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PREFACE 
 

This management plan was written and compiled in 1997/1998. Process complications 
delayed adoption until 2002. In general, information in this plan reflects conditions and 
plans as of 1998. However, occasional mention is made of management changes between 
1998 and 2001. 

 
In 1993, the City of Fort Collins formed the interdepartmental Open Lands Natural Areas 

(OLNA) Management Team to address management issues associated with City-owned open lands 
and natural areas and to complete management plans for all City-owned natural areas. The team 
completed the "General Management Guidelines for City-owned Open Spaces and Natural Areas" in 
October 1994, the "Cathy Fromme Prairie Site Management Plan" in June 1995, and the “Foothills 
Natural Areas Management Plan” in January 1997. In March 2001, the Natural Resources 
Department completed the “General Management Guidelines for Natural Areas and Agricultural 
Lands Managed by the City of Fort Collins Natural Resources Department,” which is an updated, 
expanded version of the "General Management Guidelines for City-owned Open Spaces and Natural 
Areas" only as that document would apply to sites managed by the Natural Resources Department. 
 

Natural area management plans are generally based on the "General Management Guidelines for 
City-owned Open Spaces and Natural Areas" which, after extensive review by the public and City 
Council, was approved by the Natural Resources Advisory Board and the Parks and Recreation 
Board, and the subsequent “General Management Guidelines for Natural Areas and Agricultural 
Lands Managed by the City of Fort Collins Natural Resources Department.” However, on sites with 
considerable historic use, the public often requests that historic uses continue, therefore, exceptions 
to the guidelines do occur. Additionally, management of Cache La Poudre River natural areas will 
occur in tandem with other City plans that apply to lands along the river. These include the “Poudre 
River Land Use Study,” the “Strategy for Gravel Lands Along the Poudre River,” and the “Master 
Drainage Way Plan.”  Where this natural areas management plan refers to possible considerations of 
the “Strategy for Gravel Lands Along the Poudre River,” it should be noted that these are early 
considerations, and do not necessarily reflect final recommendations of the study. They are 
mentioned here to allow the public to be aware of possible site impacts. 
 

The Cache La Poudre River Natural Areas Management Plan contains three types of information: 
historical information that may have significance for future or unforeseen management decisions; 
existing ecological and human use information important in making management decisions; and 
recommendations for management of the sites. 
 

The Cache La Poudre River Natural Areas Management Plan is based on site inventory in late 
1997 (when the first draft of this management plan was written). At that time, the Cache La Poudre 
River natural areas inventory included 20 City-owned natural areas along the river managed by the 
City’s Natural Resources Department. Sites acquired after that time will be addressed in the 5-year 
update, or if warranted, in a separate, interim individual site management plan which will then be 
incorporated into the 5-year update. Four sites (Mulberry Water Reclamation Facility, Drake Water 
Reclamation Facility, Resource Recovery Farm, and the “Pickle Plant”) are identified in the 
introduction of this management plan but are not included in the management section. Three sites 
(Lee Martinez Park Natural Area, Old Fort Collins Heritage Park Natural Area, and Archery Range 
Natural Area) were included in early drafts of this management plan, but were removed because they  
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are owned and managed by the Parks Department. Site-specific plans are presented for 17 natural 
areas:  
 

Site #96P1 
North Shields Pond Natural Area 
Hickory Natural Area 
Salyer Natural Area 
Legacy Natural Area  
Gustav Swanson Natural Area 
Udall Natural Area  
Williams Natural Area  

Springer Natural Area  
Bignall Natural Area 
Nix Natural Area 
Kingfisher Point Natural Area 
Cattail Chorus Natural Area 
Riverbend Ponds Natural Area  
Cottonwood Hollow Natural Area  
Prospect Ponds Natural Area  
Arapaho Bend Natural Area 

The purpose of the management plan is fourfold: (1) provide opportunities for appropriate public 
use, (2) to an acceptable extent, protect the natural values of the natural areas along the Poudre River, 
(3) invite professional and public comment regarding management of these natural areas, and (4) 
provide opportunities for public education. 
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DOCUMENT FORMAT 
 
Segments  The “Cache La Poudre River Natural Areas Management Plan” is divided  

into three major segments. 
 

Introduction - This segment of the document contains general background  
     information that should assist the reader in understanding the discussions   
    throughout the document. 
 

Site Descriptions - This segment describes the location, history, values, and  
     present conditions of each site, but does not discuss management. If the   
    reader is concerned about how some aspect, e.g., a present condition, is to be   
    changed or maintained, the reader should refer to the Site Management    
   Goals, Needs, and Opportunities segment. 
 

Site Management Goals, Needs, and Opportunities - In this segment, the 
     reader will find aspects of general management as well as management needs  
    and opportunities of each individual Poudre River natural area. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
History  The Cache La Poudre River (also referred to as “the Poudre,” “the river,” or  
 “the Poudre River”)  has been a focal point of Fort Collins since early settle- 
 ment times, and it will continue to hold special interest for residents, visitors,  
 and the commercial community. Its importance is reflected in the fact that,  
 over the years, more than 20 studies and planning documents have been  
 initiated to identify the community’s desires for the river corridor. (For a  
 coordinated review of these plans, see “Poudre River Land Use Framework,”  
 City of Fort Collins et al., 1993.) It is important to note that the “Cache La  
 Poudre River Natural Areas Management Plan” is not one of these overall  
 Poudre River visioning documents. Rather, it is limited to presenting a con-  
 ceptual plan for management of City-owned natural areas along the river,  
 using information from the visioning documents as appropriate.  
 

The natural areas addressed in this plan lie in what the “City of Fort Collins 
Natural Areas Policy Plan” (NAPP) identifies as the “Poudre River Resource 
Area.” The scope of the “Cache La Poudre River Natural Areas Management 
Plan” extends from North Overland Trail to Harmony Road near Interstate 25 
(I-25).  

 
This plan will be updated every five years, and the updates will include sites  

 added to City ownership after completion of the initial draft (February 1998)  
 of this management plan. 
 
Origin and  The Cache La Poudre River originates in the Poudre Ponds in Rocky  
Changes  Mountain National Park, flows northeastward a short distance, then eastward  
 through the Poudre Canyon into Fort Collins, eastward to Greeley, and finally  
 joins the South Platte River east of Greeley. 
 

  Changes in the river’s environs are evident by comparing comments in the 
Colorado Water Resources Research Institute’s 1978 study (“Plains Segment 
of the Cache La Poudre River Colorado”) with what we see along the river 
today. The 1978 study indicated that the river was “primarily an agricultur- 
ally-oriented, low-human-population-density area with only higher-educa- 
tion-oriented urban Fort Collins providing a moderate rate of growth in 
human pressure on the stream.” This is quite a different picture from pressure 
on the river today, including pressure from Fort Collins’ current 100,000+ 
population. The study described what is now Colorado Highway 14 west of 
Fort Collins over Cameron Pass as, “an unpaved non-winter-maintained 
road,” with minimal traffic. Again, 20 years have brought massive changes. 

 
The Poudre is a complex, sophisticated water management system. Large  

 quantities of water are diverted at several points to supply water rights  
 owners’ needs or to be stored in reservoirs for later use. Further downstream,  
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 water is returned to the river after being used for irrigation, domestic, or  
 industrial applications. 
 
Natural Features Waterways have unique functions in the natural world, providing excep- 
 tional opportunities to enhance the enjoyment of these areas and exceptional  
 responsibilities for protecting these natural areas not only from development,  
 but also from being “loved to death” by an ever expanding human population.  
 These opportunities and responsibilities include – 
 

 Natural ecosystem maintenance - Even though the Poudre has been highly  
 managed, occasionally it floods and reminds us that the river ultimately is in  
 charge. The river needs room to flow and function naturally, including flood- 
 ing, which is one of nature’s ways of managing a river’s ecosystem.  
 

 Unique habitat in the arid West - Rivers, especially in arid environments,  
 are home to many plant and wildlife species that cannot live in the adjacent,  
 drier surroundings. Protection of these unique environments is crucial. 
 

 Recreation - People find rivers and riparian (riverbank) areas inviting  
 places for recreation. The fact that some of the natural areas in this manage-  
 ment plan were purchased years ago by the City’s Parks and Recreation  
 Department is testimony to this desire for river-oriented recreation.  
 

The function of this management plan is to maintain the ecological features 
and river-oriented character of these natural areas at an acceptable level, 
provide recreational opportunities, and preserve open lands for the public. 

 
Exclusions  Four City-owned sites along the river are identified as having natural values  
 but are not discussed in this plan.  
 

Water Reclamation Facilities – Portions of two facilities owned by the 
Water Utilities (Mulberry Water Reclamation Facility and Drake Water 
Reclamation Facility) border the river and are included in the City’s natural 
areas inventory because of their natural values. The river frontage of the 
Mulberry Water Reclamation Facility is characterized by mature cottonwoods 
and willows (used by a variety of songbirds, woodpeckers, and owls) and by 
river and side channel wetlands (used extensively by waterfowl, particularly 
in late fall to early spring). The river frontage of the Drake Water 
Reclamation Facility is characterized by mature cottonwoods and willows 
with excellent understory of native shrubs and patches of wetland plants; a 
wooded area used by a variety of songbirds, woodpeckers, and owls; and by 
river and wetland areas used mostly by urban waterfowl and waterbirds. 
There is no public access to these sites, nor is any anticipated, so manage- 
ment issues addressed in this plan are irrelevant to these sites. 
Resource Recovery Farm – Portions of this site are characterized by wet- 
lands, mature cottonwood forest, and shrub habitat (along lower Boxelder 



 
 5

Creek); a nesting site for red-tailed hawks and great horned owls; high year- 
round use by songbirds; and use by mule deer and a resident herd of about 10 
white-tailed deer. This 377-acre site, owned and operated by the Water 
Utilities, is near Prospect Road and I-25. At the outset of drafting this man-
agement plan, the Resource Recovery Farm was used as an experimental 
facility for sludge application on agricultural land. As of the adoption date of 
this management plan, portions of the site east of the Boxelder Creek had 
been purchased by the Natural Resources Department and incorporated into 
Running Deer Natural Area. A separate management plan for that natural area 
will be written and folded into the five-year update of the Cache la Poudre 
River Natural Areas Management Plan. 

 
“Pickle Plant” - This site at 500 Riverside Avenue was purchased in 1995  

 for $290,424 with funding from Conservation Trust Funds ($110,212),  
 Wastewater Utility Capital funds ($110,212), and an advance lease payment  
 from a private business ($70,000). The site was purchased to prevent mar- 
 ginal industrial or commercial redevelopment; to restore the streambank,  
 habitat, and natural resource values; and to act as a buffer for Mulberry Water  
 Reclamation Facility. A private business has leased the building on the site  
 for five years. Depending on the site’s future uses, it may be included in 
 future management plans. 
 
Floodway/   Floodway and floodplain designations are referred to in this management 
Floodplain  plan. These terms designate the area in which the river naturally flows and 
Designation the wider area that may be subject to flooding. These designations carry  
 specific guidelines and regulations (local and federal) relative to the types of  
 structures and activities allowable in these areas. 
 

The City’s “Guidelines For The Management and Administration of Flood-
plains” defines a floodway as, “the channel of a river or other watercourse 
inthe adjacent lands areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base 
flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface more than a desig- 
nated height.” In layman’s terms, this is the area where the river usually 
flows. 

 
The official definition of floodplain is “the land in a drainageway within a  

 community subject to a one-percent or greater chance of flooding in a given  
 year. The floodplain encompasses the flood fringe and the floodway (convey- 
 ance zone).” In layman’s terms, this is land near the river that can be   
 expected to be under water in a “flood.” This could range from a little water  
 at ground level up to destructive currents of water. It is referred to as the 100- 
 year floodplain because calculations are based on a flood that has a 1%  
 expectancy to occur any given year.  
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Fig. 1 - Poudre River natural areas map 



 

TABLE 1: POUDRE RIVER NATURAL AREAS ACQUISITION SUMMARY 
 

The City began acquiring natural areas along the river over 30 years ago. The following comprise the Poudre River natural areas as of 
1998. 

 
 

Natural Area/Location 
 

Date Acquired 
 

Cost/Funding Source 
 
Classification 

 
Size 

 
Site #96P1/slightly east of Overland Trail 
on the south side of the river 

 
November 1996 

 
$192,000/$120,000 from City natural area funds; 
$72,000 from Conservation Trust Open Space and 
Trails 

 
Urban 

 
24 acres 

 
North Shields Pond Natural Area/ North 
of the river; west side of Shields Street 

 
1962 
 

 
Acquired from Poudre Valley Bank; cost unknown 

 
Urban 

 
10.01 acres 

 
Hickory Natural Area/western edge of 
Hickory Park 

 
1995 
 

 
Natural area portion: $62,878/1992 City natural 
area tax funds 

 
Urban 

 
11.4 acres 

 
Salyer Natural Area/between Legacy Park 
and McMurry Ponds 

 
1985 

 
Appraised value: $75,000/Donated by Dr. and Mrs. 
Everett Salyer 

 
Urban 

 
24.42 acres 

 
1975 

 
Conveyed to the City from the U.S. Forest Service 

 
Park land and 
urban natural 
area 

 
8 acres 

 
Legacy Natural Area/across the river from 
Lee Martinez Park 

 
1994 

 
$19,843/1992 City natural areas tax funds 

 
Urban 

 
4.82 acres 

 
10.5 acres pur-chased 
by Light & Power in 
1955; in ‘87 
transferred to Parks 
Dept. as natural area. 

 
No compensation involved in transfer from Light 
and Power. 

 
0.93 acres adjacent to 
storage facility - 
1988 

 
Donated by Davis and Associates (Linden Tech 
Self Storage Center Partnership). 

 
Gustav Swanson Natural Area/west side 
of Linden Street on the north side of the 
river 

0.39 acres acquired Acquired through land trade/purchase with the State 

 
Urban 

 
11.82 acres 



 

 
Natural Area/Location 

 
Date Acquired 

 
Cost/Funding Source 

 
Classification 

 
Size 

 February 1994 in the College Avenue Gateway Bridge project   
 
Udall Natural Area/between the river and 
Riverside Avenue, and extending roughly 
from East Lincoln Avenue to East Olive 
Street. (Site jointly owned between City of 
Fort Collins Natural Resources Dept. and 
Fort Collins Utilities and will be subject to 
an MOU between the two departments.) 

 
1994 

 
$273,025 (land: $232,275; water: [1/10 interest in 
Coy Ditch] $40,750)/Funding : Storm Drainage 
Fund (6 acres) - $55,746; Capital Projects 
Fund/City natural area funds - $176,529 for 19 
acres of land and $40,750 for water. Actual value: 
$335,000; the $61,975 difference was a gift from 
the owners (the Willow Run Partnership). 

 
Restorative 

 
25 acres 

 
Williams Natural Area/bordered by 
Mulberry and Lemay 

 
1990 
 

 
Donated by Jack Williams 

 
Urban 

 
1.4 acres 

 
Springer Natural Area/bordered by 
Riverside  and Lemay; and extending along 
the river east of Lemay. (Site jointly owned 
between City of Fort Collins Natural 
Resources Dept. and Fort Collins Utilities 
and will be subject to an MOU between the 
two departments.) 

 
1990 

 
Donated by  Springer-Fisher, Inc. 

 
Sensitive 

 
23.73 acres 

 
3.8 acre parcel: 1979 

 
2.3 acres donated by Tom and Alice Nix; $10,000 
paid for remainder 

 
Bignall Natural Area/on the Poudre River 
Trail approximately one mile east of  
Lemay Avenue  

2.3 acre parcel: 1988 
 
$66,500/Conservation Trust Fund Poudre River 
Open space Acquisition Acct.; purchased from 
Stephen and Maryann Bignall 

 
Restorative 

 
6.1 acres 

 
Nix Natural Area/south of the river, at the 
east end of Hoffman Mill Road 

 
1996 

 
$515,000/City natural area funds (includes $40,485 
for 13 shares each of Arthur Irrigation Co. and 
Emigh Lateral Ditch Co.) 

 
Restorative  

 
30.8 acres 

 
Kingfisher Point Natural Area/between 
the river and Prospect, bisected by 
Timberline Road extension 

 
1996 

 
$400,000/1992 Natural Areas funds and $850,000 
donation from Williams and Assoc. 

 
Restorative  

 
58.29 acres 

 
Cattail Chorus Natural Area/a series of 
ponds on the north side of the Poudre River 

 
1996 

 
(Part of the above acquisition. It was separated out 
because of its vastly different characterization) 

 
Sensitive 

 
40 acres 



 

 
Natural Area/Location 

 
Date Acquired 

 
Cost/Funding Source 

 
Classification 

 
Size 

Trail, approximately 1/5 mile east of 
Timberline Road extension. 
 
