the configuration where cars do not cross over bike lane at 

higher speeds – wait until the intersection to cross over and turn right. 
 
These comments will be shared with the project team and those in the City and at CDOT who 
could address concerns outside of this project. Please contact Kathleen Reavis, City of Fort 
Collins Transportation Planning, 970-224-6140, kreavis@fcgov.com. Information is also 
available at the City's website: http://www.fcgov.com/transportationplanning/scbl.php 
 
The synopsis of the final Vision Plan is scheduled to be presented at an open house on 
February 2, 2005, from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Community Room in the Harmony Public Library, 4616 
S. Shields, southeast corner of Shields and Harmony. 
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