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Sales and Use Tax Collection Report – December 2015 
Issued January 11, 2016 
 
This report reflects Sales and Use Tax collected in December 2015 for economic activity that occurred in 
November 2015.  Please note the sales and use tax collected in December is predominately from November 
sales but also includes delinquent collections from prior periods. 
 
DECEMBER SUMMARY OVER PRIOR YEAR 
                         Month  Year to Date 
Sales Tax Collected: 6.6% 4.9% 
Use Tax Collected Excluding Rebates: 38.8%            10.2% 
Sales and Use Tax Collected Excluding Rebates: 11.7% 6.0% 
 
Year to date, sales and use tax collections excluding rebates are up 6.0% and total $133.6 million.  
 
Figure 1. Budget to Actual - Sales and Use Tax Collected Excluding Rebates 

 

 
December Sales Tax Budget to Actual. In December 2015, sales tax collected in Fort Collins was $721K 
above the amount budgeted. Year to date, the City has collected 3.8% more sales tax revenue than 
budgeted, for a net gain of $3.8M.    
 
December Use Tax Budget to Actual Excluding Rebates. In December 2015, use tax collected in Fort 
Collins was $583K over the amount budgeted. Year to date, the City has collected 54.4% more use tax 
revenue than budgeted for a net gain of $10.2M.    
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Figure 2.  Budget to Actual - Sales Tax Collected 
 

 
 
 
Figure 3.  Budget to Actual – Use Tax Collected   
 

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.  Budget to Actual – Sales and Use Tax Distribution 
 

 
  
 

% Year to Date %
Over/(Under) Over/(Under) Year to Date Annual Over/(Under)

Month Actual Budget Budget Budget Actual Budget Annual Budget
January 10,777,679$   10,381,210     396,469$        3.8% 10,777,679$   10,381,210$   3.8%
February 8,042,956       7,980,116       62,840           0.8% 18,820,635     18,361,326     2.5%
March 7,483,269       7,445,418       37,851           0.5% 26,303,904     25,806,744     1.9%
April 8,582,575       8,363,483       219,092         2.6% 34,886,479     34,170,227     2.1%
May 8,101,546       7,748,078       353,468         4.6% 42,988,025     41,918,305     2.6%
June 8,362,131       8,222,244       139,887         1.7% 51,350,156     50,140,549     2.4%
July 9,109,648       8,767,030       342,618         3.9% 60,459,804     58,907,579     2.6%
August 8,739,328       8,242,421       496,907         6.0% 69,199,132     67,150,000     3.1%
September 9,230,768       8,827,561       403,207         4.6% 78,429,900     75,977,561     3.2%
October 8,883,744       8,777,119       106,625         1.2% 87,313,644     84,754,680     3.0%
November 8,638,329       8,091,091       547,238         6.8% 95,951,973     92,845,771     3.3%
December 8,761,916       8,040,647       721,269         9.0% 104,713,889   100,886,418   3.8%

104,713,889$ 100,886,418$  3,827,471$     

% Year to Date %
Over/(Under) Over/(Under) Year to Date Annual Over/(Under)

Month Actual Budget Budget Budget Actual Budget Annual Budget
January 2,231,751$     1,557,709$     674,042$        43.3% 2,231,751$     1,557,709$     43.3%
February 3,363,791       1,557,709       1,806,082       115.9% 5,595,542       3,115,418       79.6%
March 1,634,756       1,557,709       77,047           4.9% 7,230,298       4,673,127       54.7%
April 2,514,622       1,557,709       956,913         61.4% 9,744,920       6,230,836       56.4%
May 2,070,265       1,557,709       512,556         32.9% 11,815,185     7,788,545       51.7%
June 2,650,699       1,557,709       1,092,990       70.2% 14,465,884     9,346,254       54.8%
July 2,472,955       1,557,709       915,246         58.8% 16,938,839     10,903,963     55.3%
August 2,565,990       1,557,709       1,008,281       64.7% 19,504,829     12,461,672     56.5%
September 1,597,522       1,557,709       39,813           2.6% 21,102,351     14,019,381     50.5%
October 2,024,314       1,557,709       466,605         30.0% 23,126,665     15,577,090     48.5%
November 3,589,288       1,557,709       2,031,579       130.4% 26,715,953     17,134,799     55.9%
December 2,148,419       1,565,201       583,218         37.3% 28,864,372     18,700,000     54.4%
Net Collections 28,864,372 18,700,000 10,164,372 54.4%
YTD Rebates 296,660         0 296,660         -                
Total Collections 29,161,032$   18,700,000$   10,461,032$   55.9% 18,700,000$   55.9%

Over/(Under) %
Actual Budget Budget Over/(Under)

Dec YTD Dec YTD Dec YTD Budget
8,126,499 7,159,493       967,006 13.5%
8,126,499 7,159,493       967,006 13.5%
8,126,499 7,159,493       967,006 13.5%

