
Prairie Dog Management in Fort Collins – Development Review Process & Options 
LAND USE CODE REQUIREMENTS 

Is the prairie dog 
colony >1 acre? 

Remove prairie dogs 
prior to construction  

Relocate  

Fumigate  
(using City-approved 

methods) 

Natural resource 
protection standards 

apply 

Protect colony 
(with an appropriate 

buffer) 

If removed, mitigate 
for lost ecological 

value   

On-site habitat enhancements  
(for other species) 

Off-site habitat enhancements  
(for prairie dogs or other species) 

Payment-in-lieu**  
(prairie dog mgmt or grassland 

restoration) 

Trap & donate prairie dogs 
(raptor or ferret recovery 

programs) 

Passive Relocation  
(to adjacent property) 

Active Relocation 

Private Property  
(work with property 

owner) 

City Natural Areas  
(work with Natural 

Areas Dept)*** 

NO 

YES 

Mitigation Options* 

***must meet certain 
relocation criteria 

*Mitigation for a specific project is subject to approval by the City Environmental 
Planner as part of the development review process. 

 
NOTE: mitigation requirements may be reduced if more humane forms of 
fumigation are used (e.g., carbon monoxide). 

**fee to be determined in coordination 
with Natural Areas Dept 
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