Riverbend Ponds Natural Area/north of 
Prospect roughly between Summit View 
Drive and the river 

 
1977 through 1988 
 

 
Much of the acquisition history is unavailable. The 
Flatiron/Milne portion was donated for public 
recreation use in 1983. 

 
Sensitive 

 
 220.58 
acres 

 
48 acres fronting 
Prospect Road: 1994 

 
Purchased from W.R.E.N. Broadcasting Company, 
Inc. for $35,000/City natural area funds 

 
Cottonwood Hollow Natural Area/ along 
the east side of the river, south of Prospect 

 
Southern 40 acres: 
1996  

 
Purchased from University Sports Network, Inc., 
for $200,000/City natural area tax funds 

 
Sensitive 

 
 88 acres 

 
Prospect Ponds Natural Area/south of 
Prospect at Sharp Point Drive. (Site owned 
by Fort Collins Utilities and will become 
subject to an MOU to be developed 
between the Utilities and the City of Fort 
Collins Natural Resources Department.) 

 
Water Dept. acquired 
in 1974; came under 
Parks management in 
1981 

 
Purchased by the Water Utilities 

 
Urban 

 
25.10 acres 

 
Arapaho Bend Natural Area/bounded by 
I-25, Co. Rd. 7, Harmony Rd., and 
Horsetooth Rd.; also a small parcel west of 
Co. Rd. 7 near Harmony and a parcel east 
of I-25 

 
1995 

 
$1,600,000/1992 City natural areas tax funds 

 
Restorative 

 
278 acres 

 
TOTAL POUDRE RIVER NATURAL AREAS 

 
891.47 
acres 

 



 

CLASSIFICATION 
 
Context The “General Management Guidelines For City-Owned Open Spaces and Natural 

Areas” (Balok et al. 1994), upon which site management plans are based, suggests 
appropriate activities for natural areas in order to incorporate public enjoyment, 
reasonable and prudent human safety, and ecological protection/enhancement. The 
document identifies three classifications of natural areas: sensitive, urban, and 
restorative. 

 
Definitions of “sensitive,” “urban,” and “restorative” sites are taken from the 
“General Management Guidelines For City-Owned Open Spaces and Natural Areas.”  

  
Sensitive Sensitive sites have sensitive plant or animal species, or geological features, that 

need special consideration when developing a site management plan. These 
includesites that support rare plants, unique native plant communities, concentrations 
of large raptors, rare nesting birds, concentrations of migratory bird species, and key 
areas for wintering deer, as well as fragile rock out-crops or other geological features 
that can be impacted by high visitor use. This designation carries with it the under- 
standing that the primary function of management, and therefore a principle manage- 
ment concern, is the maintenance of those sensitive species and features. 

 
The following Poudre River natural areas fall into the sensitive category:  

 
Springer Natural Area (the American black currant [Colorado Rare Plant] is on 
the site) 
Riverbend Ponds Natural Area (the prairie gentian [Colorado Rare Plant] is on 

 the site; key migratory bird habitat) 
Cattail Chorus Natural Area (concentrations of migratory bird species) 
Cottonwood Hollow Natural Area (migratory waterfowl, other sensitive 
wildlife species) 

 
Urban Urban sites provide good wildlife habitat, but do not have any particular sensitive 

plant or animal species or geological features that need special consideration when 
developing a site management plan. These sites are usually close to, and surrounded 
by, more developed areas of Fort Collins or have been more impacted by recrea-
tional, agricultural, or other human land uses than sensitive natural areas. Sites are 
often composed of greater amounts of exotic plants than the sensitive areas. These 
sites may be managed as multiple use areas, but a priority will be placed on 
maintaining the natural character of the site.  

 
The following Poudre River natural areas fall into the urban category: 

 
Site #96P1     Legacy Natural Area  
North Shields Pond Natural Area  Gustav Swanson Natural Area 
Hickory Natural Area   Williams Natural Area 
Salyer Natural Area    Prospect Ponds Natural Area 



 

 
Restorative  Restorative sites are undergoing restoration or do not currently fit into the  
 above two categories, but are slated for restoration or enhancement in the  
 future so they will fall into the urban or sensitive category. The restorative  
 category serves as an early planning tool and way to inform adjacent land-  
 owners of future intended site management (i.e., “natural area” – less main-  
 tenance than “greenway” or “parkland”). This is a temporary classification  
 until the site is upgraded to another classification upon successful completion  
 of restoration activities. 
 

The following Poudre River natural areas fall into the restorative category:  
 

Bignall Natural Area    Kingfisher Point Natural Area 
Udall Natural Area    Arapaho Bend Natural Area 
Nix Natural Area       
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PUBLIC INPUT 
 
Opportunities These are public natural areas. Therefore, public input is important in  
 developing a management plan. Through media outreach, an open house,  
 and discussion with staff, the public was encouraged to provide input on the  
 Cache La Poudre River Natural Areas Management Plan. All public com-  
 ments were reviewed and appear as appendix F (available for review upon  
 request) of the management plan. Two City Council-appointed citizen  
 advisory boards (Natural Resources Advisory Board and Parks and   
 Recreation Advisory Board) provided recommendations after reviewing the  
 draft plan. 
 

It is not possible to develop a plan that fulfills everyone’s desires for the 
 areas, because comments often are in conflict with each other. However,  
 attempts have been made to address the public’s and citizen advisory   boards’ 
concerns to the extent possible within the overall direction of   protecting the resources of these 
natural areas. 
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GENERAL DISCUSSION 
 
Context  This management plan was written and compiled in 1997/1998. Process  
 complications delayed adoption until 2002. In general, information in this  
 plan reflects conditions and plans as of 1998. However, occasional mention is  
 made of management changes between 1998 and 2001. 
 

This segment of the management plan describes the location, history, values,  
 and present conditions of each site, but does not discuss management. To find  
 out how an aspect, e.g., a present condition, will be changed or maintained,  
 refer to the Site Management Goals, Needs, and Opportunities segment that  
 begins on page 32. 
 

While many characteristics are common to all river corridor natural areas,  
 each site also has unique characteristics. Some sites are diverse, others have  
 more limited characteristics. A few of these natural areas are jointly owned  
 by City of Fort Collins Natural Resources Department and Fort Collins  
 Utilities or solely by Fort Collins Utilities. Many of the natural areas are  
 adjacent to developed parks, providing varied recreational opportunities.  
 Together, the sites form a mosaic of river-related habitat, recreation, and  
 aesthetic qualities that make Fort Collins attractive to humans as well as to  
 wildlife. 
 

Plant and wildlife data cited in this section are taken from various research  
 projects (summarized data appear in appendices A - D). Not all sites have  
 received the same level of research. Therefore, species may appear, but have  
 not been reported, on additional sites. Even so, the data are useful for  
 revealing that some species appear less often, thereby emphasizing the  
 importance of individual sites. 
 
Species  The total number of plant and animal species reported on Poudre River 
Diversity   natural areas begins to tell the story of diversity and provides insight into  
 the value of these natural areas. A total of 278 wildlife species have been  
 reported in Poudre River natural areas: 216 birds, 23 mammals, 10 amphi- 
 bians and reptiles, and 29 fishes. A total of 405 plant species have been  
 reported on these natural areas: 76 trees and shrubs (62% native); 96 grasses  
 and grasslike plants (65% native); and 233 wildflowers, vines, and other forbs  
 (60% native). Two of the plant species (American black currant and prairie  
 gentian) are listed as Colorado imperiled or rare species. Two bird species  
 (American white pelican and Barrow’s goldeneye), three fish species  
 (common shiner, plains topminnow, and Johnny darter), and two butterfly  
 species (smokey-eyed brown and twospotted skipper) are listed as Colorado  



 
 14

 Species of Concern. Two bird species have federal designations: the bald  
 eagle is listed as threatened; the peregrine falcon is listed as endangered.  
 
Commonalities The following 18 plant species have been reported on all Poudre River  
 natural areas: 
  

Native Species 
 

Inland boxelder   Western virginsbower Woods rose 
Lanceleaf cottonwood   Coyote willow    Curlycup gumweed 
Plains cottonwood   Western snowberry 

 
   Introduced Species 

 
Russian olive    Crested wheatgrass  Smooth brome 
Cheatgrass brome  Reed canarygrass  Blue mustard 
Canada thistle   Common dandelion  Leafy spurge 
Flannel mullein 

 
The following 14 animal species have been reported on all Poudre River  

 natural areas: 
 

Canada goose   Killdeer          Belted kingfisher 
 Northern flicker  Black-billed magpie         American crow  

Black-capped chickadee American robin          European starling 
Song sparrow   Red-winged blackbird         Common grackle  
Fox squirrel     Mallard 

 
When reading specific site descriptions, it should be remembered that these  

 species are present, but because they are found on all sites, they are seldom  
 mentioned in individual site descriptions. 



 
** Formal plant survey not performed on this site. Reportings are informal observations. 15

INDIVIDUAL SITES 
 

Site #96P1 
 
Land Use  This 24-acre urban natural area is as yet unnamed because it is not known  
 how much land, or which lands, may ultimately make up the natural area  
 complex in this area. Such determination is anticipated during the five-year  
 life of this management plan. When the entire natural area is determined, it  
 will be possible to choose a more appropriate name for the entire natural area  
 than might be selected at the present time. 
 

The site, which was formerly used as a small-fruit agricultural area, is  
 bounded by private agricultural/large lot residential property on the north,  
 west, and south and by gravel mining to the east. An abandoned railroad  
 right-of-way (tracks removed) runs along the southern border of the site. The  
 site includes an abandoned irrigation ditch, a City of  Fort Collins sanitary  
 sewer easement on the northeast portion of the site, and a telephone easement  
 along the north side of the abandoned railroad track. 
 
Plant   The site has not been formally surveyed, but it is known to contain old stands 
Communities** of cottonwood, particularly along former waterway edges. Most of the site is  
 open grassland, with native grasses such as sand dropseed and Canada wild  
 rye, as well as a variety of introduced grasses, growing on the site. 
 
Wildlife   Four species of mammals (fox squirrel, red fox, raccoon, and mule deer) use 
Communities the site. Twelve species of birds, including mourning dove, downy wood- 
 pecker, and red-winged blackbird, have been seen on the site. 
 

North Shields Pond Natural Area 

 
Land Use  This 10.01-acre urban natural area is bordered on the south by the Larimer  
 County Emergency Center, on the west by the river, on the east by Shields  
 Street, and on the north by residential development. The entire site is in the  
 floodplain. 

 
By 1956 gravel mining had begun in areas adjacent to the pond. Aerial photos 

  suggest that the pond came into existence between 1956 and 1969. Pre-  
 viously, the site was open grass with standing trees. By 1969, there was  
 housing development north of the pond. West of the pond there is an old  
 diversion structure where the Josh Aims Irrigation Ditch went through the  
 property, possibly providing a source of groundwater flow. The ditch was  
 partially filled in around 1980. Area residents report that a spring existed at  
 the western end of the pond, with a peak flow two to four feet wide. Pre- 
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 sumably, when gravel operations resumed on adjacent property around 1990,   
 the spring was filled with gravel. 
  

In 1987, Northern Colorado Water Association secured an easement for a 12- 
 inch water transmission line within the 30-foot right-of-way along Shields  
 Street, and extending slightly outside the right-of-way onto North Shields  
 Pond Natural Area. The easement includes a meter and vault within the  
 entrance road. These underground facilities pose no problem with vehicles  
 passing over them. The agreement called for all disturbed areas to be returned  
 to original condition and stipulated that no excavated materials be put into  
 the pond. The easement is close to a large cottonwood tree on the bank, and  
 the agreement states that the water association is responsible for any damage  
 to the tree that becomes evident within three years of excavation. Mitigation,  
 should it be necessary, calls for bearing the cost of removing the tree and  
 replacing it with five new 3-inch caliper cottonwoods. 
 
Plant   According to available data, the site contains 27 species of trees and shrubs 
Communities (85% native). Natives include fringed sage, American plum, and sand cherry  
 as well as two species (silver sagebrush* and bluestem willow*) that have  
 been reported on no other Poudre river natural area and five species   
 (Saskatoon serviceberry*, western riverbirch*, mountain ninebark*, antelope  
 bitterbrush, and wax currant*) reported on only one other Poudre River  
 natural area. Introduced trees and shrubs include Utah serviceberry and crack  
 willow.  
 

Thirty-nine species of grasses and grasslike plants (67% native) have been  
 reported on the site. Six of the native species (prairie sandreed, thickspike  
 wheatgrass, Colorado rush, yellow indiangrass, Indian ricegrass, and green  
 needlegrass) have been reported on only one other Poudre River natural area  
 and five (big bluestem, buffalograss, fowl mannagrass, wood bluegrass, and  
 panicled bulrush) have been reported on only two other Poudre River natural 
 areas. Introduced grasses and grasslike plants include wild oat, sand love- 
 grass, and Kentucky bluegrass. 
 

Fifty-four species of wildflowers, vines, and other forbs (56% native) have  
 been reported on the site. Natives include showy milkweed, common cattail,  
 and prairie sage as well as eight species (rose pussytoes, low poppymallow,  
 plains coreopsis, Oregon fleabane, silvery lupine, tufted evening primrose,  
 burreed, and spreading golden banner) reported at no other Poudre River  
 natural area and five species (harebell, purple prairie clover, sulphur   
 eriogonum, plains wallflower, and wild iris) reported on only one other  
 Poudre River natural area. Introduced species include common yarrow,  
 redroot amaranth, and giant ragweed. 
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Wildlife   The cattail marsh sees high use by migratory waterfowl, and the site’s mix  
Communities of wetland habitat is inviting to nesting waterbirds. The 30 species of birds  
 seen at this site include great blue heron, snow goose, American wigeon,  
 osprey, and great horned owl. 
 

Mammals seen at the site include rock squirrel and muskrat. Four species of  
 amphibians and reptiles (boreal chorus frog, bullfrog, common snapping  
 turtle, and western painted turtle) have been seen at the site. Four native  
 species of fish (sand shiner, fathead minnow, black bullhead, and channel  
 catfish) and four introduced species (bluegill, hybrid sunfishes, largemouth  
 bass, and black crappie) have been reported in the waters of the site. 
 

 Hickory Natural Area 
 

Land Use   This 11.4-acre urban natural area is on the west side of the 10+ acre Hickory  
 Park, which is west of Hickory Village Mobile Home Park northwest of the  
 downtown area. Four acres of land purchased by the Stormwater Department  
 for the Dry Creek Diversion Channel abut this area. The natural area is  
 defined by the forested wetland area. The wooded small stream and pond are  
 part of an old river meander. Half of the old river oxbow is owned by the City  
 and included in this natural area. A barbed wire fence separates the natural  
 area from private property to the west. The pond on the site is either from  
 gravel mining or was dug out for cattle. 
 
Plant   The site has not been formally surveyed. Data are therefore the result of 
Communities** annecdotal reporting. Eleven species of trees and shrubs (82% native) have  
 been reported on the site. The native species include fringed sage and  
 American plum. A heavy invasion of Russian olive is the primary introduced  
 tree species on the site. There are four grasses and grasslike plant species  
 reported on the site, none of which is native. 
 

There are a reported 16 species of wildflowers, vines, and other forbs (44%  
 native) on the site. Natives include prairie golden banner (reported on no  
 other Poudre River natural area), wild mock cucumber, common duckweed,  
 and common cattail. 
 
Wildlife   Habitat features, including a small pond, are used by a variety of birds (17 
Communities species reported) including great blue heron and yellow warbler. Nearby  
 residents report 20-30 deer living in the natural area year round. 

 

Salyer Natural Area  
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Land Use  This 24.42-acre urban natural area, named for the site donor, is located west 
 of Legacy Park and east of McMurry Ponds. Only 4.37 acres of the site are 
 in the floodplain. The site was farmed for many years. Recently (until 1995)  
 the site was a horse pasture. At the time the property was donated to the City,  
 Poudre Valley Rural Electric Association had an undefined easement on the  
 land on which they agreed to file a quit claim. The abandoned Josh Ames  
 ditch runs through the site. 
 
Plant   The site is characterized by grasses and grasslike plants. Of  the 34 grasses 
Communities found on the site, 59 percent are natives, but in volume, introduced species  
 prevail. The native species include sideoats grama, sedges, rushes, and wood  
 bluegrass as well as two species (beardless Virginia wild rye and green  
 muhly) reported on only one other Poudre River natural area. Introduced  
 species include tall wheatgrass and barnyardgrass. 
 