26,534,093 24,342,325     2,191,768 9.0%
82,664,671 73,765,610     8,899,061 12.1%

296,660 0 296,660 100.0%
133,874,921$ 119,586,414$ 14,288,507$   Total Collections

Fund
Streets and Transportation (.25%)
Building on Basics Projects (.25%)
Natural Areas and Parks (.25%)
Keep Fort Collins Great (.85%)
General Fund (2.25%) (net of rebates)
General Fund Economic Rebates
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December Sales Tax Collected.  In December 2015, sales tax collected in Fort Collins increased 6.6% 
over December 2014. Sales tax collected totaled $8.8 million compared to $8.2 million in 2014.  The City 
received a one-time sales tax payment from a taxpayer in the General Merchandise category contributing to 
the 36.4% increase over 2014.  
 
December Use Tax Collected. The total use tax collected in December was $2.2 million, an increase of 
37.3% compared to last December. The estimated use tax collected in December related to economic 
incentive agreements was $8,657 as illustrated on Figure 5. This amount will be rebated in the succeeding 
calendar year. The net use tax collections for December totaled $2.1 million for a net 38.8% increase. 
 

Total Sales and Use Tax Collected. Total tax collected of $10.9M was 11.5% higher than last December. 
 

Figure 5.  Sales and Use Tax Collected
Actual
2014

Actual
2015

%
Change

Actual
2014

Actual
2015

%
Change

SALES TAX COLLECTIONS
Grocery, Convenience, Liquor $1,210,574 $1,193,335 -1.4% $13,790,407 $14,535,811 5.4%

Restaurants, Caterers and Bars 1,176,103 1,225,818 4.2% 14,617,391 15,759,388 7.8%

General Merchandise 971,621 1,325,418 36.4% 10,978,110 10,731,679 -2.2%

Vehicle Sales, Parts and Repairs 796,663 713,220 -10.5% 8,572,148 8,805,778 2.7%

Building Materials, Garden Equipment & Supplies 637,796 647,385 1.5% 8,548,275 8,723,627 2.1%

Sporting, Hobby, Book, Music 471,434 439,851 -6.7% 5,427,626 5,740,214 5.8%

Broadcasting and Telecommunications 351,559 352,439 0.3% 4,331,385 4,420,567 2.1%

Electronics and Appliances 520,742 556,950 7.0% 5,809,458 6,283,354 8.2%

Miscellaneous Retailers 436,055 475,097 9.0% 5,306,425 5,604,147 5.6%

Utilities 329,452 313,494 -4.8% 4,680,181 4,553,808 -2.7%

Clothing and Accessories 242,278 277,350 14.5% 3,028,452 3,013,407 -0.5%

Pharmacy, Salon and Laundry 211,029 282,697 34.0% 2,501,495 3,212,494 28.4%

Other 136,856 183,859 34.3% 2,232,893 2,485,982 11.3%

Rental and Leasing Services 140,277 174,593 24.5% 2,094,371 2,285,092 9.1%

Furniture and Home Furnishings 209,848 225,345 7.4% 2,327,410 2,500,429 7.4%

Wholesale Trade 120,968 130,147 7.6% 1,613,713 1,971,650 22.2%

Lodging 133,919 120,730 -9.8% 1,941,202 2,127,541 9.6%

Manufacturing 123,952 124,188 0.2% 2,046,221 1,958,921 -4.3%

TOTAL SALES TAX 8,221,126 8,761,916 6.6% 99,847,163 104,713,889 4.9%

USE TAX COLLECTIONS
Building Permits 440,810 257,870 -41.5% 10,275,881 8,456,028 -17.7%

Car Tax 394,296 329,056 -16.5% 5,246,396 5,408,414 3.1%

Return Tax 735,585 1,570,150 113.5% 12,314,576 15,296,590 24.2%

TOTAL USE TAX 1,570,691 2,157,076 37.3% 27,836,853 29,161,032 4.8%
Less Economic Rebates (23,095) (8,657) -62.5% (1,650,570) (296,660) -82.0%

NET USE TAX 1,547,596 2,148,419 38.8% 26,186,283 28,864,372 10.2%

SALES & USE TAX COLLECTIONS
Total Sales & Use Tax 9,791,817 10,918,992 11.5% 127,684,016 133,874,921 4.8%

Less Economic Rebates (23,095) (8,657) -62.5% (1,650,570) (296,660) -82.0%

NET SALES & USE TAX 9,768,722 10,910,335 11.7% 126,033,446 133,578,261 6.0%

SALES & USE TAX DISTRIBUTION
Streets and Transportation (.25%) 586,794 655,091 11.6% 7,719,229 8,126,499 5.3%

Building on Basics Projects (.25%) 586,794 655,091 11.6% 7,719,229 8,126,499 5.3%

Natural Areas (.25%) 586,794 655,091 11.6% 7,719,229 8,126,499 5.3%

Keep Fort Collins Great (.85%) 1,953,329 2,070,306 6.0% 25,566,274 26,534,093 3.8%

General Fund (2.25%) 6,078,106 6,883,413 13.2% 78,960,055 82,961,331 5.1%

Less General Fund Economic Rebates (23,095) (8,657) -62.5% (1,650,570) (296,660) -82.0%

NET SALES & USE TAX $9,768,722 $10,910,335 11.7% $126,033,446 $133,578,261 6.0%

December Year to Date
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Figure 6.  December Collections* 

 
*Total collections prior to rebates. 

