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I Can See Clearly Now, the Brown Cloud is Gone!

Cooler temperatures, wood fires and idling cars are all reasons why a brown cloud frequently forms over Fort Collins. We all need to take steps to reduce this pollution and make our air quality better.

[image: image2.wmf]If you have a wood burning fireplace, the City asks you to burn clean, dry wood in a good hot fire.  Don’t leave your wood stove or fireplace unattended for long periods of time or damper it down too much, since this produces more smoke.  Residents should also be aware the installation of a fireplace or wood burning stove or insert, requires the owner to obtain a City building permit through Neighborhood & Building Services. 

[image: image3.wmf]
The following are helpful burning suggestions and legal requirements: 

· Burn only clean, dry wood in a small, hot fire. It is illegal to burn trash, which includes cardboard, plastic, newspaper, office paper, and treated wood. 

· Only stoves certified by the US Environmental Protection Agency may be installed in Fort Collins.

· [image: image4.wmf]After the first 15 minutes of start up, City Code requires the smoke from your chimney not exceed “20% opacity” (smoke should be barely visible when looking at it with your back to the sun).

· [image: image5.wmf]Consider replacing or removing your wood burning unit.  The City of Fort Collins offers a 0% interest loan program, called ZILCH.  You may be eligible to borrow up to $2,300 interest-free. Please call 221-6600 for an application or visit fcgov.com/conservation/res-zilch.php to learn more.

[image: image6.wmf]Limit idling your car to lessen air pollution during the colder months.  Let your car warm up by driving slowly rather than idling for long periods (this may require an investment in an ice scraper).  In our city, you can also make a difference by turning your car off while waiting for a train to pass.  All of these measures will not only save you gas but will help to keep our air cleaner!

Please do your part to keep Fort Collins healthy.  If you have additional questions, please see fcgov.com/woodsmoke or call Ginny Sawyer at 970-224-6070.

Articles on the Environment

Recycling 101

[image: image7.wmf]Have some cardboard piling up in your garage? Never finished that can of magenta spray paint? An old 19” television set taking up room in a closet? Need more info on what to do with these items? Here’s a quick run down of the local recycling centers:

· [image: image8.wmf]City of Fort Collins Recycling Drop Off Center: 
1702 Riverside Av, Fort Collins
fcgov.com/recycling/dropoff.php
Open to the public, many materials accepted. Free.

· Larimer County Landfill 
Recycling Center & Household Hazardous Waste:
          5887 S. Taft Hill Rd, Fort Collins
larimer.org/solidwaste/recycle
larimer.org/solidwaste/haz.htm   
Drop ’n Swap available, check website for hours and materials accepted. Some hard to recycle items will be charged a small fee.

Here are other local businesses that accept hard to recycle items.  Call first to confirm they will take your item.

· Eco-Thrift 
eco-thrift.com 970-484-4224

· Habitat for Humanity Supply Store 
habitatstore.org  970-223-9909
· ReSource 
resourceyard.org 970-498-9663

For a complete list of recycling info visit: fcgov.com/recycling. 

To get the regional newsletter “Recyclone Times” emailed to you, visit recyclonetimes.org
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Articles on City Programs for Neighborhoods

Adopt-a-Neighbor

At Neighborhood Services we realize shoveling heavy snow is not easy for some of our residents. In an effort to address this need we established the Adopt-a-Neighbor program over 6 years ago. Through this program, Neighborhood Services attempts to match a neighbor needing assistance with a nearby neighbor who’s willing and able to shovel.  
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If you or someone who needs help shoveling snow please call Neighborhood Services at 970-224-6046.  You can also call if you want to volunteer!
Finding these neighborhood matches can take some time, so contact our office right away.  Neighborhood Services cannot offer same day shoveling assistance.  Don’t wait for the snow to fly!!  Call today…970-224-6046.

Articles on City Ordinances

Sidewalks with Snow – After 24 Hours Have to Go!
Residents are required to shovel sidewalks within 24 hours after a snowfall ends. If a sidewalk is not completely cleared of snow and the City shovels or applies ice melt, there will be a cost to the property owner.  Please make arrangements for someone to shovel your walk if you are leaving town for vacation or holidays. 

If your walks get buried by a snowplow after you have cleared them, the City will re-shovel for you. Please call Streets, 970-221-6615. 
