Problem Statement

Based on an assessment of current con-
ditions and considering the ramifica-
tions of future development and growth
of the Corridor, the following Mason
Street Transportation Corridor Problem
Statement was developed to devise al-
ternatives and evaluation criteria for the
selection of a preferred alternative.

1.The College Avenue corridor is the
core north-south backbone of the
City of Fort Collins. Numerous
commercial, cultural, educational,
and government destinations are
situated along the corridor within a
few blocks of College Avenue (US
287). The continued economic
viability of this Corridor depends on
a high level of mobility.

2.Automobile capacity in this corridor
is physically limited. College Avenue
(US 287) is at capacity—approach-
ing “F” (failing) level of service—
and is constrained from widening to
accommodate growing needs
because of the enormous cost of

removing many businesses and
homes. As Fort Collins grows,
automobile congestion and expen-
sive or nonexistent automobile
parking will increasingly threaten
the viability of the corridor.

3.There is currently no safe and
convenient transportation corridor
dedicated to reasonably quick multi-
modal movement, which includes
vehicular, bicyclist, transit commut-
ers and pedestrians whose destina-
tions are activity centers on or near
College Avenue (US 287). Bus
transit is not heavily used. Access is
not convenient. Integration and
better connections are needed to the
city wide and regional transporta-
tion system.

4.The development of a Mason Street
Transportation Corridor represents a
rare opportunity to ensure the long-
term viability, livability and func-
tionality of this critical core urban
zone. It has the potential of provid-
ing a choice of high quality trans-
portation modes, including alterna-
tive modes, vehicular modes, and
parking.

CORRIDOR VISION

....acity that, in its continuing transfor-
mation from a small city to a major met-
ropolitan center in Northern Colorado,
has successfully channeled “growth”
into positive “community development.”
A city whose transportation system is
centered along the Mason Street Trans-
portation Corridor supported by multiple
modes of travel. A corridor that supports
a compact land use pattern and links to-
gether multiple activity centers, parking
and neighborhoods. And a corridor that
provides regional linkages and connec-
tions, within Northern Colorado and
along the Front Range.

....a corridor that makes choices for
transportation a real possibility. It shifts
the balance towards a future in which
different modes of travel are widely uti-
lized, in order to relieve the congested
College Avenue corridor. Access is con-
venient. Our vision achieves a miracle in
Fort Collins in that transit options are
attractive and highly utilized.
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..... a corridor that links together major
destinations and activities ... the down-
town Civic Center, Colorado State Uni-
versity, the South College Avenue retail
corridor, and south Fort Collins. Integra-
tion and better connections are success-
fully made to city-wide and regional
transportation systems. The corridor will
strengthen and unify the city as a whole,
as well as the activity centers and neigh-
borhoods that it connects.

....the development of a Mason Street
Transportation Corridor represents a rare
opportunity to ensure the long-term vi-
ability, livability, and functionality of this
critical core urban zone. It has the po-
tential of providing a choice of high qual-
ity vehicular and alternative transporta-
tion modes and parking. Our vision for
the corridor is for a cohesive design that
integrates transit, bicycling, walking, and
vehicular traffic in an attractive,, ,
urban environment.



CORRIDOR VISION

Mason Street Transportation Corridor Bicycle Connection

CR 50

RLAND TRL
TAFT HILL RD
LEMAY AVE

[e)

VINE DR

LAPORTE AVE

INTERSTATE 25

MULBERRY ST

Sy

PROSPECT RD

__4;52 eek Trail

DRAKE;-’

HORSETOOTH RD

L4
W
o

&

J
ity

e\
2,

\

s, .
LEMAY AVE
TIMBERLINE RD
‘\\\\m\‘
o

s

ur,
s,

HARMONY RD

o

Cre

\98,(,7;_0\7
L CR36

Mason Street Transportation Cd¥ridor — ll)j
EEEEE NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN QRN Ep RN ERERES * COLLEGE AVE
o
&£
AR

