
Recreation at City of Fort Collins Natural Areas 
 
* indicates that off trail recreation is permitted 
Natural 
Area 

Dogs Bicycles Horse 
Trailer 
Parking 

Fish-
ing 

Rest-
rooms 

Access Point(s) Trails 

Natural Areas Along the Poudre River 
Arapaho 
Bend* 

On 
leash 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 3 parking lots:  (#1) 
east end of 
Horsetooth Rd.;  (#2) 
on Strauss Cabin Rd. 
between Harmony 
and Horsetooth (#3) 
Transfer center off 
Harmony Rd 

2 mi. soft 
surface  

Butterfly 
Woods 

On 
leash 

Yes At 
Lions 
Park 

No At 
Lions 
Park 

On Poudre River 
Trail; parking lot at 
Lions Park 

0.4  mi. paved 

Cattail 
Chorus 

On 
leash 

Yes on 
paved 
trail; not 
on soft 
trail 

No No No On Poudre River 
Trail 0.5 mi. east of 
Timberline Rd. 

0.1 mi. soft 
surface; 0.5 mi. 
paved 

Cottonwood 
Hollow 

No No No No No Parking lot on  
Prospect Rd. 0.5 mi. 
east of Poudre river; 
trail underpass from 
Riverbend Ponds 

0.4 mi. soft 
surface 

Gustav 
Swanson* 

On 
leash 

Yes No Yes Yes Parking lot on Linden 
Street 

0.4 mi. paved  

Kingfisher 
Point 

On 
leash 

Yes No Yes No On Poudre River 
Trail west of 
Timberline; parking 
lot on Timberline for 
fishing 

0.8 mi. paved; 
soft surface 
fishing access  

Magpie 
Meander 

On 
leash 

Yes No Yes At Soft 
Gold 
Park 

Parking lot: At 
adjacent Soft Gold 
Park  

0.1 mi. paved; 
0.1 mi. soft 
surface 

McMurry* On 
leash 

Yes No Yes No Parking lot at west 
end of Hemlock St. 

1.5 mi. soft 
surface 

Nix On 
leash 

Yes No No No On Poudre River 
Trail 1 mi. east of 
Lemay 

0.3 mi. paved  

North 
Shields 
Pond* 

On 
leash 

Yes No Yes; 
wheel
-chair 
access
-ible 
pier 
 

Yes Parking lot: Shields 
St. north of Poudre 
River 

0.5 mi. soft 
surface 



Natural 
Area 

Dogs Bicycles Horse 
Trailer 
Parking 

Fish-
ing 

Rest-
rooms 

Access Point(s) Trails 

Prospect 
Ponds* 

On 
leash 

Yes No Yes No Parking lot on Sharp 
Point Dr. 

0.5 mi soft 
surface; 0.7 mi. 
paved  

Riverbend 
Ponds 
 

On 
leash 

Yes Yes at 
Prospect 
Rd. 
entrance 

Yes; 
wheel
-chair 
access
-ible 
pier 

Yes 3 Parking lots: (1) 
Countryside Dr.; (2) 
Cherly St.; (3) 
Prospect Rd.; trail 
underpass from 
Cottonwood Hollow 
and Running Deer 

3 mi. soft 
surface; some 
boardwalk 

River’s 
Edge* 

On 
leash 

Yes No Yes At 
Legacy 
Park 

Parking lot at west 
end of Woodlawn Dr. 
at adjacent Legacy 
Park 

0.1 mi. soft 
surface 

Running 
Deer 

No No Yes No No  2 Parking lots on 
Prospect: (1) 0.5 mi. 
east of the river; (2) 
at  Welcome Center; 
trail underpass from 
Riverbend Ponds 

2 mi. soft 
surface 

Salyer* On 
leash 

Yes No Yes No On paved trail across 
the river from Lee 
Martinez Park 

0.3 mi. soft 
surface; 0.3 mi. 
paved  

Springer On 
leash 

Yes No No No On Poudre River 
Trail near Mulberry 
and Lemay 

0.3 mi. paved 

Williams On 
leash 

Yes No No No On Poudre River 
Trail near Mulberry 
and Lemay 

0.1 mi. paved 

Natural Areas in the Foothills 
Coyote 
Ridge 

No Yes Yes No Yes Parking lot on Taft 
Hill Rd. 1 mi. south 
of Trilby Rd. 