The site has a reported 22 species of trees and shrubs (82% native). The  
 native species include four-winged saltbush (reported on only one other  
 Poudre River natural area), indigobush amorpha, two varieties of rabbitbrush,  
 and western poison ivy. Introduced trees and shrubs include common  
 honeysuckle and lilac. 
 

Sixty-six species of wildflowers, vines, and other forbs (50% native) have  
 been reported on the site. Natives include showy milkweed, American  
 licorice, and upright prairie coneflower as well as six species (roadside  
 agrimony, spotted joe pye weed, common parsnip, New Mexican hop, wild  
 iris, and fringed loosestrife) reported on only one other Poudre River natural  
 area and two species (meadow anemone and black-eyed susan) reported on  
 only two other Poudre River natural areas. Introduced species include giant  
 ragweed, poisonhemlock, European bindweed, sweetclovers, and curly dock. 
 
Wildlife   The site is reportedly used by 15 common species of birds and waterfowl, 
Communities including killdeer, belted kingfisher, and song sparrow, as well as by small  
 mammals. 
 

 Legacy Natural Area 
 
Land Use  This 12.82-acre urban natural area is across the river from Lee Martinez Park, 
  extending east to the Union Pacific railroad tracks. The eight-acre Legacy  
 Park site, a portion of which is included in the natural area designation, was  
 conveyed to the City from the U.S. Forest Service with the stipulation that it  
 remain a public park and recreation facility. This area was identified in the  
 1988 Parks and Recreation Master Plan as desirable open space and in the  
 draft land use plan for the North College area as public natural area. A  
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 portion of this natural area (8.4 acres) is in the floodplain. The park/natural  
 area interface can be identified by remnants of an old fence line. 
 
Plant   The site consists of a small cattail area, wooded riparian habitat, areas of 
Communities grassland and shrubland, and some small wetland/ponding areas. Seventy- 
 three percent of the 22 tree and shrub species reported on the site, including  
 some that were planted in recent restoration projects, are native, including  
 Rocky Mountain juniper* (reported on no other Poudre River natural area;  
 native to the area but not to the site), ponderosa pine* (reported on only one  
 other Poudre River natural area; native to the area but not to the site),  
 chokecherry, and common snowberry. Introduced species include common  
 honeysuckle, white poplar, and Siberian elm. 
 

Only 20% of the 15 species of grasses and grasslike plants on the site are  
 native. The native species are foxtail barley, western wheatgrass, and  
 American bulrush. The introduced species include tall wheatgrass and  
 barnyardgrass. 
 

Twenty-eight species of wildflowers, vines, and other forbs (36% native)  
 have been reported on the site. Natives include western ragweed, American  
 licorice, and giant goldenrod. Introduced species include garden asparagus,  
 common chicory, European bindweed, and curly dock. 
 
Wildlife   Fifteen bird and two mammalian species have been observed on the site. 
Communities The site has good deer habitat, but use by deer has not been documented. 
 
 

Gustav Swanson Natural Area 

 
Land Use  This 11.82-acre urban natural area was dedicated and named for Gustav A.  
 Swanson July 31, 1988. The site consists of the original 11.43 acres   
 extending from Linden Street to the Power Plant dam on the north side of the  
 river as well as a small isolated piece of property (0.39 acres along College  
 Avenue) that was obtained by the City during land transactions associated  
 with the State’s reconstruction of the College Avenue bridge over the river.  
 The entire site is in the floodplain. The site has a history of recreational use  
 dating back to 1887 when a private company purchased land in this general  
 area and opened it as a public “park and pleasure grounds,” with underbrush  
 cleared out and platforms, a band stand, seats, and outbuildings installed.  
 Later, the site was used as an archery range, a water treatment plant, and a  
 city dump. The John G. Coy Ditch runs through the site, with two small on- 
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 site ponds releasing into the ditch. The site surrounds a parcel owned by the  
 Colorado Wyoming Gas Company and is divided by the Burlington Northern  
 Railroad right-of-way. The site was indicated as a potential wildlife habitat  
 area in the Poudre River Trust Plan.  
 

This natural area was established as a cooperative project between the City  
 and several community groups (Audubon Society, Poudre River Trust, and  
 adjacent property owners).  
 

The site contains a handicapped accessible trail system. A handicapped  
 accessible fishing pier was on the site until it was washed out by flooding in  
 1995. A pedestrian bridge was built over the Coy Ditch to provide access  
 from the parking lot to the trail system. 
 

The sandy soils on the Gustav Swanson Natural Area have been augmented  
 by loam brought in for the sandhills prairie planting site. 
 
Plant   The site’s 44 tree and shrub species (84% native) include those that were 
Communities present at the time of acquisition as well as many planted during restoration.  
 Native species include thinleaf alder*, western poison ivy, and small   
 soapweed as well as seven species (sand sagebrush, netleaf hackberry*, true  
 mountain mahogany*, western hawthorn*, cliff jamesia, creeping barberry,  
 and smooth sumac*) reported on no other Poudre River natural area and eight  
 species (saskatoon serviceberry*, four-winged saltbush, broom snakeweed,  
 mountain ninebark, antelope bitterbrush*, wax currant*, silver buffaloberry*,  
 and mountain snowberry) reported on only one other Poudre River natural  
 area. Introduced species include wolf’s gooseberry, red raspberry, and  
 American elm. 
 

Fifty-seven percent of the 35 species of grasses and grasslike plants reported  
 on the site are native. They include sideoats grama*, mat sandbur, blue  
 grama*, and switchgrass* as well as four species (sand bluestem*, purple  
 threeawn, sandberg bluegrass, and tall dropseed) reported on no other Poudre  
 River natural area and four species (prairie sandreed*, thickspike wheat-  
 grass*, little bluestem*, and Indian ricegrass*) reported on only one other  
 Poudre River natural area. Introduced species include redtop, quackgrass, and  
 tall fescue. 
 

Forty-nine percent of the 79 species of wildflowers, vines, and other forbs  
 reported on the site are native. They include dotted gayfeather* and mintleaf  
 beebalm as well as 13 species (many-flowered prickly poppy*, smooth aster,  
 Rocky Mountain beeplant, geyer larkspur*, prairie dogweed, rag sumpweed,  
 tansyleaf aster*, ten-petal mentzelia, bigroot pricklypear, sidebells   
 penstemon, Missouri goldenrod, townsendia, and hoary vervain) reported on  
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 no other Poudre River natural area and seven species (harebell, Missouri  
 euphorbia, Douglas clematis, purple prairie clover, sulphur eriogonum, plains  
 wallflower, and broom groundsel) reported on only one other Poudre River  
 natural area. Introduced species include redroot amaranth, Nuttall mariposa  
 lily, poison-hemlock, European bindweed, and alfalfa. 
 
Wildlife   Forty-six species of birds and waterfowl have been reported on the site 
Communities  including green-winged teal, herons (great blue, green, and black-crowned  
 night), eastern screech-owl, bald eagle (federal threatened species), American  
 kestrel, Bullock’s oriole, and pine siskin. There have been sightings of nine  
 mammalian species including big brown bat, beaver, meadow vole, and mule  
 deer. Four species of amphibians and reptiles (bullfrog, common snapping  
 turtle, western painted turtle, and western plains garter snake) have been re-  
 ported on the site. Two introduced (brown trout and common carp) and one  
 native (white sucker) fish species have been reported in the river through this  
 natural area. 
 

Udall Natural Area  

 
Context  This site is jointly owned by City of Fort Collins Natural Resources 

Department and Fort Collins Utilities and will be subject to a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) to be developed between the two departments. 

 
Land Use  This 25-acre restorative site is bounded by the river, Riverside Avenue, East  
 Lincoln Avenue, and East Olive Street. Only 12.33 acres are in the flood-  
 plain. The site is within the “Historic and Cultural Core” sub-area of Fort  
 Collins. Reid Burton, a previous owner, was interested in the City owning the  
 site so it would remain in open space. The site was named in honor of the late  
 Rob and Dorothy Udall, advocates and volunteers on behalf of the river’s  
 natural resource values.  
 

Railroad tracks run along the top of the embankment parallel to Riverside  
 Avenue. The tracks, the street, and the embankment combine to cut off visual  
 and physical access to the site from Riverside. 
 

The site is an undeveloped gravel terrace on the inside of a bend in the river.  
 The gravel sits on a layer of shale bedrock. 
 
Plant   Seventeen species (71% native) of trees and shrubs, 14 species (57% native) 
Communities of grasses and grasslike plants, and 28 species (32% native) of wildflowers,  
 vines, and other forbs have been reported on the site. The edge of the site  
 along the river alternates from cutbank to bar and back to cutbank along the  
 length of the bend. The cutbank on the north is reinforced by concrete rubble  
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 and includes a thick stand of Siberian elm. The bar, deposited on the south-  
 east edge of the site, includes a more diverse wetland and riparian plant com-  
 munity. The gently sloping terrace landscape is made up of thin stands of  
 mixed native and invasive grasses. A border of mixed deciduous trees, sup- 
 ported by runoff from the railroad embankment, extends along the southwest  
 edge of the site. Cottonwood trees on the site suggests the presence of  
 groundwater near the surface. An historic oak tree, the second largest burr  
 oak in Colorado, grows at the Lincoln Street entrance to the site. 
 
Wildlife   Fifteen species of birds and one mammalian species have been reported on 
Communities the site.  
 

Williams Natural Area 
 
Land Use  This 1.4-acre urban natural area is at the southwest corner of the Mulberry  
 Street and Lemay Avenue intersection, excluding a small strip of land next to  
 the river on which a large billboard exists. On the City-owned portion along  
 Lemay, there is one billboard for which the previous owner retained an ease- 
 ment (which expires December 31, 2005). The entire site is in the floodplain. 
 
Plant   Even though vegetation on the site consists primarily of smooth brome and 
Communities other introduced pasture grasses, a total of 13 species of grasses and grasslike  
 plants (18% native) have been reported on the site. The natives are Canada  
 wild rye and prairie cordgrass. Twenty-three species of wildflowers, vines,  
 and other forbs (17% native) have been reported on the site. The natives  
 include blue flax and riverbank grape. Introduced species include white  
 sweet-clover, catnip, and tumble mustard. Twelve species of trees and shrubs  
 (67% native) have been reported on the site. They include the native common  
 chokecherry and golden currant and the introduced crack willow and Siberian  
 elm. 
Wildlife   The site gets some use by grassland and migratory songbirds and small 
Communities mammals. 
 

Springer Natural Area 
 
Context  This site is jointly owned by City of Fort Collins Natural Resources 

Department and Fort Collins Utilities and will be subject to an MOU to be 
developed between the two departments. 

 
Land Use  This 23.73-acre natural area, donated by Springer-Fisher, Inc. and named for  
 Harold Fisher’s mother, is bordered by Lemay and Riverside avenues, with a  
 small portion extending along the river east of Lemay. The entire site is in the  
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 floodplain. The site is classified as sensitive because of the presence of a  
 Colorado Imperiled Species (American black currant). The site contains a  
 major stormsewer outfall from the Old Town Basin Area and, in addition to  
 simply conveying stormwater flows, has the potential to help enhance storm- 
 water quality before it enters the river. 
 

Soils are mapped by the Soil Conservation Service as the Loveland clay loam  
 to one percent slopes, which characteristically includes Poudre soils and soils  
 over gravels at 40 to 60 inches.  
 
Plant   Existing data indicates the presence of 17 tree and shrub species (71% 
Communities native), 14 species of grasses and grasslike plants (29% native), and 32  
 species of wildflowers, vines, and other forbs (38% native). Aerial photos  
 taken in 1950 depict vegetation on the upland portions as a composite of  
 wetland and non-wetland types. However, at the time the City acquired the  
 property, the upland portions contained no wetland vegetation. Instead, they  
 included such upland plants as cheatgrass, bindweed, and kochia. The  
 American black currant (a Colorado Rare and Imperiled Species that has  
 been reported on no other Poudre River natural area, and on only one other  
 site in Colorado) grows on the eastern side of the site. A significant portion of  
 the site is dominated by mature cottonwood, willow, and boxelder. Burr oak  
 also is present on the site.  
 

The herbaceous stratum is diverse, including invading annual grasses, upland  
 native species such as yellow indiangrass (a relic midgrass prairie species  
 reported on only one other Poudre River natural area), and wetland species  
 represented by cattails and reed canarygrass. Native forbs on the site include  
 purple meadowrue and riverbank grape as well as two species (bracted straw- 
 berry and carrion flower greenbrier) reported on no other Poudre River  
 natural area and three species (blueburr stickseed, common arrowhead, and  
 swamp smartweed)  reported on only one other Poudre River natural area.  
 Introduced forb species include garden asparagus, catnip, and curly dock.  
 
Wildlife   The plant community provides high value wildlife habitat. It is heavily used 
Communities by migratory songbirds, key waterfowl, wading birds, and shorebirds.  
 Twenty-eight species of birds, two mammalian species, and four species of  
 fish have been reported on the site. The fish species (all natives) are fathead  
 minnow, longnose dace, longnose sucker, and white sucker. The site also  
 includes rare butterfly habitat.  
 

For historical purposes, it is noted that, in 1988, Resource Consultants, Inc.  
 and Cedar Creek Associates, Inc., while conducting a study of the site  
 relative to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ requirement that at least a  
 portion of the wetland be restored to its natural condition,  reported that bald  
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 eagle, peregrine falcon, and river otter could potentially inhabit the site.  
 These species, however, have not been seen on the site, and more recent  
 scientific evaluators feel that these species are unlikely to use the site. 
 

Bignall Natural Area 
 
Land Use  This 6.1-acre restorative site is located on the Poudre River Trail about one  
 mile east of Lemay Avenue. The site is high above the river, and none of it is  
 in the floodplain.  
 

The site includes three buildings: a 1,729 square-foot house, a four-car  
 detached garage, and a shed, all of which were a private residence before the  
 City purchased the site. At the time the property was purchased, possible uses  
 included recreational programming, a rest/picnic/information area for trail  
 users, environmental education programming, being rented out to environ-  
 mental organizations such as Audubon and Sierra Club, a wildlife observa-  
 tion and bird banding site, a collection site for wildlife art, a demonstration  
 backyard wildlife habitat/xeriscape area, and possibly a home for interns.  
 None of these uses materialized, and the site has never been open to the  
 public. Instead, in return for site maintenance and wildlife consulting, the  
 house was leased for a few years to Kevin Cook, a local naturalist, as an  
 office/classroom. It currently is occupied by Fort Collins Police Services 
 as a dog training facility. 
 
Plant   The site contains primarily introduced pasture grasses and exotic trees, 
Communities shrubs, and forbs. Specifically, 17 species of trees and shrubs (71% native),  
 12 species of grasses and grasslike plants (25% native), and 41 species of  
 wildflowers, vines, and other forbs (48% native) have been reported on the  
 site. The native trees and shrubs include American plum, common choke- 
 cherry, and three-leaf sumac. Introduced species include green ash, common   
 honeysuckle, crack willow, and Siberian elm.  
 

Native grasses and grasslike plants on this site include woolly sedge, bottle- 
 brush squirreltail, and inland rush. Introduced grasses and grasslike plants 
 include orchardgrass, quackgrass, Timothy, and green bristlegrass.  
 

Native wildflowers, vines, and other forbs include both common waterpod  
 (reported on no other Poudre River natural area), swamp and showy milk-  
 weed, wild mock cucumber, prairie sunflower, American bugleweed, golden  
 dock, and blue verbena. Introduced wildflowers, vines, and other forbs  
 include European bindweed, catchweed bedstraw, common motherwort,  
 alfalfa, catnip, and curly dock. 
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Wildlife   The forty-four species of birds and waterfowl seen on the site include great  
Communities blue heron, barn owl, eastern screech-owl, blue grosbeak (an unusual species  
 in this area), and lazuli and indigo buntings. Two mammalian species  
 (Eastern cottontail and fox squirrel), and one amphibian/reptile species  
 (plains garter snake)  have been reported on the site. 
 

Nix Natural Area 

 
Land Use  This 30.8-acre restorative natural area is an historic farm at the east end of  
 Hoffman Mill Road. A small portion of the site extends across the river. At  
 the time of purchase, the site was zoned for commercial use. The site   is 
primarily outside the floodplain. There are three structures on the site: two   houses and a 
barn (which are historically significant). Undeveloped land   includes pasture land, small 
wetland areas, and riparian forest along the river.   Two ditches, Arthur and Emigh Lateral, run 
through the site (the City owns   13 shares of each). 
 
Plant   The site consists primarily of pasture grasses, but also contains 14 species of 
Communities trees and shrubs (71% native) and 14 species of wildflowers, vines, and other  
 forbs (14% native.) 
 
