
Introduction In Fort Collins from 1996 to 2002, motor vehicle collisions 
involving pedestrians increased 31 percent, from 29 in 1996 to 
38 in 2002, according to reports filed with the Fort Collins 
Police Service Department. National studies, however, have 
shown that pedestrian crash data is notoriously underreported.  
It is anticipated that the actual number of pedestrian related 
collisions throughout Fort Collins are much higher. In addition, 
to the actual reported collisions, there are many anecdotal 
incidents of pedestrians experiencing “near misses” or 
intimidation by aggressive motorists. 

 
Walking is the oldest and most universal form of travel. Every 
personal trip involves some element of walking, whether it is a 
pure pedestrian trip, or combined with other modes of travel 
such as, transit, driving or cycling. A pedestrian is legally 
defined as a person who walks from one place to another either 
by foot or using an assisted mobility device. Pedestrians 
include citizens of Fort Collins and visitors of all ages and 
abilities. If people are to walk safely, conveniently, efficiently 
and comfortably they need an environment and facilities 
designed to meet their travel needs.   

 

Complaints 
have primarily 
centered on 
motorists not 
yielding to 
pedestrians in 
crosswalks 
when making 
left or right 
turns at 
intersections… 

During the seven year time period there were a total of 223 
reported pedestrian-motor 
vehicle collisions, of which 
164 (74 percent) resulted in 
pedestrian injuries. Of the 
injury crashes, six resulted i
pedestrian fatalities. Nearly 
half of these injury crashes 
occurred at intersections, 
leaving the remaining crashes 
happening along the street 
between intersections. Further 
analysis of the police reports is 
necessary to accurately 
attribute these collisions to the 
appropriate cause and best 
determine the proper 
ountermeasures. 

 
A safe and efficient pedestrian system has long been an 
established goal and integral part of the City of Fort Collins’ 
transportation and land use network. According to the 
community goals contained in the City’s comprehensive plan, 
City Plan (2004), the Transportation Master Plan (2004), and 
Pedestrian Plan (1996), pedestrian mobility will be a practical 
and enjoyable means of travel as part of the City’s vision for a 
balanced transportation system.  

164 
n 

 
The Problem 
 
Citizen concerns regarding pedestrian safety at intersections 
and crosswalks have grown considerably within the last few 
years. As vehicle traffic volumes increase throughout the City, 
people have become apprehensive about being able to cross the 
street safely. Complaints have primarily centered on motorists 
not yielding to pedestrians in crosswalks when making left or 
right turns at intersections, as well as not yielding to 
pedestrians in mid-block or unmarked crosswalks. 

c

 

 1

 
Consequently, the perception concerning lack of pedestrian 
safety while crossing the street negatively affects the overall 
vision and goals for the community. City Plan calls for a 



practical and enjoyable walking environment, where the publi
street is designed in a matter that elevates the importance of th

edestrian.  
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e 
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Crash data and the City’s long term vision plus a growing 
desire and need for a safe and walkable community that 
efficiently link pedestrians to transit, schools, shopping centers, 
employment areas and recreational facilities indicate a need to 
eexamine and update the City’s current practices. r

 
Community Vision, Policies and 
Goals 
 
The City of Fort Collins is committed to providing safe and 
efficient transportation choices for all of its citizens. Vision 
statements and goals within City Plan and the Transportation 
Master Plan, address this very issue.  

 
balanced transportation system, including a viable pedestrian 

. Some of these goals include the following sta
 

“Our community will develop and sustain a safe, 
convenient, and efficient transportation system 
incorporating and integrating many modes of travel 
including autom

 
“Fort Collins will confront and mitigate the negative impacts of 
the car on our lives. The vision recognizes the importance of 
the automobile as a means of transportation, but begins to shift 
the balance towards a future in which different modes of 
transportation are also used. Our community will have an 
overall transportation system and urban form that supports a 
wide choice of efficient ways to travel,”… and an environment 
in which “All modes of travel will be safe and efficient.” (City 
Plan, 2004) 

(City Plan, 2004) 
 