2.3 mi.  soft 
surface; wheel-
chair accessible 
trail (1 mi. 
from trailhead) 
by appoint-
ment 

Maxwell On 
leash 

Yes Yes No No 2 Parking lots: (1) on 
Centennial Dr.; (2) on 
CR42C 0.25 mi west 
of Overland Tr. 

1.5 mi. soft 
surface 

Pineridge On 
leash 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 2 Parking lots: (1) 
Co. Rd. 42C 0.5 mi. 
west of Overland Tr; 
(2) west end of 
Horsetooth Rd. 
 

7 mi. soft 
surface 



Natural 
Area 

Dogs Bicycles Horse 
Trailer 
Parking 

Fish-
ing 

Rest-
rooms 

Access Point(s) Trails 

Reservoir 
Ridge 

On 
leash 

Yes Yes No Yes Parking lot at west 
end of Michaud Ln. 

3 mi. soft 
surface 

Natural Areas Along Spring Creek 
Fischer* On 

leash 
Yes No No No On Spring 

Creek Trail 
north of 
Rolland 
Moore Park 

0.3 mi. paved  

Mallard’s 
Nest* 

On 
leash 

Yes No Yes No On Spring 
Creek Trail 
east of Spring 
Park 

0.4 mi. paved  

Ross* On 
leash 

Yes No No No On Spring 
Creek Trail 
south of 
Rolland 
Moore Park 

0.2 mi. soft 
surface; 0.7 mi 
paved  

The Coterie On 
leash 

Yes No No No On Spring 
Creek Trail on 
Prospect near 
Timberline 

0.1 mi. paved 

Natural Areas In the Fossil Creek Drainage 
 

Natural 
Area 

Dogs Bicycles Horse 
Trailer 
Parking

Fish-
ing 

Rest-
rooms 

Access 
Point(s) 

Trail(s) 

Cathy 
Fromme 
Prairie 

On 
leash 

Yes Yes No Yes On Fossil 
Creek Trail; 2 
parking lots: 
(1) Shields 
0.75 mi. south 
of Harmony; 
(2) west end of 
Fromme 
Prairie Way 

2.5 mi. paved  

Colina 
Mariposa 

On 
leash 

Yes No No No Neighborhood 
walk-in access 
only 

1 mi. soft surface 

Fossil Creek 
Wetlands 

On 
leash 

Yes No No No Neighborhood 
walk-in access 
only 

0.1 mi soft surface 

Two Creeks On 
leash 

Yes No No At 
adjacent 
park 

On Fossil 
Creek Trail 
adjacent to 
Fossil Creek 
Park 
 

0.2 mi paved  



Natural 
Area 

Dogs Bicycles Horse 
Trailer 
Parking 

Fish-
ing 

Rest-
rooms 

Access Point(s) Trails 

Neighborhood Natural Areas 
Red Fox 
Meadows* 

On 
leash 

Yes No No No Neighborhood 
walk-in access  

1 mi soft surface 

Red Wing 
Marsh* 

On 
leash 

Yes No Yes No Neighborhood 
walk-in access 

0.2 mi soft surface 

Regional Natural Areas 
Bobcat 
Ridge* 

No Yes Yes No Yes CR 38E west 
to 
Masonville, 
then left on 
CR 27, and 
right on CR 
32C 

3.25 mi natural 
surface; 1 mi 
crusher fines; 0.25 
mi paved 

* indicates that off trail recreation is permitted 
 


