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August 15, 2008
Dear Community Member,

Fort Collins Police Services is beginning the application process for the annual Citizen Police Academy.  By providing information about our agency, and law enforcement in general, we hope to help Citizen Academy participants gain a better understanding of the police profession.

The requirements to attend the academy are minimal. Participants must possess high school level reading and writing skills. They must be able to sit for up to four hours in a classroom environment and must also be able to participate in classes that are more physical in nature (i.e. firearms, defensive tactics, arrest control techniques, and building searches). 

Another criterion considered is the citizen’s role within the community and willingness to share the information gained during the academy with other citizens of the community.  Since class size will be limited, it is imperative for those selected to communicate the information to their associates.

The final criterion is the time commitment.  The academy will be held on Thursday evenings, from 6:00 – 10:00 PM, beginning Thursday, October 9, 2008 and concluding December 18, 2008. There will also be one class held on a Saturday morning. Additionally, participants will be asked to schedule one ride-along session with an officer.  The academy will be approximately 40 hours long, not including the ride-along session.  Citizens who are selected to attend are expected to make the commitment to attend all training sessions during the course of the academy.

We want the academy to be a positive experience for all participants, including the instructors. The academy setting is not the appropriate place to dispute policies or procedures of Fort Collins Police Services.  The instructor is there to simply provide information and/or skills to the class.

The curriculum has not yet been finalized.   However, the following is a list of topics we hope to cover during the academy: 

Future of Law Enforcement


Training of Police Officers

Communications (Dispatch)


Records Information

Arrest Control Techniques



Firearms

K-9 Demonstration




Drug Interdiction

Investigation Techniques



Ethics

Building Searches




Vehicle Stops

Internal Affairs




Community Service Officers

Constitutional Law




Search and Seizure

Juvenile Procedures, Gangs


DUI Information

Radar/Traffic Enforcement

Previous citizen police academies have been extremely successful and we are looking forward to sponsoring another one. Officers and other employees have volunteered to instruct at the academy and are looking forward to the opportunity to enhance the community’s knowledge about local law enforcement.

If you are interested in attending this academy, please complete the attached application and return it to my office no later than Monday, September 17, 2007.  Selection of participants will be conducted the following week; all applicants will be notified of the results of that selection process.  Due to the sensitive nature of the information provided at the academy, a background screening will be necessary for all participants.  If you have any questions, please contact me.







Sincerely,







Dave Haywood







Training Sergeant






221-6832

Citizen Police Academy Application

INSTRUCTIONS
THESE INSTRUCTIONS ARE PROVIDED AS A GUIDE TO ASSIST YOU IN PROPERLY COMPLETING YOUR APPLICATION.  IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THE INFORMATION BE ACCURATE IN ALL RESPECTS AS IT WILL BE USED AS THE BASIS FOR A BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE YOUR ELIGIBILITY FOR FORT COLLINS POLICE SERVICES' CITIZEN POLICE ACADEMY.  ALL INFORMATION ON THIS APPLICATION WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL.

1.
This application should be printed or typed legibly.  Answer all questions to the best of your ability.

2.
If a question is not applicable to you, enter N/A in the space provided.

3.
If there is insufficient space on the form for you to include all information required, attach extra sheets of 8 1/2" x 11" paper.

4.
An accurate and complete form will expedite the background investigation of your application.

5.
Return the application to Sergeant Dave Haywood at Fort Collins Police Services,  2221 S. Timberline Road,  P.O. Box 580, Fort Collins, CO  80522, (e-mail dhaywood@fcgov.com) no later than September 17, 2008. Successful applicants will be notified by September 26, 2008.

FORT COLLINS POLICE SERVICES

CITIZEN POLICE ACADEMY

APPLICATION FOR ENROLLMENT

APPLICANT MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE TO APPLY.  INCOMPLETE AND/OR UNSIGNED APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.  PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY OR TYPE.

PERSONAL
Name___________________________________           _________________

          Last                     First                    MI                        Date of Birth   

Street Address__________________________ 

Home Phone_______________
City __________________________________State__________ZIP________

E-mail Address______________________

Driver’s License State/Number  ___________________________
How long have you lived in Fort Collins?  ____________________ 
EDUCATION
High school graduate: _____ GED____ highest grade completed_______  
Name of High School ________________________________________________

College Graduate: ______  Degree earned/Major _________________________  
Name of college: ____________________________________________________

BACKGROUND
Please explain briefly why you wish to be enrolled in Fort Collins Police Services' Citizen Police Academy: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List associations, clubs, affiliations, etc.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Have you ever been arrested for, convicted of, or cited for an offense other than minor traffic tickets? ______   if yes, explain in detail including date, charge, place and action taken: _____________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

EMPLOYMENT
List information on the last two jobs you've held (retired, unemployed, house-wife/house-husband, etc., if applicable)
Present employer___________________ Date hired __________________ Address_________________________________ 

Phone _______________________

Supervisor_____________________ Your title__________________
Previous employer_____________________ Date hired _________________
Address_________________________________ 

Phone _____________________

Supervisor ____________________ Your Title_________________

REFERENCES
List two immediate family members or close friends:
Name______________________________ Relationship ___________________

Address____________________________ Home phone __________________

Name______________________________Relationship____________________

Address____________________________ Home phone __________________ 
MEDICAL HISTORY

Is there any medical information you feel Fort Collins Police Services should be aware of?________ if yes, please explain: 
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
Are you able to perform all the Citizen Academy requirements as explained in the cover letter? If not, please explain:                                                                           

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________                                                                                         

PLEASE REVIEW YOUR ANSWERS CAREFULLY AND READ THE STATEMENT BELOW BEFORE SIGNING THIS APPLICATION.

I hereby certify that there are no willful misrepresentations, omissions, or falsifications in the foregoing statements.  I understand any omission or false statements on this application may result in rejection of enrollment or dismissal from the Fort Collins Police Services' Citizen Police Academy.
I further understand that Fort Collins Police Services will be conducting a thorough background investigation which may include, but will not be limited to, any criminal history, employment history and personal references.
_________________________________     ____________________ 
APPLICANT SIGNATURE                             DATE

RETURN COMPLETED APPLICATION TO:

Dave Haywood, Training Sergeant

Fort Collins Police Services

2221 S. Timberline Road

P.O. Box 580

Fort Collins, Co  80522