“Walking will be a practical and enjoyable means of travel.
Our City will provide a safe and convenient pede
system to support all other aspects of the overall 
transportation system. 
Pedestrian facilities will elevate the importance of the 
pedestrian. The pedestrian will be given equal 

 
In addition to the Community Vision statement above, City 
Plan outlines several community goals that relate to a safe and  consideration with other modes within the shared publ

space of the street system...” (City Plan, 2004)  
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Specific transportation policies regarding pedestrian mobilit
are principal elements of City Plan and the Transportation 
Master Plan. Policies T-5 through T-8 specifically 
pedestrian facilities, street crossings, intersection 
mproveme

y 

refers to 

nts, and developing a secure pedestrian 

nd 

 the 

 

 The 

 strategy of creating a walkable city.  

and 

tor vehicle collisions. 
Approximately 34 percent of these injuries and 18 percent of 

en 1996 
lted in 

ashes 

Approximately 51 percent of the collisions occurring at 
 and 25 percent in fatalities.  

n 
edestrian 

strian ‘Walk / Don’t Walk’ signal heads have 
been installed elevating the safety for pedestrians at those 

Statistics 
 
Pedestrian Crash Factors   
 
Pedestrians are the most at risk and vulnerable street user, 
collisions with motor vehicles often result in injury or death. 
Nationally, each year approximately 5,000 pedestrians are 
killed and 90,000 are injured in mo

i
environment.  
 
“The City will design street crossings consistent with adopted 
standards with regard to crosswalks, lighting, median refuges, 
corner sidewalk widening, ramps, signs, signals, and 
landscaping.  Crosswalks should be well marked and visible to 
motorists. They should be designed to fit and enhance the 
ontext and character of the area, and provide for safety for all 

the deaths occur at intersections.   
 
In Fort Collins, a total of 223 pedestrian-motor vehicle 
collisions were reported to the police department betwe
and 2002. Of those, 164 resulted in injuries and six resu
pedestrian deaths. Roughly half of these injury cr
occurred at intersections, with the remaining collisions 
occurring along the street between intersections. 

c
age groups and ability groups.” (City Plan, 2004) 
 
To achieve this vision and the goals set forth in City Plan a
the Transportation Master Plan, the City has drafted two 
legally enforceable documents, the Land Use Code and
Larimer County Urban Areas Street Standards. These 

ocuments attempt to create a walkable city through intersections resulted in injuriesd
 development design and construction of infrastructure. 

 
Furthermore, five recommended action items from the City’s 
Pedestrian Plan completed in 1996 were incorporated into the
two documents. Through these action items, the City has 
placed a higher emphasis on pedestrians in the ongoing effort 
to shape and design the streets and better manage traffic. 

lan’s multiple recommendations primarily focus on the 

Location of Pedestrian Collisions 
 
Most pedestrian and motor vehicle collisions occur downtow
and along College Avenue. Downtown is the highest p
activity area in the City. The majority of intersections along 
College Avenue in the downtown area have automatic 
pedestrian phases programmed into the signal cycle. In 
addition, pede

P
“Three E’s”
 
Education 
Engineering 
Enforcement 
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intersections.  
 
Analysis of the police reports indicate that about half of these 
pedestrian collisions occurred at mid-block or between 



intersections. This may be attributed to the center aisle park
along College Avenue and pedestrians darting out across th
treet at nu

ing 
e 

merous locations to get to their cars or the local 

 

torists pulling 

llege Avenue at Drake Road and Shields Street at 

re 

o 

ents or a City 
capital improvement projec
 

s
businesses. 
 
The second highest pedestrian and motor vehicle collision area
was West Elizabeth Street between City Park Avenue and 
Shields Street. This street also has very high pedestrian traffic 
as it functions as a primary gateway for Colorado State 
University students heading to and from campus. Even though 
there is no defining pattern to the pedestrian and motor vehicle 
collision factors, it appears that most are related to pedestrians 
crossing the street mid-block outside a crosswalk, pedestrians 
rossing against a traffic controlled signal, or moc

in or out of driveways and striking a pedestrian.  
 
