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Planning, Development & Transportation 

 
Rental Housing Minimum Requirements 

Required Items in ALL Rental Housing 
 

Exterior General 
 

1. Building, sidewalks, outbuildings and fences generally must be in good repair and free 
from hazards like damaged and loose building components. 

2. Yards must not have rodent, vermin or insect infestation and free from hazards such as 
open holes or broken sidewalks.  

3. Stairways must not have loose or broken steps and have handrails solidly attached. 
4. Decks and porches 30 inches above the ground must have guardrails that are solidly 

attached. 
5. Window wells within 3 feet of driveways or sidewalks must be protected with guard rails 

or grate covers.    
 
Interior General 
 

1. Windows and doors must be capable of keeping wind and elements out. 
2. Insect screens are required on windows and doors used for ventilation May to November. 
3. Entry doors are required to have locks for security; locks shall operate from inside 

without a key or special knowledge. 
4. Windows located within 6 feet of ground are required to have locks for security. 
5. All floors, walls, stairs, doors and windows to be maintained in good repair and free from 

decay or defective surfaces. 
6. All stairs must have handrails and guardrails installed and solidly attached. 
7. All interior doors must be securely attached and open and close properly.  
8. All interior spaces must be free from rodent, vermin or insect infestation. 
9. All walking surfaces must be in generally good repair. 

 
Light 
 

1. Every habitable space must have a window for natural light with a glazed area sized not 
less than 8% of the floor area of the room. 

2. In buildings containing 3 or more dwelling units, the common hallways and stairways 
must be provided with one 60 watt bulb per every 200 square feet.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
Ventilation 
 

1. Every habitable space must have at least one openable window for natural ventilation 
sized not less than 4% of the floor area of the room. 

2. Every bathroom and toilet room must have an openable window to the exterior or have an 
exhaust fan, ducted to the exterior. 

3. Every clothes dryer must be exhausted to the exterior through independent ducts. 
 
Occupancy General  
 

1. Dwelling units must be arranged to provide privacy from adjoining spaces. 
2. Every bedroom must have access to at least one water closet and lavatory without passing 

through another bedroom. 
3. Spaces used for food preparation must contain suitable space and equipment to store, 

prepare and serve foods in a sanitary manner. 
4. Adequate facilities for temporary storage and sanitary disposal of food waste and refuse 

are required.  
 
Plumbing Facilities  
 

1. Every dwelling unit must contain its own bathtub or shower, lavatory, water closet and 
kitchen sink, maintained in safe and sanitary condition.  

2. A kitchen sink must not be used as a substitute for the required lavatory. 
3. Toilet rooms and bathrooms must provide privacy 
4. All plumbing fixtures must be maintained in a safe, sanitary and functional condition, 

free from obstructions, leaks and defects. 
5. All kitchen sinks, lavatories, laundry facilities, bathtubs and showers must have hot and 

cold running water. 
6. The water supply system must have sufficient volume and pressure for proper function of 

plumbing fixtures. 
7. Water heated to a temperature of not less than 110 degrees must be provided. 
8. All plumbing fixtures must be connected to an approved sewer system without 

obstructions, leaks and defects. 
 
Mechanical Facilities  
 

1. Habitable spaces must have heat during the period from September 15 to May 15 and 
maintain a temperature of not less than 68 degrees F. 

2. All mechanical appliances must be properly installed and maintained in a safe working 
condition.  

3. All fuel-burning equipment and appliances except for gas-cooking appliances, must be 
connected to an approved chimney or vent. 

4. All mechanical equipment must have an approved automatic safety fuel shutoff, an 
accessible manual fuel shutoff valve and a listed appliance fuel connector.  

5. Gas cooking appliances must not be used for space heating of any portion of a dwelling 
or guestroom, and, portable fuel burning appliances are prohibited. 
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6. Every rental housing unit containing fuel-burning appliances(s) or constructed with an 
attached garage must have an approved carbon monoxide alarm maintained in sound 
operational condition. 

 
Electrical Facilities 
  

1. Dwelling units must have a three-wire, 120/240 volt, electrical service having a rating of 
not less than 60 amperes. 

2. All electrical equipment, wiring and appliances must be properly installed and maintained 
in a safe and approved manner. 

3. Every habitable space in a dwelling must contain at least (2) separate and remote 
receptacle outlets. 

4. Every laundry area must contain at least (1) grounded receptacle or a receptacle protected 
with a ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI). 

5. Every bathroom must contain at least (1) receptacle protected with a ground fault circuit 
interrupter.  

6. Receptacle outlets installed in kitchens, garages, unfinished basements and exterior 
locations must be protected by ground fault circuit interrupters.  

7. Every public hall, interior stairway, toilet room, kitchen, bathroom, laundry room, boiler 
room and furnace room must contain at least (1) electric light fixture. 

8. Extensions cords must not be wired directly to permanent wiring or installed inside walls, 
through floors, under carpets or attached to trim or walls.  

 
Fire Safety Requirements  
 

1. All means of egress doors must be openable from the inside without the need for keys, 
special knowledge or effort. 

2. Every rental dwelling unit or guestroom must have access directly to the outside or to a 
public corridor which leads to an exterior exit.  

3. Below grade sleeping rooms must be provided with emergency escape window having a 
maximum sill height of (48) inches above the floor and a minimum openable area of 
(720) square inches. 

4. Smoke alarms (electric or battery operated) must be installed in each of the following 
areas:  

a. On the ceiling or wall outside of each separate sleeping area in the immediate 
vicinity of bedrooms.  

b. In each room used for sleeping purposes. 
c. In each story within a dwelling unit, including basements. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mwg 
1.22.09 