, i,
R s
) Ay,
1,

TAFT HILL RD

[,

LSA

— Trail
1 Proposed Trail

o s

s

S
s

I
1 MILE

COLLEGE AVE
S

SHIELDS ST
TIMBERLINE RD

ﬂ CR 32

11900

Vision: To provide a north/south bicycle connection with the Poudre River,
Spring Creek, and Fossil Creek Trails

Corridor Vision

Prior to developing alternatives to ad-
dress the Mason Street Transporta-
tion Corridor, it was desirable to
design a vision questionnaire to so-
licit from the community their
ideas or vision on what the Corri-
dor could look like. A Vision
Questionnaire was administered
as “a means of obtaining broad
community input in the devel-
opment of a vision for the Cor-
ridor.” The questionnaire in-
cluded project information and back-
ground and was designed to solicit in-
put on a number of focused topics. The
purpose of the vision questionnaire was
to invite the respondents to focus in on
the project through some fairly defined
questions regarding connections, com-
munity character, purposes, and ideas for
new development. Approximately 4,000
questionnaires were distributed with a
return of 352, for a response rate of about
6-7 percent.

There are many different opinions on
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the vision for the Corridor; however, a
general consensus is that the Corridor
should be busy with many people en-
joying themselves; walking, biking, sit-
ting and talking. Most of those that re-
sponded indicated that the Corridor
should be landscaped and attractive.
Some would like to see an “Old Town”
feel to it. They mostly want the corridor
to fit into the community and be highly
used. They want it to be a fun, friendly,
attractive environment that they can be
proud to take visitors to.



Many envision little shops and vendors
along the Corridor, like delis, coffee
shops, and places for entertainment. It
should be a fun place to be with
greenbelts and benches throughout.
Also, many see some sort of outdoor
artwork and fountains along the Corri-
dor. A large number of the respondents
indicated that it should be used year-
round and a place to take families.

A general comment was the recognition
for easy access to the adjoining neigh-
borhoods and businesses, and ample
parking for those wanting to use the
Corridor from other parts of the city.

Some respondents envision the Corri-
dor as a convenient way to get from
point A to point B, whereas others vi-
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sion the Corridor as a potential activity
corridor where they could spend the day
with their friends or families.

Assignificant number of respondents feel
that lighting, safety, and security is very
important. They see the Corridor being
used into the night and providing a safe
environment for children and adults alike.

The general consensus was that pedestri-
ans, bikers, and commuters should all make
use of the Corridor; however, these groups
should be safely separated from one another.

Operationally, many of the respondents
commented on local and express type
transit service, with the local service
having many stops and the express ser-
vice having just a few stops.

General consensus from the questionnaire was that pedestrians, bikers, and commuters
should all make use of the Corridor, but they should be safely separated from one another.

How would you use the Mason Street Transportation Corridor?

Hop on a train to get to Denver
Hop on trolley to/from Old Town
Stroll, bike or bus to a restaurant
Walk/bike recreationally/exercise
Walk, bike or bus to shopping

Take out-of-towners on a scenic ride
Ride bus to specific location because faster
Commute to work by bus or rail
Commute to work by bicycle
Walk/bike as a family

Explore historical sites

Walk to work

Use the corridor to get to school

Where

Shopping/restaurants

Entertainment

City trail system, parks, natural areas
Government centers

Services or offices

Library

Home

Where do you want to go? (Laurel to Prospect)

Colorado State University
Shopping/restaurants

City trail system, parks, natural areas
Entertainment

Services or offices

Home
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do you want to go? (Downtown Area)
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Where do you want to go? (Prospect to Drake)

Shopping/restaurants
City trail system, parks, natural areas

Colorado State Universi
v Where do you want to go? (Horsetooth to Harmony)
Services or offices
Shopping/restaurants
Entertainment
Connection to regional rail or bus service
Home
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Services or offices

Shopping/restaurants
Front Range Community College
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What do you want it to be like?
Safety

Security

Cleanliness/maintenance

General convenience

Appearance

Ability to get somewhere faster than alternatives
Pedestrian connections to neighborhoods
Rail Station

Bicycle connections to neighborhoods
Safe and Convenient car parking

Secure bike parking

Cost of a transit ride

Weather protection

Bus stop every 1/4 mile . |
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