Ironically, two intersections that have been recently improved 
appeared as problem areas for pedestrian-motor vehicle 
collisions, according to the police reports. These intersections 
re South Coa

Drake Road.      
 
Figure 1 locates several areas of the City that have the highest 
pedestrian-motor vehicle collision occurrences. These areas a
referred to as “hot spots.” While useful for locating problem 
areas, it also tends to highlight the areas with the highest 
pedestrian traffic. It does not identify areas where people avoid 
walking because it is perceived as too dangerous to walk due t
lack of pedestrian facilities or facilities that are in disrepair. 
This shortcoming should be addressed and needs to be kept in 
mind when areas are identified for improvem

Figure 1 
Pedestrian-Motor Vehicle Collision Map - “Hot Spots” 

t.  
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on motorists movements included 
right turn on red, improper turning, and improper backing. 
Citations were also issued for crashes that involved motorists 
with alcohol or drug use.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Causes for Pedestrian Collisions 
 
Motorists are not always at fault in pedestrian-motor vehicle 
collisions. In collisions where fault was determined, a tota
44 citations were issued to motorists and 20 were issued to
pedestrians. The majority of the crashes resulted in no citation 
being issued since fault could not be determined. Figure 2 
demonstrates that failure to yield the right-of-way by the 
motorist to the pedestrian was the most common motorist 
citation (48%). Other comm
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   Figure 3 
 Pedestrian Contributing Circumstances 
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   Figure 2 
    Motorists Contributing Circumstances 
 

edestrian citations primarily were issued for failure to yield to 
the motorists, this includes ‘jaywalking,’ followed by crashes 
involving alcohol or drug use. The “other” category is the 
largest because it becomes a catch-all due to the limitations of 
the data tracking software. Exa ples of the “other” category 
are people playing in the street or parking lots, or being struck 
by a motor vehicle while walking along side the road. These 
data are represented in Figure 3
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

National studies have shown that turning movements at 
intersections account for a high collision rate between 
pedestrians and motor vehicles. Left turning vehicles created 
an environment almost four times more hazardous as through 
movements to the pedestrian. The problem was even greater at 
signalized intersections. Studies attribute this to motorists 

P

m

. 

 

 



Age Group Under 5 yeas 5 to 9 years 10 to 14 years 15 to 19 years 20 to 24 ye tal

Injuries 2 12 13 28 64
Fatality 0 0 0 1 6

 % of all injuries 1.22% 7.32% 7.93% 17.07% 18.90%

% of all fatalities 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 16.67% 0.00% 16.67% 16.67% 0.00% 0.00% 50.00% *

% of Fort Collins Population 5.90% 5.94% 6.17% 9.53% 16.04% 16.95% 14.57% 11.68% 5.37% 7.86% *

r ars 25 to 34 years 35 to 44 years 45 to 54 years 55 to 64 years 65 and over To

31 15 23 18 10 12 1
0 1 1 0 0 3

9.15% 14.02% 10.98% 6.10% 7.32% *

being fixated on looking for a gap in traffic and not looking for 
pedestrians that may be in the crosswalk.1 
   
Further analysis of the Fort Collins’ police reports including 
field investigations are required to better understand the causes 
of the pedestrian-motor vehicle collisions in Fort Collins. 
Proper countermeasures can then be recommended for 
specifically identified problem areas.   
 
At Risk Groups 
 
National statistics show that children and the elderly are the 
most at-risk age groups and are most likely to be killed or 
injured in a collision with a motor vehicle. Almost one fourth 
(23%) of children between the age of five and nine killed in  
traffic crashes were pedestrians. Studies have shown that 
children under the age of 10 are not capable of crossing busy 
treets on their own. They have not yet developed proper  

 

s

                                                 
1 U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administ
Review of Pedestrian Safety Research in the United States and A

ration. A 
broad.  

udgment of a car’s speed and distance, peripheral vision, or 
oaching 

s 

ents with lower 

ns. 
mber of 

cent of the City’s 

                                                

j
the awareness of the direction of sound, such as an appr
car, and the proper concentration or focus level.2 
 
However, according to a Swedish study, the elderly street user
between the age of 65 and 84 years are the highest at risk 
group. 3 The study reports that they are 25 times more likely to 
be killed in a motor vehicle collision when crossing the street 
than people 25 – 44 years old. It also concludes that at-risk 

opulation fatalities equalize in environmp
traffic speeds.  
 