Wildlife   Thirty-five bird species (including dark-eyed junco, western meadowlark, 
Communities  red-tailed hawk, great horned owl, and horned lark), five mammalian  
 species (eastern cottontail, fox squirrel, deer mouse, house mouse, and red  
 fox), and one amphibian/reptile species(western plains garter snake) have  
 been reported on the site. 
 

Kingfisher Point Natural Area 

 
Land Use  This 58.29-acre site begins a short distance east of the Bignall Natural Area  
 and continues east along the river to approximately one-third mile north of  
 where Prospect Road crosses the river. Approximately 16 acres of the site are  
 in the floodway, and 49.5 acres are in the floodplain. The Timberline Road  
 extension passes through the site, and the cost of the road right-of-way  
 (approximately $46,000) was reimbursed to the Natural Area Fund by the  
 Timberline project. Beginning in the 1930s, this site was used as a dumping  
 area for lime sludge, a by-product of sugar beet processing. 
 
Plant   As a result of the sludge dumping, kochia (an invasive exotic weed) is the 
Communities  primary vegetation on the site. In addition, 17 species of trees and shrubs  
 (71% native) and 23 species of wildflowers, vines, and other forbs (22%  
 native) have been reported on the site. Native trees and shrubs include  
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 peachleaf willow and red-osier dogwood. Native wildflowers, vines, and  
 other forbs include starry false salomonseal and mintleaf beebalm. 
 
Wildlife   Seventy-six bird species (including white-crowned sparrow, great blue heron, 
Communities  wood duck, green-winged teal, common goldeneye, and eastern kingbird),  
 10 mammalian species, three amphibian/reptile species, and one fish species  
 (common carp) have been reported on the site. Anglers presumably are  
 catching other fish species, but reports of those species have not yet been  
 received (CDOW is conducting fish surveys in 2000). 
 

A Preble’s meadow Jumping Mouse survey was done on a portion of the site  
 in 1997, but no evidence of the mouse was found. 
 

Cattail Chorus Natural Area 

 
Land Use  This 40-acre sensitive natural area, which extends north from the Poudre  
 River Trail behind the Seven-Lakes Business Park, is characterized by nat-  
 uralized reclaimed gravel ponds and riparian forest. It is a high quality wild-  
 life habitat site. Spring Creek empties into the southwest pond of this natural  
 area. Approximately 1,800 feet of the Spring Creek Trail and 1,200 feet of  
 the Poudre River Trail border the site. 
 

Fort Collins Utilities has utility easements on the site. 
 
Plant   Fourteen species of trees (86% native) have been reported on the site. Natives 
Communities  include low rabbitbrush, cottonwoods, and American plum. The two natives  
 among the six species of grasses reported on the site are hardstem bulrush  
 and American bulrush. Twenty-three species of wildflowers, vines, and other  
 forbs (39% native) have been reported on the site. The natives include devils  
 beggarticks, hornwort, and common arrowhead, each of which has been  
 reported on only one other Poudre River natural area. Introduced wildflowers,  
 vines, and other forbs include ragweed, garden asparagus, and creeping  
 bellflower. 
 
Wildlife   Great blue heron, black-crowned night-heron, and Bullock’s oriole are among 
Communities  the 124 bird species reported on the site. Eight mammalian species, including  
 eastern cottontail, beaver, and meadow vole, have been reported on the site.  
 Among the five amphibian/reptile species reported on the site are boreal  
 chorus frog, common snapping turtle, and western painted turtle. One fish  
 species (common carp) has been reported on the site.   
 

Riverbend Ponds Natural Area 
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Land Use  This 220.58-acre sensitive natural area, all of which is in the floodplain, is  
 located on the north side of Prospect Road between Summit View Drive and  
 the river. It can be accessed from Prospect Road, Cherly Street, and a road-  
 way off of Mulberry that runs past Country Gardens nursery. The ponds on  
 the site were created during gravel mining from the early 1950s to the mid-  
 1970s. The “Strategy for Gravel Lands Along the Poudre River” identifies the  
 eastern portion of the large pond (known during mining times as the Prospect  
 North Pit) as an excellent example of Mined Valley Reclamation, which  
 hydrologically links mines to create a unified landscape character and creates  
 varied hydrologic conditions for plant community and wildlife habitat diver- 
 sity. Soils on the site are primarily sandy clay loam. 
 

The site includes recreational trails and interpretive features. 
 

In 1985, Anheuser-Busch paid the City $6,930.98 for a process wastewater  
 line easement through the site. The line parallels a Boxelder sanitary sewer  
 line. 
 

Countryside Homeowners Association has a lawn irrigation system that  
 pumps water from Riverbend Ponds to their holding well. The pump house  
 straddles the fence line between the homes and the natural area. 
Plant   Thirty-five percent of the site is open lakes and ponds, 19 percent is riparian 
Communities cottonwood forest, 11 percent is exotic and pest shrubs, another 11 percent is  
 upland grassland, 10 percent is cattail marsh, and the remainder is riverine,  
 wetland meadow, upland shrub, and shrub willow. Weather, flood cycles, and  
 human intervention play a role in the changing vegetation communities of the  
 site. For example, following the 1983 flood, many willows, cottonwoods, and  
 other woody plants colonized the river gravel bars. 
 

Because of its size and diversity, more plant species (a total of 207) have  
 been reported on this natural area than on any other Poudre River natural  
 area. Naturally occurring plants, as well as those that have been planted  
 during restoration projects, include 40 species of trees and shrubs (58%  
 native), 46 species of grasses and grasslike plants (61% native), and 121  
 species of wildflowers, vines, and other forbs (55% native). Native trees and  
 shrubs include black greasewood and prince’s plume* (neither species  
 reported on any other Poudre River natural area) and ponderosa pine* (native  
 to the area but not to the site) and silver buffaloberry* (each reported on only  
 one other Poudre River natural area). Introduced species include green ash,  
 eastern red cedar, blue spruce, Austrian pine, saltcedar, and Siberian elm.  
 

Native grasses and grasslike plants include three species (toad rush, longstyle  
 rush, and beardless bluebunch wheatgrass) reported on no other Poudre River  
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 natural area and four species (bearded flatsedge, Colorado rush, little blue-  
 stem, and green needlegrass) reported on only one other Poudre River natural  
 area. Introduced species include quackgrass, stinkgrass, Kentucky bluegrass,  
 and yellow bristlegrass. 
 

The prairie gentian (Colorado rare species found on no other Poudre River  
 natural area) is found in the wet meadow near the boardwalk. Additional  
 native wildflowers, vines, and other forbs include Pennsylvania cinquefoil,  
 scarlet globemallow, and two varieties of sunflower as well as 12 species  
 reported on no other Poudre River natural area (Mexican azolla, ragleaf  
 bahia, ridgeseed euphorbia, littleflower collinisa, golden corydalis,   
 Richardson tansymustard, trailing fleabane, common sea milkwort,   
 scouringrush, poverty sumpweed, purpleflower groundcherry, and buttercup)  
 and nine species found on only one other Poudre River natural area (devils  
 beggarticks, hornwort, Missouri euphorbia, cottonbatting cudweed, sun-  
 flower, swamp smartweed, broom groundsel, thelesperma, and seaside  
 arrowgrass). Introduced species include ragweed, nodding beggarticks,  
 creeping bellflower, pepperweed whitetop, and lambsquarters goosefoot. 
 
Wildlife   The wide diversity of plant life makes Riverbend Ponds a key bird nesting 
Communities and feeding area as well as key migratory bird habitat. Of the 216 species of  
 birds reported on Poudre River natural areas, 201 have been seen at   
 Riverbend Ponds. Of these, 36 species (including least bittern, Barrow’s  
 goldeneye [Colorado Species of Concern], peregrine falcon [federal endan-  
 gered species], and white-faced ibis) have been reported at no other Poudre  
 River natural area.  
 

The site also is home to a wide variety of mammals (18 species reported  
 including raccoon, fox, skunk, and beaver), amphibians and reptiles (8  
 species reported including tiger salamander, northern leopard frog, and bull-  
 snake), and fishes (23 species reported including two Colorado Species of  
 Concern: plains topminnow and Johnny darter). 
 

In 1990, Riverbend Ponds was a release site for Operation Osprey’s rein- 
 troduction program. The group put up an osprey hack tower and several  
 nesting platforms on the site. 
 

Cottonwood Hollow Natural Area  

 
Land Use  This 88-acre sensitive site, all of which is in the floodplain, is surrounded  
 by natural areas and other open lands, resulting in a contiguous area of more 
 than 500 acres of public natural area. The site is bordered on the north by  
 Prospect Road, on the west by Prospect Ponds Natural Area and by a feedlot  
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 that may be considered for future natural area acquisition, on the south by the  
 Drake Water Reclamation Facility, and on the south and east by Colorado   
 State University’s (CSU) Environmental Learning Center. Immediately  
 across the street to the north is the Riverbend Ponds Natural Area.  
 

Cottonwood Hollow Natural Area includes ponds, naturalized wetlands, and  
 1,600 feet of the Poudre River. The site has four riparian zones: riparian  
 forest, riparian shrub, emergent wetland, and wet meadow. Both Anheuser-  
 Busch and Boxelder Sanitation District have wastewater lines near the ditch  
 on the east side of the site. 
 

All or portions of the site have been a feedlot (beginning in 1960), a farmed  
 area (from the early 1950s until 1992), and most recently, a gravel mining  
 site. 
 
Plant   Aerial photos taken in 1937 and 1950 show roughly 75% of the site to be 
Communities forested, following patterns of old drainage channels or coinciding with lower 
  portions of the site where the water table would have been nearer the surface.  
 The northern portion of the site appeared to include either shrub cover or pos- 
 sibly wetland vegetation which also appeared to follow drainageways. When  
 the site was converted to a feedlot, many cottonwoods were removed.  
 

When the current reclamation project began, the pit floor was covered pri- 
 marily by a mixture of sand and gravel overlying Caruso and Loveland clay  
 loam. Currently, approximately half of the site is vegetated by emergents,  
 grasses, shrubs, forbs, and small stands of cottonwood and saltcedar. The  
 riparian forest is dominated by plains cottonwood and peachleaf willow. The  
 riparian shrub zone is dominated by coyote willow. The emergent wetland  
 and wet meadow are characterized by sedges, rushes, and cattails. In total, 16  
 species of trees and shrubs (63% native), 27 species of grasses and grasslike  
 plants (63% native), and 61 species of wildflowers, vines, and other forbs  
 (46% native) have been reported on the site. 
 
Wildlife   Waterfowl and shorebirds typically use the site. Patterson (1995) observed 50 
Communities avian species (over 1,500 individuals) in a 12-month study of the site. Addi- 
 tional studies and observations bring the total reported sightings to 68   species, 
which include American white pelican (Colorado Species of Con-   cern), great egret, northern 
shoveler, bald eagle (federal threatened species),   American avocet, Baird’s sandpiper, cliff 
swallow, Steller’s jay, and yellow-   rumped warbler. Eight mammalian species, including red fox, 
elk, and both   mule and white-tailed deer, have been reported on the site. The only amphi-  
 bian/reptile species reported is the northern water snake. 
 

Prospect Ponds Natural Area 
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Context  This site is owned by Fort Collins Utilities. Portions of the site are currently 

managed by the City of Fort Collins Natural Resources Department and will 
become subject to an MOU to be developed between the two departments. 

 
Land Use  This 25.1-acre urban natural area is on Sharp Point Drive between Prospect  
 Road and the Drake Water Reclamation Facility. The entire site is in the  
 floodplain. The site is composed of three historic gravel ponds (two of  
 which were known during mining times as Johnson Pit and Reclamation Pit  
 I) used extensively for fishing. The paved Poudre River Trail runs along the  
 west and south sides of the ponds. A natural surface trail runs between the  
 two ponds and along the east side of the southern pond providing access  
 completely around that pond. A canal on the east side of the ponds contains  
 some cemented rip-rap. There are two parking lots at the site, one midway  
 along Sharp Point Drive and one at the end of Sharp Point Drive adjacent to  
 the Drake Water Reclamation Facility. Adjacent to this second parking lot are  
 the Water Utilities’ demonstration wastewater treatment wetlands, con-  
 structed in 1995 to study the feasibility of using wetlands for denitrification  
 and metals removal. The study, intended to be a two-year study, was   
 extended an additional year because of poor cattail growth the first year.  
 

The site includes recreational trails. CDOW stocks the ponds. 
 
Plant   The ponds are ringed by trees and shrubs, with a reported total of 18 species 
Communities (67% native). Native species include common ninebark (reported on no other  
 Poudre River natural area), common chokecherry, and three-leaf sumac.  
 

Introduced species include common honeysuckle, crack willow, and salt- 
 cedar. 
 

Twenty-four species of grasses and grasslike plants (38% native) have been  
 reported on the site. Natives include tumble grass (reported on no other  
 Poudre River natural area), sixweeks fescue (reported on only one other  
 Poudre River natural area), shortawn foxtail, and Baltic rush. Introduced  
 species include tall wheatgrass, orchardgrass, mountain fescue, Timothy, and  
 foxtail. 
 

Fifty-six species of wildflowers, vines, and other forbs (46% native) have  
 been reported on the site. Natives include blue flax, starry false solomonseal,  
 Pennsylvania smartweed, and toothed euphorbia as well as three species  
 (wavyleaf thistle, Virginia groundcherry, and Canada violet) reported on no  
 other Poudre River natural area. 
 
Wildlife   Ninety-eight species of birds have been reported on the site, including 
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Communities double-crested cormorant, turkey vulture, wood duck, hooded merganser,  
 northern harrier, Swainson’s hawk, merlin, least sandpiper, great horned owl,  
 and ruby-crowned kinglet. 
 

Five species of mammals (eastern cottontail, fox squirrel, beaver, muskrat,  
 and white-tailed deer) have been reported on the site. Two amphibian/reptile  
 species have been reported on the site: western painted turtle and bullfrog.  
 Ten species of fish (four natives: white sucker, channel catfish, green sunfish,  
 and walleye; six introduced: bluegill, hybrid sunfishes, largemouth bass,  
 white and black crappie, and yellow perch) have been reported in the ponds. 
 

Arapaho Bend Natural Area 

 
Land Use  This 278-acre restorative natural area is primarily bounded by I-25, County  
 Road 7, Harmony Road, and Horsetooth Road. There also is a small parcel  
 just west of County Road 7 near Harmony Road. These portions of the site  
 were annexed into the City limits in 1999. Another small parcel (outside the  
 City limits) sits on the east side of I-25. Most of the site (263.56 acres) is in  
 the floodplain. While the site is undeveloped, and development potential is  
 limited by the absence of sewers in the area, the site is within or near the 
 Harmony Corridor, a prime site for future development as an employment  
 center. In accordance with the City’s Harmony Corridor Plan, development 
 of the surrounding area is expected to be a mixture of green corridor/open  
 space and basic industrial and non-retail employment. The site is valuable not  
 only for its natural resources and recreation opportunities, but also as a scenic  
 entryway into the city. 
 

  The site includes approximately 88 acres of mined-out gravel ponds. A  
 portion of the site has been farmed for several years. The site also has been  
 used for cattle grazing. Horses have been grazed on the portion of the site  
 west of County Road 7. The area around the old gravel ponds was a private  
 recreation (fishing, water skiing, camping) area until the City purchased the  
 site. Along with the land, the City purchased four shares of Boxelder   
 Irrigation Company water. 
 

Because of its visibility from both I-25 and Harmony Road, this has been 
highly valuable for billboard advertising. There were eight billboards on the 
property, with monthly rental income ranging from $475 to $600 per single-
sided sign. By late 1998, the billboards had been removed. (There is still a 
billboard on the property east of I-25, but that part of the property is not yet in 
City management.) 

 
Plant   Twenty species of trees and shrubs (80% native) have been reported on the 
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Communities site. Natives include broom snakeweed (reported on only one other Poudre  
 River natural area), low rabbitbrush, peachleaf willow, and western poison  
 ivy. Introduced species include crack willow, saltcedar, and Siberian elm. 
 

Forty species of grasses and grasslike plants (58% native) have been   
 reported on the site. Natives include five species (bearded flatsedge, Montana  
 wheatgrass, American mannagrass, Torrey rush, and western needlegrass)  
 reported on only one other Poudre River natural area and three species (mat  
 sandbur, slender wheatgrass, and alkali muhly) reported on only two other  
 Poudre River natural areas. Introduced species include bluejoint reedgrass,  
 quackgrass, and Timothy. 
 