 
Figure 7.  Year to Date Collections *  
 

 
*Total collections prior to rebates. 

 



5 
 

 
 
 
Figure 9.  Local Retail Compared to National Retail 
 

 
Retail Sales Category  

% Change from  
November 2014 
United States 

% Change from 
November 2014 

Fort Collins 
Grocery, Convenience, Liquor 2.1 -1.5 
Restaurants, Caterers & Bars 6.5 5.2 
General Merchandise 2.3 2.4 
Vehicle Sales, Parts & Repairs 4.0 -3.7 
Building Materials, Garden Equipment & Supplies 2.2 2.3 
Clothing & Accessories 0.3 14.0 
Furniture & Home Furnishings 5.4 7.3 
Total 1.4 3.3 

 
 
At the national level, November 2015 retail sales (as reported on December 11, 2015) increased 1.4% 
compared to an increase in Fort Collins’ sales of 3.3%.  November 2015 sales are the basis for the City’s 
December 2015 sales tax collections and net taxable amounts (which are included in this report).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 8.  Net Taxable
Actual Actual % Actual Actual %

$ in millions 2014 2015 Change 2014 2015 Change

SALES TAX 
Grocery, Convenience, Liquor $42.8 $42.1 -1.5% $488.3 $513.5 5.2%

Restaurants, Caterers and Bars 30.2 31.7 5.2% 380.2 408.8 7.5%

General Merchandise 27.9 28.6 2.4% 323.2 302.9 -6.3%

Vehicle Sales, Parts and Repairs 19.2 18.5 -3.7% 221.4 228.5 3.2%

Building Materials, Garden Equipment & Supplies 16.5 16.9 2.3% 221.5 226.4 2.2%

Sporting, Hobby, Book, Music 11.9 11.4 -3.6% 140.5 149.2 6.2%

Broadcasting and Telecommunications 9.1 9.2 0.3% 111.8 115.2 3.1%

Electronics and Appliances 13.4 14.4 8.0% 150.7 163.0 8.2%

Miscellaneous Retailers 11.8 12.4 5.2% 138.6 146.9 6.0%

Utilities 8.6 8.1 -4.9% 122.2 118.1 -3.4%

Clothing and Accessories 6.3 7.2 14.0% 78.4 78.1 -0.3%

Pharmacy, Salon and Laundry 5.6 7.4 32.2% 66.6 84.5 26.9%

Other 3.5 4.7 36.6% 58.6 63.3 8.1%

Rental and Leasing Services 3.6 4.5 24.6% 52.0 59.3 14.1%

Furniture and Home Furnishings 5.5 5.8 7.3% 60.7 65.4 7.7%

Wholesale Trade 3.2 3.5 7.5% 45.2 54.1 19.7%

Lodging 3.3 3.1 -4.1% 49.8 54.9 10.3%

Manufacturing 3.3 3.3 0.2% 52.2 51.4 -1.5%

NET TAXABLE SUBJECT TO SALES TAX 225.5 233.0 3.3% 2,761.9 2,883.7 4.4%

USE TAX 
   Building Permits 11.4 6.7 -41.5% 266.9 219.6 -17.7%

   Car Tax 10.2 8.5 -16.5% 136.3 140.5 3.1%

   Return Tax 19.1 40.8 113.5% 319.9 397.3 24.2%

NET TAXABLE SUBJECT TO USE TAX 40.8 56.0 37.3% 723.0 757.4 4.8%

TOTAL NET TAXABLE SUBJECT TO SALES & USE TAX $266.3 $289.0 8.5% $3,484.9 $3,641.1 4.5%

December Sales Year to Date
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Figure 10.  December - Net Taxable Sales Subject to Sales Tax 
 

 
 

 
Figure 11.  Year to Date - Net Taxable Sales Subject to Sales Tax  

 

 
 

 
Figure 12.  Supplementary Information 
 
Sales Tax in the City’s Downtown Area.  The sales tax collected in December for the downtown area 
decreased 3.3% from the same period in 2014.   
 
Lodging Tax Collections.  The City collected $75,548 in lodging taxes in December 2015. This was a 
decrease of 8.2% from December 2014. 
 
Sales Tax Licenses.  There were 11,083 active sales tax licenses at the end of December. 


