
PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT NO. 1 
 
Following is the proposed language for Section 1 and Section 4 of Article II and Section 
7 of Article VIII of the Charter: 
 

ARTICLE II.  
CITY COUNCIL 

 
 Section 1.   Membership; terms. 
 
 (a)  Composition of Council. The Council shall consist of seven (7) members, 

including a Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem, elected as provided in this Article. 
 
 (b) Method of election. The Mayor shall be nominated and elected from the city at 

large. The remaining six (6) members shall be nominated and elected by Districts. The 
election of District Councilmembers shall alternate between the election of 
representatives for Council Districts 1, 3 and 5 and the election of representatives for 
Council Districts 2, 4 and 6. 

 
 (c) Council district boundaries. The city shall be divided into six (6) contiguous, 

reasonably compact districts, each of which shall consist of contiguous, undivided 
general election precincts and, to the extent reasonably possible, an equal number of 
inhabitants. The districts shall be numbered consecutively in a clockwise fashion 
beginning with the northeast district, which shall be District 1. The Council shall establish 
by ordinance the process for adjusting district boundaries and giving notice of any 
proposed boundary changes, and the manner of protesting such proposed changes. 

 
 (d) Terms. Except as otherwise provided in Section 18 of this Article and Section 

3(d) of Article IX, the term of office of the Mayor shall be two (2) years, and the term of 
office of all other members of the Council shall be four (4) years each; provided, however, 
that all such officers shall serve until their successors have been elected and have taken 
office. The terms of the Mayor and other members of the Council shall begin when they 
take the oath of office, which shall occur as the first order of business at the first regular 
or special Council meeting following the final certification of election results and after 
expiration of the recount period, or their appointment. 

 
 … 
 
 Section 4. Organization 
 

The Mayor shall preside at meetings of the Council and shall be recognized as head of 
the city government for all ceremonial purposes and by the Governor of the state for 
purposes of military law. The Mayor shall execute and authenticate legal instruments 
requiring the signature of the Mayor. The Mayor shall also perform such other duties as 
may be provided by ordinance which are not inconsistent with the provisions of this 
Charter. 

 
At the first regular or special meeting after final certification of a City election, the 
Council shall elect a Mayor Pro Tem for a two (2) year term from among the members 
of the Council to act as Mayor during the absence or disability of the Mayor.  If a 
vacancy occurs in the position of Mayor, the Mayor Pro Tem shall become Mayor as 
provided in Section 18(b) below. 

 
… 

 
  



ARTICLE VIII. 
ELECTIONS 

 
 Section 7.   Certification of election results. 
 

No later than the tenth day after every city election and, after verifying the total number of 
legal votes cast for each candidate and measure voted upon, the Board of Elections shall 
complete a certificate declaring the results of the election. The candidate receiving the 
highest number of votes for a particular office shall be declared elected to that office.  In 
event of a tie, the selection shall be made by the Board of Elections by lot after notice to 
the candidates affected.  In case the candidate elected fails to qualify within sixty (60) 
days after the date of issuance of the certificate of election, the candidate with the next 
highest vote shall be elected, and the candidate failing to qualify shall forfeit his or her 
office whether or not such candidate has taken the oath of office.  If there is no other 
elected successor who qualifies, the office shall be deemed vacant, and shall be filled by 
appointment by the remaining members of the council, as provided in Article II, Section 
18.  In the event of a mandatory recount or recount by request, the Board of Elections 
shall complete an amended certificate declaring the results of the election no later than 
the fifth day after the completion of the recount. 

 
 
  