The table below shows the age distribution in Fort Collins for 
pedestrians that sustained injuries in motor vehicle collisio
Adults over the age of 65 years make up the largest nu
atalities (50%), but only about 8 perf

population.  
 

 
2 National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Intersection - Pedestrian 
Safety 
3 Swedish National Road Administration, Pedestrians and Cyclists, 
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Exposure and Injury Risks In Different Traffic Environments for Different
Age Groups. 
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30

35
disabilities are considered an at-risk group even though there is 
no data on these collision rates. 
 
When Most Crashes Occur 
 
Overall, pedestrian-motor vehicle collisions in Fort Collins 
occur during the times of highest pedestrian activity on the 
street. Injuries to pedestrians rise during the day and peak 
during the evening rush hour. Peak collision times for children 
are before and after school. Figure 4 demonstrates the hours of 
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Additionally, it is generally accepted that people with 

ay when most pedestrian-motor vehicle collisions have 

 
Figure 5 

Reported Pedestrian Crashes by Month 
 

y 

Motor vehicle collisions with pedestrians occur throughout the 
year. However, there is a spike in collisions during October 
through March. Additional analysis is required to determine 
what contributing factors, such as school year, day light saving 
time, weather conditions, etc… could be causing the increase 
in collisions. Figure 5 shows the break down for reported 
collisions during the calendar year for Fort Collins.  
 
Stop Sign Compliance Study 
 
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, nationally, each year stop sign violations are 
associated with approximately 200 fatal crashes and 17,000 
non-fatal injuries. When pedestrian right-of-way laws are 

d

 
Figure 4 

i 

Pedestrian-Motor Vehicle Collisions by Time of Da
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violated by either motorists or pedestrians, pedestrians
placed at risk.  
 
n conjunction with the Larime

 are 

r County Safe Kids Coalition 
ty conducted a joint stop sign 

liance survey in pedestrian areas where children are 

lks 
vel 

 
 

 When pedestrians were present at the intersection 
motorists were mo

 - ully  
  
 - Nearly 31 percent did not come to a complete 

stop 
eet. 

- More than half (54 percent) of motorists did 
r people waiting to cross the 

street.  

I
and Federal Express, the Ci
ompc

present. The survey determined the frequency of motorist’s 
compliance at stop signs for marked and unmarked crosswa
in the City. Data were gathered at intersections with one tra
lane in each direction whether pedestrians were present or not 
present. 
 
The study resulted in the following findings: 
 

 Overall approximately 41 percent of local motorist 
surveyed violated the stop signs by not coming to a full 
stop at the intersection or totally ignoring the stop sign 
(one percent), while nationally 45 percent of motorists 
failed to comply putting pedestrian and other vehicles at 
risk.  

 
 Roughly 39 percent of motorists fully complied with 

the stop sign and crosswalk regulations. 
 

 Twenty percent of motorists who completed a stop, 
either stopped in or past the crosswalk, impeding the 
pedestrian path and increasing the risk to people 
crossing the street. 

 
 
 

 

re likely to stop. 
Over 50 percent (54%) of motorists f
stopped when pedestrians were present. 

  stop and 15 percent stopped in or past the  
  crosswalk.   

 
 Motorists where more likely to stop for pedestrians 

crossing the street rather than people waiting to cross. 
- Nearly 22 percent of motorists did not 

while people were crossing the str

not stop fo
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n 

rt 

the 

 regarding the pedestrian transportation system. 
d education, 

wal b
camp i
 
Tasks C
 

ollowi ks for this study:  

liance survey was 
d 

 
ears, 

1996 to 2002. This data is summarized in the Pedestrian 
Crash Factors section of this report.  