An impressive 100 species of wildflowers, vines, and other forbs (53%  
 native) have been reported on the site. Natives include shore buttercup, plains  
 pricklypear, Canada goldenrod, two varieties of  milkweed, and four varieties  
 of sunflower as well as nine species (four varieties of aster, prairie clover,  
 chicory lettuce, desert mentzelia, Louisiana broomrape, and daisy fleabane)  
 reported on no other Poudre River natural area and five species (pitseed  
 goosefoot, scarlet gaura, sunflower, cottonbatting cudweed, and bugleweed)  
 reported on only one other Poudre River natural area. Introduced species  
 include oakleaf goosefoot, Belvedere summercypress, and Virginia creeper. 
 

Many people assume that this is the site of an historic tree known as the  
 “Council Tree.” While the exact location is not known for sure, the site where  
 the tree most likely occurred is north of Arapaho Bend Natural Area. 
 
Wildlife   Forty-eight species of birds have been reported on the site. They include 
Communities grebes, American white pelican (Colorado Species of Concern), double- 
 crested cormorant, snowy egret, turkey vulture, prairie falcon, horned lark,  
 and warbling vireo. Six species of mammals (fox squirrel, beaver, and  
 muskrat) have been reported on the site. The western painted turtle is the only  
 amphibian/reptile species reported on the site. Of the 13 species of native  
 fishes reported in the waters of the site, three (common shiner, plains topmin-  
 now, and Johnny darter) are listed as Colorado Species of Concern. Four of  
 the reported fishes (common carp, pumpkinseed, largemouth bass, and yellow  
 perch) are introduced species. 
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GOALS 
 
Context  The NAPP, the City Council adopted plan containing the City’s natural area  
 management policies, recognizes that natural areas not only provide "impor-  
 tant habitats for the conservation of plants and animals and their associated  
 ecosystems," but also provide "important habitats for people." The manage- 
 ment policies focus on maintaining and enhancing sites to ensure protection  
 of sensitive plant and animal communities while providing opportunities for  
 public use. However, public input on specific site management plans may  
 result in site management that does not necessarily adhere to NAPP policies.  
 Additional considerations for Poudre River natural areas come from other  
 river-related documents: “Poudre River Land Use Study,” the draft “Strategy  
 for Gravel Lands Along the Poudre River,” and the “Master Drainage Way  
 Plan.” Management strategies and goals for Poudre River sites will come  
 from consideration of all related documents (i.e., NAPP, the river-related  
 documents, and “Cache la Poudre River Natural Areas Management Plan”). 
 
Objectives   The following objectives provide direction for Poudre River natural area  
 management. 
 

 Manage, maintain, and enhance these natural areas to preserve and protect  
 the native habitat and rare species of the sites, including native grasslands;  
 the prairie gentian (Colorado rare species) plant population; and the native  
 shrublands that provide key food and cover for a wide variety of wildlife  
 species. 
 

 Control the invasion and spread of undesirable non-native plants (e.g.,  
 Russian olive) and illegal weeds (e.g., leafy spurge and Canada thistle) that  
 threaten the integrity of the native habitat. 
 

 Provide opportunities for safe, accessible, and enjoyable public use of the  
 sites, while minimizing disturbance to sensitive wildlife and plant com- 
 munities. 
 

 Enhance user experience and enjoyment. 
 

 Provide recreational trails. 
 

 Enhance storm drainage facilities. 
 

 Educate the public about the values and benefits of preserving the various  
 habitats along the river and the associated wildlife communities, as well as  
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 the historical use of the sites by native peoples and early settlers. 
 

 Manage human/ecosystem conflicts through design of public use areas,  
 public information and education, habitat manipulation, and plant and animal  
 population management techniques. 
 

 Involve citizens in the planning and management of these natural areas. 
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GENERAL SITE MANAGEMENT/MAINTENANCE 
 
Context  This management plan was written and compiled in 1997/1998. Process  
 complications delayed adoption until 2002. In general, information in this  
 plan reflects conditions and plans as of 1998. However, occasional mention is  
 made of management changes between 1998 and 2001. 
 

General site maintenance is necessary for ecological protection and to pro-  
 vide a safe, pleasant environment for humans. The "General Management  
 Guidelines for City-owned Open Spaces and Natural Areas" lists issues that  
 have been a part of general maintenance of open lands since they were first  
 acquired in the mid-1970s. The following general site maintenance needs and  
 opportunities have been identified for Poudre River natural areas. 
 
Archaeological  In compliance with state law, areas to be disturbed by construction of trails,  
Materials  viewing areas, or other features will be surveyed for the presence of pre-  
 historic cultural resources. On Poudre River natural areas, this may reveal  
 Native American and other historic artifacts.  
 
Trails  Although many people prefer a trail located close to a river or stream, recrea- 
 tional trail use can adversely affect riparian habitat. The need to carefully  
 locate trails and manage their use is very important. Renovations and  
 replacement of existing trails will be evaluated for environmental sensitivity.  
 Where environmental concerns or resource conflicts are identified, trails will  
 be relocated, to the extent possible, to less sensitive areas. 
 

Trail placement and design in natural areas are determined jointly by staff 
from the Natural Resources Department and Parks Planning and 
Development. New trail segments are reviewed with the Natural Resources 
Advisory Board and the Parks and Recreation Board to obtain their input 
during the planning process. 

 
Litter/Trash   Removal of  trash and litter, particularly along the Poudre River trail, is a part 
  of on-going maintenance. 
 

There also are volunteer opportunities to help in keeping natural areas clean.  
 These include the City’s “Adopt A Natural Area” and “Adopt A Trail” pro- 
 grams, as well as Poudre River Trust’s “Adopt A Waterway” program. These  
 programs involve one-year commitments from groups and individuals who  
 agree to monitor the adopted areas for litter control. Another clean-up oppor-  
 tunity is the annual Poudre River Clean-up that usually occurs in September. 
 
Structures  People often report enjoying natural areas more when on-site buildings and  
 structures are limited. It also is undesirable to have structures in floodplains,  
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 and since most Poudre River natural areas are partially or entirely in the  
 floodplain, structures in these natural areas should be limited. Therefore, non- 
 historic structures on Poudre River natural areas will be removed, and no  
 additional structures erected, unless they serve the public good or meet  
 recreational or site management goals. In the Individual Site Management  
 section of this management plan, structures planned for specific sites are  
 identified. 
 
Bicycle Facilities Parking lots, trailheads, and other appropriate facilities in Poudre River  
 natural areas will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis to determine the need  
 for bicycle parking facilities. The facilities will be installed at locations  
 where visitors are likely to need to lock up bicycles to take advantage of the  
 area’s amenities, take part in educational events, or otherwise need to secure  
 bicycles. Sites where these facilities are most likely to be needed include  
 North Shields Pond Natural Area, Nix Natural Area, Kingfisher Point Natural  
 Area, Cattail Chorus Natural Area, Riverbend Ponds Natural Area, Cotton-  
 wood Hollow Natural Area, Prospect Ponds Natural Area, and Arapaho Bend  
 Natural Area. 
 
Fencing  Barbed wire is potentially dangerous not only to people but also to raptors  
 and other wildlife. Therefore, it is standard practice to remove unnecessary  
 barbed wire fences from natural areas and replace necessary fences with  
 either smooth wire, western rail, or buck and rail unless the fence is adjacent  
 to private land used for horse or cattle grazing, in which case barbed wire will  
 remain. 
 
Drinking Water  Drinking water is available at or near Bignall Natural Area and Arapaho and 
Restrooms Bend Natural Area. Restroom facilities are available at North Shields Pond,  
 Gustav Swanson Natural Area, and Riverbend Ponds and are planned for two  
 additional sites (Hickory and Arapaho Bend). These facilities generally are  
 provided at or near parking lots. 
 
Integrated Pest The City uses Integrated Pest Management (IPM) techniques, which involve 
Management various means to control weeds and other pests. Insecticides are rarely used  
 on natural areas. They will likely be used on natural areas along the river only  
 to control any devastating insect pest outbreak.  
 

Should gypsy moth be discovered on Poudre River natural areas, an IPM  
 strategy involving Bacillus thuringiensis (BT) and egg masses that give rise  
 to sterile masses will be employed.  
 

To control weeds, the City uses IPM techniques including mowing, seasonal  
 grazing, biological control (e.g., introduction of insect pests to control  
 specific weed species), and herbicides. To comply with State, County, and  
 City weed laws and ordinances, and to protect native plant communities,  
 designated weeds must be controlled. State and County noxious weeds  
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 include leafy spurge, Canada thistle, and the knapweeds. Even small stands of  
 these weeds must be controlled to avoid spreading. An additional 35 plant  
 species are designated as weeds in Fort Collins City Code. Certain species, or  
 large stands, of invasive plants cannot be eradicated without herbicides. Only  
 the least damaging, effective herbicides that are approved for the sites (e.g.,  
 wetlands) are used. Herbicides typically used on natural areas include Rodeo,  
 2-4D, Banvel, and a newer, less expensive broad leaf herbicide, Tordon. Of  
 these herbicides, various ones are often mixed to enhance effectiveness. The  
 herbicides are applied by licensed/trained sprayers, and care is taken when  
 using herbicides near stands of rare plants (e.g., prairie gentian), other signi-  
 ficant vegetation (e.g., bluestem stands), and wetlands.  
 

In the past, predator insects have been introduced on some sites to control  
 specific noxious weeds (e.g., leafy spurge). They have not been effective in  
 controlling weeds, and in fact, after a few years, evidence of the insects could  
 not be found. There is some indication that the insects need to be introduced  
 in significantly greater concentrations (such as is done in research areas  
 where successful control has been reported) in order to be effective. Smaller  
 concentrations were initially used in the Fort Collins experiments because of  
 the expense of this type of weed control. Heavier concentrations began to be  
 used in 1999 as less expensive methods (i.e., staff collecting insects from  
 donation sites) became available. Predator insects will continue to be used as  
 management staff deems appropriate. 
 

Purple loosestrife is a perennial that is a serious wetland pest. A 1995 City  
 ordinance requires landowners within the city limits to remove purple  
 loosestrife from their properties. Once established, this plant is extremely  
 difficult to eradicate. Thus, all plants must be removed as soon as they are  
 detected. Seedlings can be hand-pulled, but mature plants must be cut and a  
 wetland-approved herbicide (e.g., Rodeo) applied to the cut stems to prevent  
 resprouting. Even small roots remaining after hand-digging of mature plants  
 will resprout; thus, herbicide use is necessary for this species. Purple loose-  
 strife has been found and removed at the Gustav Swanson Natural Area.  
 Poudre River natural areas will continue to be monitored for the plant. 
 

In the future, to maintain the natural character of the sites, the City may  
 remove non-invasive exotics that were planted when the sites were in private  
 ownership. However, removal of non-invasives takes lower priority to most  
 other management needs. 
 
Invasive   Agricultural and other invasive non-native grasses are a problem on many 
Grasses   Poudre River natural areas. These include smooth brome, cheatgrass, and  
 others. These will be removed using IPM practices, i.e., herbicides will be  
 used when mechanical, grazing, and biological methods are ineffective.  
 
Russian Olive,  These trees and tree-size shrubs are exotic wetland pest species that threaten 
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Siberian Elm, the integrity of wetland habitat throughout the UGA. All of these species are 
Saltcedar  well established along the river and will be removed as time and budgets  
 allow. They are extremely difficult to eradicate. Methods will include up-  
 rooting smaller shrubs (<1-inch caliper) with a weed wrench, cutting larger  
 shrubs and applying a wetland-approved herbicide to the stump (necessary to  
 prevent resprouting), and girdling the bark to kill the plant. 
 
Snags   General management policy for snag (dead trees that are still standing) man- 
 agement is to leave them in place for their wildlife habitat value unless they  
 threaten structures or human safety, in which case they will be felled and  
 either left lying on the site or removed from the site, depending on site func-  
 tions (e.g., they would be removed from the site if their presence on the site  
 would create a flood hazard).  
 
Native Plant  During construction of trails, viewing areas, or other earthwork activities, Salvage 
 native plants will be salvaged for use in revegetation projects. Under the  
 "General Management Guidelines for City-owned Open Spaces and Natural  
 Areas," native species are required for seeding and planting projects (see  
 Natural Resources Department 1996 for species list). Only on-site seed  
 sources for rare plants (e.g., prairie gentian) can be used for reseeding and  
 planting projects. Ideally, to preserve genetic integrity of existing plant com-  
 munities, all seed and plant revegetation sources should be from existing  
 plants of  Poudre River environs. Unfortunately, because of the extent of  
 needed revegetation and the lack of local seed and plant sources, local plant  
 material cannot be obtained for all projects. However, native plants salvaged  
 during trail construction and other earthwork can be used in revegetation  
 projects, or soils containing seeds of native plants can be stockpiled for future  
 revegetation uses.  
 
Fires    Poudre Fire Authority has jurisdiction and responsibility for control of wild- 
 fires. Because Poudre River natural areas are in an urban area, fires will be  
 controlled to protect lives and private property.  
 

Fire will at times be used as a management tool to control certain weed  
 species or for research purposes in establishing native grasses. Recent  
 research is inconclusive as to whether fire is beneficial to western native  
 shortgrass prairies or, unlike eastern midgrass and tallgrass prairies, actually  
 damages shortgrass prairies. State air quality regulations do not allow the  
 burning of toxic materials, so railroad ties and other treated wood that are  
 present on a site to be burned will be  removed before burning occurs.  
 Because of local air quality concerns, attempts will be made to burn between  
 the hours of 9 a.m. and 2 p.m., when air currents are more likely to remove  
 the smoke rather than allowing it to hang over the city. On some sites, a sur- 
 factant, described as “similar to dishwashing liquid,” will be applied to  
 downed natural wood (which is desirable for wildlife habitat) to keep it from  
 being involved in the burn. 
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Signs and    To avoid inadvertent trespassing, property boundaries of all City-owned/ 
Boundary   managed natural areas will be staked with identifying markers. All existing 
Markers  and future signs and boundary markers on Poudre River natural areas will be  
 kept in good condition. 
 
General   There are many tools available in the field of education. In natural areas, 
Education   interpretation is a primary education tool.  
 

In planning interpretation for these natural areas, the entire Poudre River  
 natural area complex was considered as a whole. Then, in addition to evaluat- 
 ing the interpretive opportunities shared by all sites, each site was evaluated  
 for its unique interpretive opportunities. When completed, the final result will  
 be a progression of different features, from site to site, providing information  
 on a wide range of topics, both unique to individual sites and common to all  
 sites. The visitor’s experience will be much like that of visiting a museum or  
 other interpretation facility, in that the visitor garners information on different  
 topics from each exhibit. The difference is that the “interpretive facility” is  
 the real world, and instead of viewing pictures or recreations, the visitor  
 experiences the genuine article (e.g., sees a heron actually catch a fish for  
 lunch, hears a rabbit scurry through fallen leaves as it seeks to escape a per-  
 ceived predator, feels the cool shade of a forested riparian area as compared  
 to an adjacent sunny grassland, smells the damp earth of the riparian forest,  
 gets wet [just like the ducks] during an afternoon thunderstorm, etc.). Inter-  
 pretive features will be designed to blend into the surroundings. Except on  
 large sites with significant interpretation needs, interpretive features can be  
 expected to consist of one or two appropriately sized and designed signs.  
 Information kiosks will be placed on larger sites in order to provide general  
 natural area information and brochures. 
 

In addition to educational and interpretive features discussed in specific site  
 management sections, the following general educational opportunities and  
 materials are available. With the exception of the video, “The Cache La  
 Poudre River, An Integral Part of Our Lives,” Poudre River natural areas are  
 a part, but not the exclusive focus, of these educational media: 
  

“Nature Next Door” brochure - published by the City of Fort Collins Natural  
 Resources Department. This brochure provides examples from all of Fort  
 Collins’ natural areas. In the future, a similar brochure is planned that is spe- 
 cific to Poudre River natural areas, identifying all of the natural areas along  
 the river, discussing their shared characteristics, and describing how they  
 differ from other types of natural areas (e.g., prairies). 
 

“Nature Next Door” video - a 10-minute piece produced by the City of  Fort  
 Collins Natural Resources Department. 
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“The Cache La Poudre River, An Integral Part of Our Lives” - a 15-minute  
 video produced by the City of Fort Collins Stormwater Department. 
 

Master Naturalists - trained volunteers who provide guided interpretive  
 walks, classroom presentations, and other programming about the wildlife  
 and natural features of natural areas. This program is administered through  
 the Natural Resources Department. 
 
Watercraft   Operation of all watercraft on the Poudre River is to be in compliance with 
Regulations state regulations. The booklet, “Colorado Boating Statutes & Regulations,” and 
Safety  available from Colorado State Parks, explains these regulations. 
 
