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Creeping yellowcress (Rorippa sylvestris) is an invasive exotic plant that is 

becoming more widespread along the banks of the Poudre River. This plant is native 

to Europe and southwest Asia and is often unintentionally imported as a stowaway 

within the roots and bulbs of other plants, particularly lilies and hostas. A creeping 

yellowcress stowaway can be as small as a one inch threadlike piece of root that, 

once introduced into the environment, can establish new plants in a very short 

amount of time. These plants can then spread rapidly either vegetatively or by seed.   

A native species is one that has evolved in an area over a long period of time.  Often, 

in the United States, a native species can be defined as one that occurred here before 

European settlement.  Invasive exotics are species that are introduced to an area that 

is outside their natural range and that can spread and cause damage to an ecosystem. 

These species cause billions of dollars in environmental damages each year. 

Creeping yellowcress causes damage to wetland and riparian habitat along the 

Poudre River by crowding out native plants, on which many wildlife species 

depend.    

Gardeners and landscapers may be accidentally contributing to the spread of 

invasive exotic plants by introducing imported stowaways into the environment. 

The best bet for preventing new exotic plant infestations is to get native plants from 



a reputable local native plant nursery. A strategically planted native landscape or 

garden can use less water and provide great habitat for wildlife as well. 

Check out this guide to selecting, purchasing and planting native plants: 

http://www.fcgov.com/naturalareas/pdf/nativeplants2013.pdf 

If you want to see a native plant garden, come visit the Natural Areas Nix Farm 

office located at 1745 Hoffman Mill Rd, Fort Collins, CO 80522 (M-F, 8-5). 

Learn more: 

Colorado Native Plant Master Database:  http://jeffco.us/coopext/intro.jsp 

Colorado Native Plant Society:  http://www.conps.org/ 

High Plains Environmental Center (Loveland):  http://suburbitat.org/ 

 