 Program staff attended several public outreach events to 
inform the public of the problem and the program.  

Center for Disease Control (CDC). This study will 
perform a walkability audit of the school’s walking 

ns 

 
Pedestrian 
 
In 1 96 he Cit
add  via

ev by T lanning staff and a team of 
iti s

“Fort C

Efforts to Increase Pedestria
Safety in Fort Collins 
 
Safe Walk Fort Collins Pilot Program 

 In 2003 the program staff, in partnership with the 
LCSK Coalition, Poudre Valley Hospital, the Poudre 
School District, and the City’s Smart Trips Department, 
had Mayor Ray Martinez proclaim the month of 
October as Pedestrian Month.  

 Program staff, working in conjunction with the Smart 
Trips Department, and the LCSK Coalition, and the 
City’s Safe Routes to School Program participates 
annually in the “Walk to School Day” event to talk with 
children, teachers, and parents to gather information on 
safety problems that children encounter everyday on 
their way to school. 

 A study is currently being conducted at Riffenberg 
Elementary School. This study is a joint venture with 
the SWFC and the Safe Routes to School programs the 
LCSK Coalition, the Poudre School District, and the 

 
To better address citizen concerns for pedestrian safety in Fo
Collins, the City’s Transportation Planning Department is 
recommending the Safe Walk Fort Collins (SWFC) pilot 
program. This program’s concept was created as a result of 
recommendations of the City’s Pedestrian Plan and has 
become an annual on-going element of the Plan’s 
implementation. The program deals not only with pedestrian 
safety concerns at intersections and crosswalks, but all safety 
oncernsc

Program elements include public outreach an
pecial pedestrian safety studies, such as neighborhood s

ka ility audits, and conducting pedestrian safety 
a gns. 

ompleted to Date 

At present the SWFC program staff has completed the 
ng tas

zone and will collect data and map unsafe conditio
that need improvement.   

f
 Plan  

 In partnership with the Larimer County Safe Kids 
(LCSK) Coalition, a stop sign comp 9  t y created and adopted the Pedestrian Plan to 

ress the bility of walking in the community. It was 
eloped ransportation P

conducted at intersections with pedestrian traffic an
children present.  
The program staff has analyzed and catalogued 
pedestrian and motor vehicle crash data for the y

d
c zen  concerned with improving the City’s walkability.  

ollins is one of a handful of cities that not only 
recognizes the value to its community of restoring equity to 



those on foot s also preparing to bring about necessary 
substantial investments to make walking a 

, but i
changes and make 
viable and tractiv
 
Outlined in the Pe

rvice (LOS) 
ent 

area. There are five LOS measurements that 
ress. They are 

s, visual interest 

nce 

ent of this 

s 

n 

easurements. 

 ramps, and other street 
de of 

 e 

All five
the City
dev p
Sta r
doc e n 
item a te.  
These a
Transp
docume es. 
Mo e
Ma r 
explore
 
Describ
listed in
 

S 

 
 

S 

 
 

rt Collins Traffic Code in 
 State’s Model Traffic Code. 

Implement and secure a funding mechanism to achiev
the “Walkable City” envisioned by the City of Fort 

at e mode of travel.”(Pedestrian Plan) 

destrian Plan are five action items intended 

Collins. 
 

 of these action items have been incorporated into either 
’s Land Use Code (LUC), which addresses to create a walkable city. These five items include: 

 
 Create a pedestrian Level of Se

measurement and target LOS standards by developm

elo ment, or the Larimer County Urban Area Street 
nda ds (LCUASS) (Fort Collins standards). Both of these 

ioum nts have been adopted by City Council. These act
s re not intended to be complete or have a set ending da

re evolving elements of City Plan and the 
ortation Master Plan, and as such, are part of a living 
nt that goes through periodic updates and chang

development, public or private, must add
directness, continuity, street crossing
and amenity, and security. 