 
 
Major Flood  At appropriate Poudre River natural areas, the extent and impact of some of 
Interpretation the river’s major floods will be identified and explained. 
 
 
Public   Early in the process of establishing the Gustav Swanson Natural Area, steer- 
Involvement  ing committee members (who were private citizens) were concerned about 
Liability   their liability relative to involvement in site restoration and management.  
 Kathleen Allin (then assistant City Attorney) advised that since the com-  
 mittee was not appointed by the City, but came to the City with ideas about  
 the use of the City-owned site, and offered to help implement those ideas,  
 committee members probably could not be considered “public employees,” a  
 designation that would provide protection under the Colorado Governmental  
 Immunity Act. Therefore, members were advised to seek private counsel on  
 this matter. No action is recommended at this time, but if groups have  
 questions about their liability in such situations in the future, it may be wise  
 to ask the City Attorney’s Office to again review this matter. 
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REGULATORY ISSUES 
 
Context  While management through education is desirable and will be used exten- 
 sively, other approaches are needed at times to protect sensitive wildlife  
 species, plant communities, and geological features, to provide safety and  
 enjoyment for visitors, and to reduce potential conflicts between adjacent  
 neighbors and the natural areas. The following regulatory issues apply to  
 Poudre River natural areas. 
 
Informing    Various City Code regulations (including the City’s Natural Areas Regula- 
Visitors/  tions and other regulations referenced in “General Management Guidelines 
neighbors   for City-owned Open Spaces and Natural Areas”) apply to public use of open  
 lands not only to ensure a safe, pleasant visitor experience, but also to protect  
 natural and recreational features of the City’s open lands. It is ultimately the  
 visitor’s responsibility to know and abide by regulations governing the sites.  
 However, as site managers, it is only reasonable that the City make such  
 information readily available to site visitors and neighbors. Therefore, natural  
 area regulations will be displayed at site entrances and should be included in  
 appropriate brochures or other informational devices distributed to site  
 visitors and adjacent neighbors of the natural areas. 
 
Enforcement   The issue of enforcement of codified regulations on the City’s open lands and 
  natural areas has often been raised. Basic enforcement responsibility has  
 always rested with Fort Collins Police (enforcement of City Code) and  
 Humane Society of Larimer County (enforcement of City Code related to  
 dogs and cats at large and some other animal ordinances). Because of the  
 need to focus on enforcement in natural areas, in 1997 the City created a  
 ranger position, hiring two rangers (later increased to three) to patrol not only  
 Poudre River natural areas, but also all other natural areas and trails in the  
 Fort Collins system. While the rangers are empowered to enforce regulations  
 (i.e., issue citations), the initial approach with individuals, when appropriate,   
 will be to advise the visitor of the rules and regulations and about adverse  
 effects on the natural areas when these rules and regulations are violated.  
 However, visitors who choose to ignore the rangers’ advice will be cited. 
 
Reporting    Site visitors and adjacent neighbors of the Poudre River natural areas need to 
Mechanisms be aware of regulations and how and when to report City Code violations and  
 other management issues (e.g., damaged fences, injured or problem wildlife).  
 

It has been difficult for neighbors and site visitors to know who to call for  
 specific problems, because the appropriate agency to contact varies, depend-  
 ing on the issue (e.g., Police for firearms; Humane Society for abandoned  
 pets; maintenance departments for fence repair; Colorado Division of Wild-  
 life (CDOW) for large animals, such as deer, causing problems in neighbor- 
 hoods). While all life-threatening emergency calls should always go to the  
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 911 emergency number; non-emergency calls should go to the rangers,  
 rather than callers having to determine which agency to call. The ranger will 
 then notify the appropriate entity of problems not within the rangers’   
 purview. 
 
Easements   Easements for public purposes, which may be expected to occur on natural  
 areas, include utility easements (e.g., stormwater conveyance, water lines,  
 power lines, irrigation canals) for maintenance and repair of existing systems  
 or installation of new ones and for roadways. Existing easements are identi-  
 fied in specific site descriptions. Easements are granted only after review and  
 approval by City Natural Resources staff; Parks, Stormwater, and other staff 
 are involved where appropriate. Minimizing impact to natural resources and 
 recreational structures of the site is required; unavoidable impacts require  
 mitigation (e.g., buried water line would require reseeding with native grasses  
 and forbs). 
 
Leases    Leases on Poudre River natural areas must correspond to site management  
 goals. Few leases are granted on natural areas. On some natural areas that  
 were used for farming or grazing when the City acquired them, leases to con-  
 tinue such operations may be allowed until the City can begin restoration  
 processes. 
 
Art In    Article IX, Sec. 23-301 of the Fort Collins City Code requires that certain  
Public Places construction projects incorporate art. The requirements are based on project  
 cost. The regulation applies to construction project, but not land purchase,  
 costs. Poudre River natural area projects that must comply include trail  
 building and parking lot construction as well as any interpretive buildings  
 that might be erected. Specifically, for a construction project of less than  
 $50,000, project managers should try to include artistic and aesthetic values  
 in the project; for a project costing between $50,000 and $250,000, a City  
 selected artist (from among artists approved by the Art In Public Places  
 Board) must be hired as part of the project team for the purpose of incorpor-  
 ating works of art into all aspects of the project (costs of the artist and the art  
 to be borne by the project); for a project of more than $250,000, one percent  
 of the project cost must be put into the City’s Art in Public Places Reserve  
 Account which is administered by the Art in Public Places Board. 
 
American’s   The Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) is a comprehensive Federal law With 
Disabilities  that prohibits discrimination against persons with disabilities. The ADA pro- Act  
 hibits the City from excluding persons with disabilities from participation in,  
 or denying them the equal benefits of, the City’s services, programs, or  
 activities. 

Upon request, site brochures and other written materials will be provided to  
 persons with vision impairment in the format requested by such persons.  
 When requested by persons with hearing impairment, program presentations  
 and guided walks will be augmented by a sign language communicator.  
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 Natural areas will be accessible to persons with mobility limitations where  
 reasonable. While this often is done by paving trails, in some situations, trails  
 may be designed with crusher fines or other material that reduces the non-  
 natural appearance, but still allows wheelchair access. The paved Poudre  
 River Trail provides wheelchair access to most Poudre River natural areas.  
 To facilitate access to non-paved trails in Poudre River natural areas, board-  
 walks and/or crusher fines are likely to be used. 
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FLOODPLAIN ISSUES 
 
Context  In assessing potential adverse impacts of floodplain development and modi- 
 fication on the natural, beneficial functions of the floodplain, the City tries to  
 minimize adverse environmental impacts and potential risk to the proposed  
 action itself and to lives and property. Natural areas along the river often are  
 a resource for managing the floodplain more naturally. The City’s “Guide-  
 lines for the Management and Administration of Floodplains” identifies  
 natural and beneficial values of floodplains in their natural, or relatively  
 undisturbed, state. 
 
Water   Water resource values include natural moderation and attenuation of floods, 
Resources   water quality maintenance, and groundwater recharge. These resources and 
 functions are part of, and/or benefit, the hydrologic cycles both on and below  
 the surface. Examples include – 
 

 Natural flood and erosion control – Natural floodplains provide flood  
 storage and conveyance and reduce flood velocities, flood peaks, and  
 sedimentation. 
 

 Water quality maintenance – Natural floodplains filter nutrients and  
 impurities from runoff, process organic wastes, and moderate temperature  
 fluctuations. 
 

 Groundwater recharge – Floodplains promote infiltration and aquifer  
 recharge and reduce frequency and duration of low surface flows. 
 
Biological   These values benefit plants and animals. Examples include – 
Resources 

 Biological productivity – Floodplains support a high rate of plant growth  
 and maintain the ecosystem’s biodiversity and integrity. 
 

 Fish and wildlife habitats – Floodplains provide breeding and feeding  
 grounds, create and enhance waterfowl habitat, and protect habitats for rare  
 and endangered species. 
 
Societal   These values include historical, archeological, scientific, recreational, and 
Resources  aesthetic resources and functions that directly benefit humans. They include –  
 

 Harvest of wild and cultivated products – Floodplains enhance agricul- 
 tural lands, provide sites for aquaculture, and restore and enhance forest  
 lands. 
 

 Recreational opportunities – Floodplains provide areas for active and  
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 passive uses, open space, and aesthetic pleasure. 
 

 Research and education – Floodplains contain cultural resources (historic 
 and archaeological sites) and provide opportunities for environmental and  
 other studies. 
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INDIVIDUAL SITE MANAGEMENT 
 

Site #96P1 
 
Context  A minimal amount of management of this as yet unnamed site is addressed in  
 this five-year management plan. The subsequent five-year management plan  
 is expected to occur when the configuration of the entire natural area com-  
 plex in this area is known, and therefore, more specific, appropriate manage-  
 ment can be recommended. There is currently no public access to the site, but  
 staff has an agreement for management access across private property. 
 
Plant     Poudre Fire Authority is looking for opportunities to train firefighters in 
Community wildland fire management. Therefore, in spring ‘97, an attempt was made 
Management to burn vegetation and old lumber from previous buildings on this natural  
 area. Weather conditions, however, were not conducive, and the fire would  
 not spread. Future attempts to burn the site will comply with burning guide-  
 lines in the“General Site Maintenance” section of this document. Surfactant  
 will be applied to downed natural wood on the site (which is desirable for  
 wildlife habitat) to keep it from burning. 
 
Wildlife    Small and large mammals are known to use this urban natural area. There is 
Management no evidence of wildlife problems that require management intervention. 
 
Water    The purchase contract stipulates that, during the lifetime of James H. Hyde 
Management and Margaret Hyde, from whom the City purchased the property, the site  
 shall be used only for open space, park, trails, and recreational purposes. This  
 stipulation includes a ban on gravel mining. 
 

There is some minor erosion caused by the river naturally undercutting. How- 
 ever, there is no major problem. The fact that the site will be maintained  
 naturally, i.e., natural vegetation allowed to remain in place, no heavy water-  
 ing and mowing as would happen on a developed site, and no buildings being  
 put on the site, erosion should not become a major problem. 
  
Recreation   On this site, the Poudre River Trail is expected to follow the abandoned 
Management  railroad right-of-way, then go north on the west side of the site to the river. A  
 bridge is planned to take the trail to the north side of the river. Trail place- 
 ment and design will be reviewed with the Natural Resources Advisory 
 Board and the Parks and Recreation Board to obtain their input during the 
 planning process. 
 

No other recreational facilities are planned until the ultimate configuration of  
 the natural area complex in this area has been determined. 
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Fig. 2 - Site #96P1 map 
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Interpretive   Interpretive features for this site are expected to include information about 
Education   the family that previously owned the site and about its historic use. Addi-  
 tional interpretive features will be considered after the ultimate configuration  
 of the natural area complex in this area has been determined. It is likely this  
 ultimate natural area complex will have interpretive features about the unique  
 role of rivers in arid environments and gravel mining and restoration. 
 

There is evidence on the site that the river has been cutting down and moving  
 to the north. This may be incorporated into the site’s interpretive features. 
 
Research    Plant and wildlife surveys should be conducted on the site. 
 
Miscellaneous   Piles of rubble and old plumbing fixtures that have been dumped on the 
Management site will be taken to the landfill. 
Issues 

Fencing was improved in spring 1997. Barbed wire fencing was removed,  
 and where necessary, replaced with horse fabric and wooden post and rail  
 fencing. In some places, the fencing is only four feet high to allow deer to  
 freely move through the site. Fencing internal to the site was removed. 
 

A small amount of clothing and other debris has been found near the river,  
 indicating that the site may at times be used by vagrants. The site will be  
 monitored for this activity. 
 

North Shields Pond Natural Area 
 
Plant   In 1994, 250 shrubs were planted on this urban natural area (see Appendix E 
Community for one-year survival rates). In 1996, Parks staff supervised approximately 25 
Management volunteers in planting 616 native bareroot shrubs. In 1997, 60 volunteers  
 planted 800 native shrubs and 10 native trees, which were watered for the 
 first year to get the plants established.  
 

On-going projects include the planting of buffalo and blue gramma grasses  
 (covering the seeds with jute until they become established); removing  
 Siberian elm from the site; and replacing crack willow with river birch and  
 other appropriate trees/shrubs. 
 

In spring ‘97, several Siberian elm on the southwest side of the pond were  
 cut down and allowed to fall into the pond as turtle and fish habitat. Turtles  

immediately (literally within hours of the trees being felled) began sunning  
 themselves on the exposed portion of the felled trees. 
 

Some of the large cottonwoods on the site have structural defects such as  
 hollows, decay, or dead branches. Trees determined to be a threat to site visi-  
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 tors will be removed or pruned to alleviate the hazard. 
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Fig. 3 - North Shields Pond map 
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Wildlife   CDOW stocks the pond annually with warmwater species (usually large- 
Management  mouth bass, crappie, and/or channel catfish). 
 

Bat boxes will be installed on the site. 
 

Water   In early 1995, residents near the pond were concerned about the apparent 
Management dropping of the water level in the pond over the past few years. While 1995  
 was a high precipitation spring and summer, it was preceded by several dry  
 years. A study of the water history of the area (Barton, 1995) concluded that  
 the water levels that concerned the residents were likely the result of natural  
 cycles (e.g., dry years followed by a wet year) and human activities (e.g., irri- 
 gation diversions). Longtime residents recall that before 1989 the pond would  
 regularly overflow its banks. The pond is higher than the river, leading to the  
 conclusion that the pond recharges the river through groundwater seepage  
 during low flows, and the river recharges the pond through groundwater  
 seepage during high flows.  
 

In December 1987, Beth Dillon of the CDOW received permission to sub- 
 merge Christmas tree structures in the pond to improve fish habitat. The trees  
 were sunk by either cementing them to old tires or wiring them together with  
 cement blocks. In winter ‘95-’96, the City’s Parks Department put discarded  
 Christmas trees on the ice with no anchoring, intending for them to sink as  
 the ice melted. Before the ice melted, the trees blew around in the wind. After  
 the ice melted, most trees sank, but some had blown into water too shallow to  
 allow sinking. This type of fish habitat enhancement will be continued in the  
 future if deemed appropriate. 
 

There was a camper shell in the middle of the west end of the pond. It had  
 reportedly been there “forever,” but became noticeable only in recent   years 
as the water level dropped. It was removed from the site in 1999. 
 

Considerable eutrophication is evident in the pond (likely due to the filling of  
 the spring in the past), but there have been no fish kills. The presence of  
 green algae indicates organic pollution. CDOW has indicated an interest in  
 experimenting with a blue dye that limits alge growth but does not kill the  
 algae. City staff questions the effectiveness of this application on such a large  
 area, but, since no harm to the wildlife or the habitat is anticipated, will allow  
 CDOW to pursue this experiment at CDOW’s expense. 
 

There is a considerable amount of additional plant (cattail) growth on the  
 west end of the pond. This may indicate a natural progression from a pond to  
 a wetland. This progression will be allowed to continue at the west end.  
 However, CDOW advice will be sought on the possibility of deepening the  
 east end to maintain, and possibly improve, fishing at the site. As requested  
 during review of the draft of this management plan, staff will determine  
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 whether fishing enhancement is a goal for the site. If the decision is made to  
 deepen the east end of the pond, a detailed construction plan will be   
 developed. 
 
Recreation  Public access to the site is from Shields Street, with the parking lot on the 
Management south side of the pond. There are picnic tables and an accessible fishing 
 pier (built in 1994) near the parking lot. Neighbors have created a small  
 private pedestrian/bike trail access across private property on the north  
 side of the site. 
 

The pond is a popular fishing spot, heavily used by families, as well as by  
 children biking to the site on their own. 
 

There is an informal natural surface trail around the pond. Some of it, how- 
ever, is not on City land, and parts of the trail are so informal as to be diffi-
cult to follow or negotiate. Staff recommends that the trail be improved and 
defined as needed to allow safe access on City property completely around 
the pond. Trail placement and design will be reviewed with the Natural 
Resources Advisory Board to obtain their input during the planning process. 
If deemed advisable, a detailed trail construction plan will be developed to 
ensure appropriate alignment, cut and fill, etc. Staff recommends that the trail 
 remain natural surface except for the possibility of adding boardwalk 
sections in wet areas. 

 
Within the past couple of years, portions of the trail near the parking lot were  

 improved by edging with timbers and surfacing with recycled asphalt. 
 

Other recent site improvements include the installation of several sets of  
 “steps” along the bank to alleviate erosion problems where people have habi- 
 tually gone down to the pond. The new “steps” are made of timber frames  
 and surfaced with recycled asphalt. Some informal pond access points will be  
 closed to restore eroded areas. 
 
