
A gift to a local government entity is tax deductible if it is solely for “public purposes.” The IRS Code, at 
26 U.S.C. §170(c)(1), defines “charitable contribution” (which is tax deductible) to include “a contribution 
or gift to or for the use of”:

Organizations That Qualify To Receive Deductible Contributions
You can deduct your contributions only if you make them to a qualified organization. Most organizations, other 
than churches and governments, must apply to the IRS to become a qualified organization.

Table 1.	 Examples of Charitable Contributions—A Quick Check

Use the following lists for a quick check of whether you can deduct a 
contribution. See the rest of this publication for more information and 
additional rules and limits that may apply.

Please, consult a tax advisor for the federal, state, and local tax consequences of any 
charitable contribution.

YES, a donation to the 

City of Fort Coll
ins is a tax 

deductible charitable gift! 

For more information, email 

nbodenhamer@fcgov.com
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