 
 Change the pedestrian right-of-way (ROW) ordina

to give pedestrians the ROW over vehicles at all 
crosswalk types and driveways. The action item also 
recommended active education and enforcem
ordinance. 

 
 Require development to perform a Transportation 

Impact Study (TIS) to deal with pedestrian impact
created by the proposed development and identify 
mitigation measures. This study would include a
analysis of the above mentioned pedestrian LOS 
m

st r cently it was recommended in the Transportation 
ste Plan update (2004) to revisit the Pedestrian Plan and 

 possible revisions to the five action items. 

ed below is a brief status report of the five action items 
 the Pedestrian Plan’s executive summary. 

 The measurements and standards for pedestrian LO
have been incorporated into the City of Fort Collins 
Level of Service Manual, the LUC and the LCUASS. A
detailed analysis of pedestrian mobility is required with
all new development proposals as outlined in the LO
manual. 

The pedestrian right-of-way (ROW) ordinances were 
recodified as part of the Fo

 
 Revise the sidewalk, corner

design standards that elevate the pedestrian mo
transportation. 

 
2003 from the
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 The pedestrian traffic impact analysis is part of the 
required Transportation Impact Study with new 
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Si

fun
avai

development. The Study requires an impact 
analysis for pedestrian mobility be 
performed. This is determined by the City’s 
Traffic Engineer. Within the TIS, all 
elements of the pedestrian LOS standards 
are to be addressed. 

 
 The sidewalk, corner ramps and stop bars 

nce the 
Pedestrian Plan 

ds have been  
lable, over 

implemented through the Safe Routes to 
School Program, such as installation of 
pedestrian signals, traffic calming 45 pedestrian 

construction 
impr

have been incorporated into the LCUASS 
for new construction and development. 

 
ovement 

ve 
leted 
t Fort 

striping. However, there is still a large 
backlog of pedestrian improvement 
projects in older areas of the comm
It is important to note that the existing 
BCC Pedestrian Plan funding expires in
2005.  Even if existing funding levels 
were to continue into the future, it would 
likely take another 20 years to correct 
existing deficiencies and bring the entire

pedestrian transportation system up to the City’s cu
standards. 

 

projects ha
been comp
throu
Colli

 The Pedestrian Plan was instrumental in 
gaining funding for pedestrian 
improvements as part of the 1997 Building 
Community Choices (BCC) sales tax 
initiative.  Since the Pedestrian Plan funds 
have been available, over 45 pedestrian 
construction improveme

ghou
ns… 

nt projects have been 
ll 

 

numerous improvements have been 

measures, and roadway signing and 

unity. 

 

 
rrent 

Road mid-block pedestrian crossing at
Blevins Junior High School (see before 
and after photos below).  In addition, 

completed throughout Fort Collins, such as the Taft Hi

Taft Hill Road Before Taft Hill Road After 
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cros n e for 
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College Avenue at 
Foothills Parkway 
Before and After 
Improvements 

 
 

Cod
 
Fort C
 
The Fort Collins Tra ent that 

es traffic pert
r traffic and d to 

niformity 
y between

pedestrians can expe
estrians througho
s of the streets. 

ording to the FC
ions of any o lly 
le to the ped
officer. This  

that exhibit the “Wa ymbols. 
Poor pedestrian compliance to the “Walk” and “Don’t Walk” 

n observed throughout Fort Collins.  

ates that all vehicles must yield the right-of-
strian crossing in a marked or unmarked 
 only if the pedestrian is on the half of the 
 which the vehicle is traveling or if the pedestrian 

ng so closely from the opposite half of the roadway 
nger, Section 802 (1). However, motor vehicle 

r compliance with this law has been reported by 
Fort Collins. 

 a complete list of Pedestrian Plan improvement projects 
e 1999 please reference Appendix B. 

Another objective of the Pedestrian Plan is to ma
si gs and areas in the community more accessibl
ple with disabilities. To achieve this goal Pedestr

re often used to install access ramps and side
tions at intersections. 