Interpretive  The natural succession from a pond to a wetland is a unique opportunity for 
Education   interpretation. The succession will be a changing phenomenon over the com-  
 ing years. Therefore, the interpretive features should be designed so they can  
 be easily changed as the natural area changes. 

 
Since the site is heavily used by families, it is an ideal site for interpretive  

 features, designed specifically for children, about the birds in the area and  
 about the pond’s ecology. To encourage pride of ownership and to stimulate  
 learning about the natural features, the children and young people who visit  
 the site may be involved in helping to develop these interpretive features. 
 
Miscellaneous  Vagrants often use the forested area on the northwest side of the pond as a  
Management campsite. This creates not only a possible safety issue, but it also is often 
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Issues  extremely trashy. This should be frequently monitored by the police and the  
 Rangers and should be cleaned up by maintenance personnel as needed.  
 

The site sign is in poor condition and will be replaced. 
 

Restrooms will be installed on the site. 
 
Research  The CDOW will be asked to evaluate the fishing habitat of the pond to deter- 
 mine its validity as a fishery. They also will be asked to evaluate deepening  
 the east end of the pond and to advise on other habitat improvements. If site  
 changes are determined to be appropriate, detailed construction plans will be  
 developed to ensure appropriate design. 
 

The CDOW will be allowed to experiment with blue dye to limit alge growth  
 if they so desire (at their own expense). 
 

 Hickory Natural Area 
 

Plant   During a 1995 project, Boy Scouts cut down many of the Russian olives on 
Community this urban natural area. Because the stumps were not treated with herbicide, 
Management they are resprouting. They will, therefore, be freshly cut and treated with  
 herbicide.  
 

There is a lot of spurge on the site that will be eradicated with herbicide.  
 

There are some old downed cottonwoods at the north end of the natural area. 
These will be left in place to provide habitat for woodpeckers, cavity nesters,  
and small mammals. 

 
Wildlife   Site fencing will be evaluated. To protect wildlife, barbed wire fencing will 
Management  be removed, or replaced with less damaging fencing material, except as  
 needed to separate the natural area from cattle grazing on adjacent private  
 property. 
 
Recreation  The natural area is adjacent to a proposed developed park. The parking lot for 
Management  the park (which may be built in 2001 or 2002) will serve both the park and  

the natural area. It is anticipated that the parking lot will be near Hickory  
 Street, which currently dead ends at the park site, but when extended through 

to Shields Street sometime in the future, will run near the southern end of the  
 natural area. 

The site is not officially open to the public. However, the natural area can  
 currently be used for birding. Visitors should park off-street at the end of  
 Hickory Street and walk into the area. The existing fence is in place to keep  
 vehicles off the property. The fence should be redesigned with the sharp “V”  
 that allows access for pedestrians, but not for bicycles, motor bikes, etc. 
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When developed, the adjacent park will include active sports fields, basket-  

 ball courts, and a playground/picnic area. Improvements also will include  
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Fig. 4 - Hickory, Salyer, Legacy map 
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restrooms, trails, and sidewalk connections to Hickory Street and the trail to  
 Lee Martinez Park. 
 

All recreational amenities of the site will be designed to appropriately allow 
for the Dry Creek Channel that will go through the site.  

 
Interpretive Staff recommends that a 50-100-foot buffer be designed into the park/ Education 
 natural area interface. This will be an ideal location for an interpretive trail  
 leading into the natural area. The trail, or spurs from it, should be designed 
 to provide access to appropriate interpretation points. From a natural area  
 perspective, a natural surface trail would be preferable, but trail surface  
 cannot be decided until the Parks Department determines what the trail is to  
 be used for (i.e., if it is to be used for roller blading, skateboarding, or must  
 be accessible to persons needing accessible trails). Trail placement and  
 design will be reviewed with the Natural Resources Advisory Board and the  
 Parks and Recreation Board to obtain their input during the planning process.  
 If appropriate, a detailed trail construction plan will be developed. 
 

Several aspects of the site will be included in interpretive features. These  
 include the wildlife of the area, the history of the oxbow, and the water  
 diversion history of the river (using an abandoned headgate at the pond).  
 
Research  A formal plant survey will be conducted on the site. 
 
Miscellaneous  The Boy Scout clean-up project in 1995 cleared out a lot of trash (an old 
Management shed, wire, etc.), but some trash still needs to be removed.  
Issues 

There is no evidence of vagrants using this site. Unless this changes, there-  
 fore, vagrant management is not necessary. 
 
 

Salyer Natural Area  
 
Plant   The grasses on this urban natural area are in good condition, indicating that  
Community the previous horse grazing, which involved only two horses and one pony, 
Management was apparently well managed. 
 

There is a lot of spurge on the site that needs to be eradicated. 
 

In 1996, Poudre River Trust conducted a planting that included both Salyer  
 and Legacy Natural Areas. They planted 17 ponderosa pine, 19 Rocky  
 Mountain juniper, 10 plains cottonwood, 21 American plum, 20 common  
 western snowberry, 31 three-leaf sumac, 32 golden currant, and approxi-  
 mately 9,000 square feet of western wheatgrass. 
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Wildlife   Old corrall posts and fences from previous horse grazing are still present on 
Management the site. The metal fence posts will be removed, but the wooden ones will  
 remain. 
 
Water   River overflow runs through an area of the site near McMurry Ponds. Water 
Management runs through this area until late summer.  
 
Recreation  For years, the river overflow area had an informal crossing (just a narrow 
Management board someone placed across the water a long time ago) that visitors used for  
 access between the site and the McMurry Ponds area. In fall ‘97, volunteers  
 built a more substantial crossing. 
 

A network of formal and informal trails allows walking and biking between  
 Lee Martinez Park, Salyer Natural Area, Legacy Park and Natural Area, and  
 Hickory Park and Natural Area (although it is necessary to walk along the  
 roadway a short distance between Salyer Natural Area and the Hickory site). 
 
Interpretive  Interpretation will concentrate on the native plants of the site, using the wild 
Education  iris as a focus for the interpretation. 
 
Miscellaneous  The barbed wire fence along the site’s northern boundary needs to be 
Management  replaced with smooth wire or western rail.  
Issues 

A new site sign is needed because the previous one was destroyed by vandals. 
 

Citizen involvement in the site includes a 1991 project in which volunteers  
 from Poudre River Trust, citizen volunteers, and City staff spent three hours  
 collecting several bags of trash and two dump truck loads of wire fence and  
 posts. There still are some trash items and structural remnants (metal items,  
 an old couch, an old house foundation, rip-rap, etc.) that need to be removed.  
 

 Legacy Natural Area 
 
Plant    Because this urban natural area is used extensively by vagrants, police and 
Community Parks Department personnel have removed some of the understory from the  
Management area to make it less attractive to vagrants. Brush piles left from this under-  
 story removal and other clean-up projects will be either removed (if they con-  
 sist of undesirable species) or left as habitat for ground-nesting birds and  
 small mammals. 
 

In 1996, Poudre River Trust conducted a planting on Legacy and Salyer  
 Natural Areas (see Salyer Plant Community Management section). 
 

Russian olive on the site needs to be removed. 
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Wildlife   The vagrant management will reduce habitat for wildlife that depend on 
Management understory vegetation for shelter and/or for food. 
  
Recreation  Persons with disabilities have reported that the parking lot at this site is a 
Management  good place to sit in the car and enjoy watching the river. To enhance this use,  
 an accessible parking place will be identified next to the river. 
 

A paved trail on the west side of the park site connects Legacy Park to Lee  
 Martinez Park, Salyer Natural Area, and with some on-street travel, to  
 Hickory Park and Natural Area. A natural surface trail leads from the parking  
 lot, angling through the edge of the park to the natural area, and loops   through 
the forested portion of the natural area back to the park. 
 

A couple of one-person benches (possibly just logs with seating cut-outs) will 
  be placed just inside the forested area. The benches must not exceed one- 
 person capacity to avoid vagrants using them as beds. 
 
Interpretive  This is a good site at which to provide information about the tradeoffs asso- 
Education   ciated with wildlife habitat removal (on this and other river corridor sites) to  
 discourage vagrants. Such interpretation will describe the value of ground-  
 level habitat for wildlife. It also will serve as a way to advise trail users that  
 vagrants are a hazard on the site and appropriate precautions should be taken. 
 
Miscellaneous  A considerable amount of site clean-up, including removal of old cars, etc.,  
Management   has been completed. 
Issues 
 

Gustav Swanson Natural Area 
 

Context   Winner of a Take Pride in America Award, this is a highly managed natural 
 area in the heart of the city. A steering committee, made up of members of  
 the City/community cooperative that established this nature area, developed a  
 management plan for the area, with a goal toward minimum maintenance to  
 reduce evidence of human activity and minimize on-going costs. Feeling that  
 the management plan would take precedence over the steering committee, the  
 committee was disbanded shortly after staff began drafting the Poudre River  
 Natural Areas Management Plan. 
 

The steering committee’s mission for the nature area is to protect and pre-  
 serve the area to provide habitat essential to the conservation of plants, ani-  
 mals, and their associated ecosystems and to enrich the lives of citizens,  
 especially those with handicaps, by providing opportunities for science, edu-  
 cation, nature interpretation, art, fishing, wildlife observation, hiking, and  
 other activities.  
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Fig. 5 - Gustav Swanson Natural Area Map 
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Community involvement is an important part of the site’s management  
 policy. Community members and organizations have donated time, funds,  
 and materials to make the site’s restoration successful. The volunteer work of  
 steering committee members and of groups such as Eagle Scouts, Youth Con-  
 servation Corps, Operation Brightside, and Workenders (an alternative sen-  
 tencing group), made many of the site improvements possible. From 1990  
 through 1993, volunteer time totaled approximately 3,000 hours. 
 
Plant   Plant community management was a major focus of site restoration. The 
Community 1991 site maintenance manual focuses on restoring the natural conditions that 
Management existed in eastern Colorado’s riverside forests. Only native plants characteris- 
 tic of the region in presettlement times are included in restoration plantings,  
 acknowledging that projects using native plants mature more slowly than  
 those using horticultural stock. As plants find their niches, the ultimate  
 results, while not showy, eventually will offer a subtly changing variety  
 throughout the year. Planting arrangements are designed to be informal and  
 clustered to mimic nature, not set out in patterns typical of manicured  
 landscapes. 
 

Restoration also was focused on eliminating weedy and non-native species,  
 providing wildlife habitat demonstration plots, and screening portions of the  
 site’s perimeter. Much restorative planting activity has occurred, including  
 198 plants planted in August ‘91; 27 lb. of grass seed planted in April ‘93;  
 and in June 1995, planting trees at the foot of the embankment (to screen  
 trains) and grasses and shrubs on the hill near the block house that covers the  
 old water treatment site (using the $1,400 Gustav Swanson memorial fund).  
 Plants have come from nursery stock of native species, transplants from  
 natural areas, seeds from nearby natural areas, and plants raised from  
 gathered seed. In 1991, the project received a $2,285 grant from the Wildlife  
 Habitat Mitigation Fund to complete a landscaping plan and purchase plants.  
 

The maintenance manual directs the City to control weeds, remove undesir-  
 able plant species, and mow vegetation in 20-inch wide strips along path  
 edges. The City also periodically mows between the trail and the fence in the  
 Dorothy Udall Grove in an effort to control smooth brome and mows other  
 portions of the site as needed to control weeds and other exotics. 
 

Some plant trimming (e.g., around the regulatory sign in the parking lot to  
 keep the sign visible) is required to facilitate visitor use. 
 

This is one of the sites on which burning of grasses is being considered as a  
 possible strategy to improve the grasses’ health and control weeds. 
 

Some herbicides are used on the site. This is contrary to initial policy, but  
 non-chemical weed control was unsuccessful. For example, insects (two  
 species of Aphthona, which successfully controlled spurge in other Great  
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 Plains states) were released for three consecutive years to try to control leafy  
 spurge. The insects survived (at least for two years) but did not reduce the  
 spurge stand. As a result of the lack of success with nonchemical measures,  
 herbicides are now used. These include 2-4D (for leafy spurge), Barrel and  
 Rodeo (for thistle), and Krenite (for unspecified weeds). Some hand-pulling  
 still occurs, and spurge was mowed in the fall of 1995 to prevent its going to  
 seed. This aggressive approach to non-native invasive species is needed  
 because native grasses that have been the dominant ground cover in the past  
 are losing out to leafy spurge and other aggressive weeds.  
 

The site is monitored for purple loosestrife annually. The plant was found on- 
 site and removed in 1995 and 1997.  
 

There are on-going efforts to remove the many crack willows on the site. 
 

The bank by the storage units will be stabilized and replanted. Timing will  
 depend on the storage company’s completion of improvements at the edge of  
 the site. 
 

In fall ‘97, weeds were removed on the 0.39-acre portion abutting College  
 Avenue and native grasses and wildflowers were planted. 
 
Wildlife   Some of the Arbor Plaza Mitigation Fund was used to develop/enhance wild- 
Management life habitat and to provide education and interpretation. 
  

Beaver have been a problem. The 1991 maintenance manual states that the  
 removal of nuisance animals, specifically beaver, will be implemented as  
 approved by the steering committee. In response to a 1992 complaint from  
 Link-n-Greens golf course that beaver in the Coy Ponds impeded their irri- 
 gation flow, a “grizzly” trash rack was built to prevent clogging of culverts  
 under the service road. To reduce on-site beaver damage, trees are wrapped  
 with chicken wire. 
 
Water   With flood levels such as those experienced in 1995, water inundates the 
Management unpaved trail along the river. During larger floods, the river flows even  
 farther into the site. This is recognized as a normal function, and there are no  
 plans to move trails. 
 

To water new plants, a “temporary” water tap was installed in 1993. There  
 are no plans to remove this tap. 
 
Recreation  Recreation includes walking, running, birdwatching, and fishing. The site 
Management also was intended as a picnic site for employees in the downtown area, but  
 mosquitos and flies are extremely bad on the site, greatly reducing the enjoy-  
 ment of relaxing or picnicking.  
 



 
  64

Access is from Linden Street. This access was provided after the City  
 obtained a right-of-way to underground a portion of the Coy Ditch and cross  
 it with a bridge and parking lot. The cost of the parking lot (and the bike trail)  
 was $9,622. Initial plans called for access from the old power plant by build-  
 ing a pedestrian bridge across the river. The power plant is no longer in  
 public operation, so plans for this pedestrian bridge have been abandoned.  
 However, if the bridge is ever built, it should to be designed as a “break-  
 away” feature to avoid adversely affecting flows during a major flood.  
 Another possible access feature is to take the Coy trail to College Avenue and  
 tie it to the Poudre Trail. That possibility will be investigated and, if the trail  
 is determined appropriate, a detailed trail construction plan will be devel-  
 oped. 
 

The trail system through the site includes an asphalt loop trail providing  
 access for persons needing accessible trails and an unpaved trail adjacent to  
 the river. A $15,000 Community Development Block Grant was awarded 
 for the asphalt trail system because it made the area accessible to persons  
 with disabilities. A 1986 site plan indicated that the more remote sections  
 of the trail would remain at “useable” or “difficult” access levels to dis-  
 courage bicycle use. 
 

Site visitors are not required to remain on trails. In 1995, the steering com- 
 mittee decided against an “on-trail only” policy (even though it would reduce  
 littering and loitering problems), feeling that such a policy would prevent  
 kids from being able to explore and would kill people’s feelings of relaxation.  

 
A small wooden bridge has been built on the non-paved trail at the point  

 where annual water line flushing repeatedly washed the trail out. In 1996, the  
 Water Department started putting a hose on the line when flushing, sending  
 water into the river, not onto the trail. 
 

Until 1995, a prized feature of the site was an accessible fishing pier. The  
 pier, designed to break away in a flood, was washed out in 1995. If recon- 
 structed with its original design, it will continue to wash out during high  
 flows. Therefore, if rebuilt, the break-away structure will be reconstructed in  
 a more stable fashion and elevated higher above the water to protect it from  
 high flows. However, because there are several accessible fishing piers  
 around town, this site will be reevaluated for its importance as an accessible  
 fishing site. If the pier is not replaced, a bench will be placed at the site. 
 

A portable toilet, maintained on the site at a cost of $75/month (weekly ser- 
 vicing), is heavily used by site visitors, clients of the nearby homeless facility,  
 and trail users. 

Many celebrations and ceremonies have been held on the site to recognize  
 volunteers and to celebrate the lives of those who have influenced the site’s  
 development (e.g., the Lilley Memorial Garden dedication October 1991; the  
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 Gustav Swanson memorial September 1995; the dedication of the Dorothy  
 Udall memorial grove of trees). Various strategies are employed for these  
 events. These include (in addition to general mowing, pruning, and litter  
 removal) bringing in a gas generator to power a public address system, bring-  
 ing picnic tables from other parks to provide ample seating, having entertain-  
 ment groups perform on the site, mowing certain areas to provide access for  
 picnicking, and barricading the trail to keep trail users away from the  
 celebrations. 
 

