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Residential Curbside Recycling in Fort Collins: Des ignated 
Materials and General Preparation Guidelines 
 

If you subscribe to curbside recycling service in Fort Collins you may mix the following items in your 
recycling container(s): 
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�  Clean #1-#7 plastic bottles, tubs and containers (labels are okay; no plastic bags, pesticide or 
motor oil containers, Styrofoam, microwavable trays or containers larger than 2.5 gallons) 

�  Glass bottles and jars of any color  (labels are okay; please avoid breaking glass; remove and 
recycle metal lids; no light bulbs, plate glass or cookware) 

�  Aluminum cans  (don't crush or flatten cans)  
�  Steel (tin) cans  (labels are okay) 
�  Metal jar lids and bottle caps 
�  Empty aerosol cans  (no caps) 
�  Aluminum foil (flatten; clean foil only) 
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�  Newspapers and newspaper inserts  (no plastic bags)  
�  Magazines and catalogs  
�  Opened junk mail  (please open your mail to remove any promotional stickers, credit cards, 

membership cards, or other non-paper items) 
�  Office paper 
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�  Corrugated cardboard  (packing boxes and pizza boxes) 
�  Brown paper grocery bags  
�  Paperboard  (cereal boxes, clothing boxes, egg cartons) 
�  Phone books (use drop-off centers for large quantities) 

 
Fort Collins haulers have agreed on uniform preparation guidelines for cardboard to ensure the materials 
can be efficiently collected. 
 

1. Cardboard should not exceed 2’ x 2’ in size (oversized pieces must be cut down)  
2. Items must be placed inside the recycle bin 
3. Boxes must be broken down along the folds (please do not smash them flat) 
4. Remove all materials, packaging, and other items from inside the boxes  
5. Pizza boxes are allowed as long as all food particles are removed 

 
 
For more information contact your hauler or the City of Fort Collins Natural Resources Department at 
221.6600 or visit www.fcgov.com/recycling . 
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