 
 

 

 Plan 
k regulat

vehicula
promote u
consistenc

ped
user
 
Acc
instruct
applicab
a police 

 

es and Design Standards 

ollins Traffic Code 

ffic Code (FCTC) is a legal docum
aining to streets. Traffic can apply to both 
 pedestrian traffic. The code is designe
with the State’s traffic law. By creating 
 State and local laws drivers and 
ct similar rules that govern vehicles and 
ut Colorado, thus making it safer for all 

TC, a pedestrian must obey the 
fficial traffic control device specifica
estrian unless directed to do otherwise by 
 includes special pedestrian control signals

lk” or “Don’t Walk” words or s

Before 

signals have bee
 
The FCTC also st
way to a pede
crosswalk, but
roadway upon
is approachi
as to be in da
drivers’ poo
people throughout 
 
 
 

After
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the
a ped
crossin
mark
unmarked 
cross

of the lateral lines of 
sidewalks at intersection or 
any portion of a roadway 
distinctly indicated for 
pedestrian crossing by lines 
or other markings on the 
surface.” In other words, 
every intersection where 
streets with sidewalks meet 
at or about right angles has 
a crosswalk for pedestrians to cross the street even though there 
may be no painted lines. The crosswalk is that p
pavement where the sidewalk would extend across the 
street. Most crosswalks especially in
considered unmarked.   
 

The FCTC also 
states that all 

Crosswalks are defined in 
the FCTC as “that portion 
of the roadway ordinarily 
included within the 
rolongation vehicles must yield 

 right-of-way to 
estrian 

g in a 
ed or 

walk… 

p or connection 

art of the 

 residential areas are 

Additional states that, no pedestrian shall suddenly 
leave a cur ce of safety and walk or run into the 
path e, including a bicycle, which is so close 
as t diate hazard, Section 802 (3). 
Furt 7 of the FCTC requires that, "every 
drive  exercise due care to avoid colliding 

by sounding the horn when necessary and s ise proper 
erving any child or any obviously confused 
son upon a roadway.” 

he FCTC was adopted by the City in 2003 to supplant the 
Model Traffic Code. This new code includes the requirement 

person with an obvious 
 to a full stop and take such precautions before 

 

 City Plan and the Transportation Master 
Plan. The code is a legal tool to implement development 

t forth in City 

4) District Standards 

able community.  

Within these sections of the LUC are specific codes that 
address site planning, design standards, transportation and 
circulation, and particular development standards that apply to 

T

that all vehicles that approach a 
isability comed

proceeding to avoid an accident or injury to said person. This is
consistent with changes in the State law. 
 
Municipal Land Use Code  
 
The City of Fort Collins has adopted the Land Use Code 
(LUC) as one mechanism to achieve the vision, policies, and 
the goals outlined in

standards that strive to achieve the objectives se
Plan and the Transportation Master Plan.   
 
It is organized into five Articles;  

1) General Provisions 
2) Administration 
3) General Development Standards 

ly the FCTC 
b or other pla 5) Definitions 

  
The General Provisions section addresses the organization of 
the LUC. Article 2 guides the reader through the process and 
the Definitions section provides explanations of terms used 
throughout the LUC. It is the codes contained within the 
General Development Standards and the District Standards that 
are primarily used to achieve a walk

 of a moving vehicl
o constitute an imme

0hermore, Section 8
r of a vehicle shall

with any pedestrian upon any roadway and shall give warning 
hall exerc

precaution upon obs
or incapacitated per
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 Fort Collins. Examples of some of 
des include the following. 

le and st be 
for 
le d ot 
ool

mer ps 
her w ent or 

op um extent 
2 (C

Wher r the primary 
cro ternal 
rian crossing shall emphasize and 

y 
.2.2 

 

o 

s 

(A)]. 

rea Street Standards 
 

unty 

n 
ity, 

2001 and repealed and reenacted, effective October 1, 2002. 
The asses all design elements for improving 

ng sidewalks, intersection design, 
ents that create 

wal re incorporated into this document. 
Areas developed under these standards have been able to create 

d 
ent for 

ents of 
the LCUASS can support converting these areas to acceptable 

 “All development plans shall adequately provide 
vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle facilities necessary t
maintain the adopted transportation Level of Service 
standards contained in Part II of the City of Fort Collin
Multi-modal Transportation Level of Service Manual 
for the following modes of travel: motor vehicle, 
bicycle and pedestrian.” [LUC 3.6.4 

designated zone districts in
these pedestrian-related co
 

 “The on-site bicyc
designed or provide 
pedestrian and bicyc
limited to, parks, sch
Neighborhood Com
that are located eit
adjacent to the devel
feasible.” [LUC 3.2.

 
 “Street crossings. 

pedestrian access to 
roadways, the pedest
place priority on pedestrian access and safety. The 
material and layout of the pedestrian access shall be 
continuous with a break in continuity of the drivewa
paving (not the pedestrian access paving).” [LUC 3
(C.5b)] 

 pedestrian system mu
direct connections to major 
estinations including, but n
s, Neighborhood Centers, 
cial Districts and transit sto
ithin the developm

ment, to the maxim
.6)] 

e it is necessary fo
ss drive aisles or in

 
Larimer County Urban A

The City of Fort Collins, in conjunction with Larimer Co
and the City of Loveland, developed and adopted the Larimer 
County Urban Area Street Standards (LCUASS). These desig
standards and procedures also help create a more walkable c
and incorporate many recommendations first identified in the 
Pedestrian Plan. 
 
The LCUASS was first adopted by City Council on January 2, 

 document encomp
 Fort Collins streets, includi

 “Pedestrian crossings must be well-marked using 
paving treatments, signs, striping, signals, lighting, 
traffic calming techniques, median refuge areas and 
landscaping.” [LUC 3.2.2 (C.5.b)] 

 
 “Curb cuts and ramps shall be located at convenient, 

safe locations for the physically disabled, bicyclist, and
people pushing strollers, carts, etc… Location and 
design shall conform to ADA and UBC standards” 
[LUC 3.2.2 (C.2)] 

crosswalk design, and paths. Design elem
kable communities a

the walkable community vision as called for in City Plan and 
the Transportation Master Plan. However, areas that have 
developed over the last 20 to 50 years have primarily focuse
on automobiles and have created an unfriendly environm
pedestrian travel. It is these areas that need the most assistance 
to develop a viable pedestrian system. The design elem

 pedestrian environments. 
 



Design elements are arranged into many chapters, such as 
street design, intersections, traffic control devices, pedestrian 
acilities, and neighborhood traffic safety. Good pedestrian f

desi  
wid o
directio
sidewal
contain
followi
 

 

 

 hite and a minimum of 18 
inches wide. Stop bars are required at new signalized 

al 

 
 

 
 cing 

bination 

s for calming traffic speeds and designing 

Raised Intersection Design 

locations and other locations specified by the Loc
Entity Engineer.” [LCUASS 14.4.2 (D)]. 

New intersection construction and intersection 
alterations require the use of directional access ramps. 

“Pedestrian safety is a concern on streets experien
speeding vehicles, cut-through traffic, or a com

gn elements may include curb extensions to reduce the 
th f the street crossing, pedestrian median refuges, 

nal access ramps at intersections, or continuous 
ks along the street. All of these design elements are 
ed within the standards of the LCUASS, including the 
ng: 

“Median islands are standard on all new 6-Lane and 4-
Lane Arterial streets. These islands shall be designed to 

of these problems. The high concern areas are the 
vicinity of neighborhood schools and parks or mid-
block crossings, particularly on streets with on-street 
parking. These areas require special consideration for 
the mobility and safety of the pedestrian.” [LCUASS 
18.2.4] 

 
 Within the Neighborhood Traffic Safety chapter are 

illustration

provide pedestrian refuge.” [LCUASS 8.2.10 (4)]. High
pedestrian traffic areas, such as downtown, have 
specific design standards.  

 
Figure 6 

Downtown Intersection Design 
 

“All stop bars shall be w

 15

safer pedestrian crossings, such as raised intersections, 
or turn probitors. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 7 
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