Some off-site activities interfere with enjoyable recreation. For example, loud 
  music from groups that practice at the Linden Tech Storage Center has been  
 an on-going problem. If it is determined that this is in violation of the City’s  
 noise ordinance, enforcement of the ordinance will be pursued if appropriate. 
 

An even bigger problem is transients building shacks and fires on the site.  
 This is not only unpleasant for visitors, but also dangerous. It is unsafe for  
 individuals to visit the site alone. Site visitors witnessed a rape in early 1996.  
 Transients who frequent the site are generally those who are turned away  
 from nearby homeless facilities because they violate the no-alcohol and  
 no-drugs policies of those facilities. According to the police, many of these  
 transients have police records and should be considered dangerous. In acces-  
 sing the site from the railroad tracks, transients have worn an informal trail  
 between the tracks and the paved trail. 
 

Many strategies have been used, and others are planned, to deal with the tran- 
 sient problem. Benches are designed with an arm rest in the middle to avoid  
 transients sleeping on them. In 1996, police started doing more frequent  
 sweeps to clear out transient encampments. Earlier, a large crack willow (a  
 non-native species) was removed because it camouflaged camping and drink- 
 ing activities. Police have asked that underbrush be removed, particularly  
 along the river, so police and other observers on the Poudre Trail across the  
 river can more easily see transient camps. Even though this removes some  
 wildlife habitat, this underbrush removal is occurring. At one point in time,  a  
 nearby resident who used the site daily, joined the steering committee and  
 offered to help patrol the site to reduce transient and other illegal activities.  
 The steering committee discussed providing cellular phones for residents to  
 use to call the police if they see illegal activities. The police supported this  
 idea. There were many issues to be worked out, however, before such a  
 decision could be made. A 911 call box was installed near the site entrance in  
 late 1996 to improve access to emergency services. Rangers frequently  
 monitor the site and, along with police, help to keep vagrants from camping  
 on the site. Police also have asked for a wider bridge across the Coy ditch to  
 allow them to patrol in police vehicles. The wider bridge also is needed for  
 maintenance vehicle access. To accomplish this, the current bridge location  
 may need to be realigned because of the sharp turn. 
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Vandalism, including graffiti, firewood cutting, and theft of chainlink fenc-  
 ing, also has been reported. 
 

The isolated 0.39-acre portion adjacent to College Avenue is too small and  
 inappropriately located for human access. In the future, land and/or ease-  
 ments may be acquired connecting this portion to the rest of the site, making  
 human access appropriate. 
 
Interpretive  The steering committee indicated that interpretation should include plant Education 
 communities, their adaptability to various environments, plant succession,  
 competition from introduced species, and uses in landscaping. 
 

Interpretive features of the site include a sign system, a brochure, and habitat  
 demonstration areas. The signs were completed in 1992 at a cost of $949  
 (three copies of each of the five signs). The extra copies were to replace signs  
 that can no longer be repaired (e.g., graffiti cannot be removed without  
 destroying the sign). Some of the signs have had to be replaced often enough  
 that extra copies are no longer available. Graffiti, tagging, and complete  
 removal of the interpretive signs continues to be a significant problem on the  
 site.  
 

There was initially some concern that it might be necessary to get sign per-  
 mits for the interpretive signs. However, the City’s sign code does not impact  
 interpretive signage (such signs are classified as “official signs”). 
 

There is interest in augmenting the present sign system with interpretive  
 features for the visually impaired. 
 

An interpretive sign that was placed at the site entrance while the no-  
 herbicide policy was in place indicates that no herbicides are used. The out- 
 dated information could be a problem for people with pesticide sensitivities  
 who visit the site thinking they will not be exposed to pesticides. Therefore,  
 the sign will be updated. 
 

The shortgrass prairie sign is now inaccurate (because some of the species are 
  no longer present as indicated on the sign) and will be replaced. 
 

The interpretive sign that was on the fishing pier when it washed out will be  
installed on another appropriate portion of the site. 

 
During the summer of 1993, a twilight talk series was held on the site. Topics  
included riparian birds, changing fish fauna of the river, tree insects, and the  

 raptors. A barbecue grill and picnic tables were made available for those in  
 attendance. The fact that mosquitos were a real problem for this type of  
 activity is evident by the fact that attendees were advised to bring mosquito  
 repellant.  
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Miscellaneous  Routine site maintenance includes litter control, emptying trash containers, 
Management trail and parking lot sweeping, asphalt and base repair, mowing along the 
Issues  trail’s edge, weed control, and maintenance of signs, fences, benches, the  
 bridge, and other public structures. 
 

In 1989, remnants of an old wastewater plant (including a concrete manhole,  
 two eight-foot high concrete buildings, a 20-foot x 13-foot concrete structure,  
 a 30-foot tank, and a 34-foot tank and concrete base) were removed. A shed,  
 which was present when the site was acquired, and which provided secure  
 equipment storage during intense restoration activities, was removed   
 because it no longer was of any use, and it required frequent clean-up as a  
 result of graffiti (to reduce its attractiveness as a graffiti target, it was painted  
 with a creative pattern in fall ‘97). 

 

Udall Natural Area  
Context  In the future, this site, which is jointly owned by Fort Collins Utilities and  
 City of Fort Collins Natural Resources Department and which will become  
 subject to an MOU to be developed between the two departments, will  
 undergo major changes as the Stormwater and Natural Resources depart-  
 ments implement storm drainage improvements and restore the site.   
 According to the Poudre River Land Use Framework, the goal for this   
 “Historic and Cultural Core” sub-area of Fort Collins is to balance restoration  
 of the natural riparian environment with the redevelopment of Old Town Fort  
 Collins. 
 

In 1995, a consultant was hired to develop a site restoration and management  
 plan (“Udall Natural Area - Master Plan”). The following is a condensed  
 summary of that management plan, which focuses on creating a natural  
 resources based amenity that also contributes to improving the health of the  
 river. 
 

The master plan is expected to be implemented in three phases. Phase 1  
 includes constructing the wetlands and the water quality treatment facility,  
 constructing the storm sewer outfall, site-wide revegetation, and the first  
 interpretive piece, i.e., the bas relief or custom manhole at the stormsewer  
 outfall. Phase 1 also includes excavation to create the ponds (see “Water  

Management”). 
Phase 2 includes items related to public access to the site. Phase 3 includes  

 the interpretive program and some landscaping items. 
 
Plant   This restorative natural area will have four landscape types: (1) riparian, sup- 
Community porting cottonwood, willow shrubs, and grasses; (2) wet meadow, supporting 
Management grasses, sedges, and self-seeding annuals critical to bird habitat; (3) marsh,  
 supporting emergent species; and (4) an open water zone. 
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An historic burr oak, the second largest in Colorado and probably planted by  

 early settlers around 1860, is at the Lincoln Street edge of the site. The area 
 around the tree has been used as a parking lot and truck turn-around for many   
 years. This activity heavily compacted the soil and appears to have led to the  
 tree’s declining health. In 1995, the City’s Forestry Department had the soil  
 around the tree amended, using compression and water to fracture the soil,  
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Fig. 6 - Udall map 
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then injecting a mixture of organic matter and root stimulator (mostly phos- 
 phorous). This treatment stabilized the tree. 
 
Wildlife   The goal is to expand and enhance the site’s wildlife habitat. The habitat will 
Management  be integrated into the stormwater treatment component of the Mountain  
 Avenue storm sewer project through the use of two of the natural features of  
 the site: gravel and groundwater.  
 

Trees will be wrapped (wire or screen) to protect them from beaver damage. 
 
Water   Typically, stormwater is collected and concentrated in underground pipes and 
Management conveyed directly to the nearest drainage. This site presents an opportunity  
 for innovative stormwater run-off treatment. Removal of the majority of  
 pollutants carried through a typical system requires slowing the rate of flow  
 and detaining the water so the sediment falls out and the water then perco-  
 lates into the ground. Constructing a facility to accommodate that process  
 requires a large area. Most of the undeveloped upper terrace of this natural  
 area will be used to combine the settling and filtration treatment measures  
 proposed in the Stormwater Utility’s plans for dealing with stormwater in this  
 downtown area. This site’s stormwater treatment system is comprised of a  
 concrete-lined stilling pond where solid pollutants will drop out, a suspended  
 screen or grate to filter floatable pollutants, a trapezoidal channel to distribute  
 flows to the constructed wetlands, and the constructed wetlands where treat- 
 ment will be augmented by both biological uptake and filtration. 
 

The site master plan recommends gravel mining to create three shallow  
 detention basins. By design, the basins will be flooded seasonally by ground-  
 water flows and also will detain approximately 13-acre feet of spring storm-  
 water flows. This is to be done at no cost to the City, i.e., the contractor will  
 mine to City specifications in return for the right to process and sell the  
 material. 
 
Recreation  Recreational access to the site will be designed in a controlled manner so the 
Management natural area can successfully provide wildlife habitat. There will be a small  
 parking lot off of Lincoln Avenue. The first phase implementation includes a  
 cul-de-sac trail at the far south end of the distribution channel. However, the  
 design allows for future through trail connections south to the old pickle plant  
 and north beneath the Lincoln Avenue bridge. The trail is designed to be  
 10 feet wide to double as maintenance access. It is designed to be con-  
 structed of either concrete or crusher fines combined with a soil stabilizer.  
 A concrete ramp connection is planned from the trail at the headwall down 
 to the storm sewer outfall. Trail placement and design will be reviewed with  
 the Natural Resources Advisory Board and the Parks and Recreation Board  
 to obtain their input during the planning process. 
Interpretive  This combined stormwater treatment/wildlife habitat feature in the downtown 
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Education  area is a unique opportunity for interpretation. The trail will cross each 
head-  wall as it passes along the constructed wetlands. At each crossing, 
there will   be a sculptural interpretive piece that relates to a particular aspect of 
the   natural area. The first (nearest the parking lot) is expected to interpret 
mitiga-  tion of the city’s impacts on the river. The next interpretive feature 
might   address gravel as a valuable natural resource. The third could show 
the sea-   sonal fluctuation in the groundwater table. The final piece may be an 
inter-  pretive blind for wildlife watching. 
 
Research  A considerable amount of research has gone into the preparation of the man-  
 agement plan. 
 

Williams Natural Area 
 
Plant   The City is enjoined from planting large trees that would block public view  
Community of the billboards on the site, i.e., the large billboard on privately owned land  
Management adjacent to the river and the smaller sign on the easement along Lemay. 
 

Low shrubs will be planted along the trail leading to the new bridge (see  
 “Recreation Management”) to help in identifying the trail location for snow  

removal and to visually buffer the trail. 
 
Wildlife   The primary wildlife value of this urban natural area is in the forested area 
Management  along the river. Except for the bridge construction (see “Recreation Manage- 

ment”), the goal will be to avoid disturbing this riparian area. 
 
Recreation  There is currently no good parking facility for people wishing to visit this site 
Management or the Springer Natural Area across the river or to access the Poudre River  
 trail system at the Lemay/Mulberry intersection. The plan is to use the  
 parking lot at the WalMart store on the northeast corner of the intersection.  
 This is not ideal, however, because parking at that location requires pedes-  
 trians and bicyclists to cross heavy traffic to reach the trail. 
 

Emergency call box #22 was located along the trail on this site. It was 
removed in 1999 because call boxes are more appropriate for isolated sites, 
and access to telephones, should an emergency occur, will be readily 
available when the WalMart complex opens. 

 
Interpretive  This site will be evaluated for interpretive needs/opportunities.  
Education   
 
Miscellaneous  Any work on the site, including plantings, trail building, or other construction 
Management work, must take into consideration a telephone cable that runs parallel 
to the Issues  trail on the north side of the river. 
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Fig. 7 - Williams & Springer map 



 
  

Springer Natural Area 
 
Context  This site is jointly owned by Fort Collins Utilities and City of Fort Collins 

Natural Resources Department and will become subject to an MOU to be 
developed between the two departments. 

 
Plant   In the wetland, the vegetation community, dominated by willows and reed 
Community canarygrass, is particularly important for providing river bank stability. The 
Management  upland bank/bar area includes a mature tree canopy valuable for wildlife  
 cover, a sapling/shrub stratum with essential habitat elements for a variety of  
 avian and mammalian species, and an herbaceous stratum with important  
 elements for wildlife cover. These vegetation communities are expected to  
 remain undisturbed.  
 

Invading grasses and forbs have established on fill material. These will be  
 converted to more valuable habitat. 
 

The American black currant (listed as critically imperiled in Colorado) will  
 not only be protected on the site, but it also can serve as a plant material  
 source for enhancement plantings in other disturbed vegetation communities.  
 In a severe snow storm in fall 1995, a large number of branches fell onto the  
 American black currant, threatening to cut off  the plant’s light source. The  
 branches were moved to an adjacent part of the site to protect the currant.  
 During the 500+-year flood of 1997, a tremendous amount of silt was washed  
 into the area where the current grows. (Clarification: the flood was at the  
 500+-year level on Spring Creek, but the impact along the Poudre River was  
 not at the 500+-year level.) Some of the plants were buried completely;  
 others had branches above the layer of silt. Cuttings of five plants were  
 rooted, and planted off-site. These plants were transplanted back to the site  
 in spring 1998 and the population appears to be doing well. 
 

Platte River Power Authority does tree topping in this area as part of their  
 overhead line maintenance. This activity can be expected to continue. 
 
Wildlife   The Springer site gets high use by migratory songbirds, waterfowl, water- 
Management birds, and butterflies. Migratory species are more sensitive to disturbance  
 than resident species. Therefore, disturbance to this site will be minimized. 
 

There is some beaver activity on the site. Larger trees are wrapped to provide  
 some protection. Beaver are allowed to fell the smaller trees. 
 

Because the cattail marsh has high habitat value for a variety of avian and  
 mammalian species, and may be valuable as brood-rearing habitat for water- 
 fowl species, disturbance to this plant community will be avoided. 
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Water   A three-stage constructed wetland is planned for the meadow portion of the 
Management  site. 
 

This site contains a major storm sewer outfall from the Old Town Basin   
 Area. Additional outfall facilities, adjacent to the existing outfall, are pro-  
 posed in the Old Town Master Drainage Plan, bringing the total stormwater  
 capacity for the site to 410 cubic feet per second (cfs). The 100-year dis-  
 charge is 600 cfs. Based on the existing condition of the area below the exist-  
 ing outfall, it appears that a system of wetland stormwater treatment is some-  
 what in place. This system will be enhanced. 
 
Recreation  The site is designated as a sensitive natural area. Visitors must therefore 
Management remain on the trail to avoid negatively impacting sensitive features. There has 
  been a single-file, natural surface trail that was informally created by site  
 users. Staff initially recommended that the trail be expanded to the storm-  
 water portion, and graveled. To avoid the safety problems associated with the  
 trail dead ending at a major street (as it does now at Mulberry, causing people  
 to dart across traffic to avoid retracing their steps to get back to their cars), it  
 was recommended that the trail should loop around an interesting feature  
 (e.g., a wetland or grove of trees) and return to the original trail. Staff has,  
 since the first draft of this management plan, reconsidered this trail. To pro-  
 tect the rare plant and the sensitivity of this site, staff has determined that no 
 human access (and therefore no trail) will be allowed on the portion of the  
 site west of Lemay. 
 

There have been serious vagrant problems on this site. Vagrants have fre- 
 quently developed sophisticated encampments ranging from clearings to large  
 tent facilities. Weapons have been found in many of these encampments. As a  
 result of increased monitoring, the problem has diminished. However, the    
 public is still advised not to visit the site alone. The police and the rangers   
 continue to monitor this and other vagrant sites along the river frequently. 
 
Interpretive  With no human access to the site west of Lemay, no interpretive features Education 
  will be installed on the western portion of site. 
 

To give visitors an opportunity to see, and learn about, the American black 
currant, cuttings of the plant, and of the more common currant, were 
transplanted to a location along the paved trail at the easternmost edge of this 
site and an interpretive sign about the two species of currant was placed at 
that location. 

 
Research   The site should be used to conduct research into the concept of stormwater  
 treatment utilizing wetland areas. 
 

In 1993, CSU student members of the Society of Conservation Biologists  
 adopted the Springer Natural Area to do wildlife and plant surveys. But feel- 
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 ing their safety threatened by the heavy vagrant use of the site, they aban- 
 doned the research. Vagrants continue to set up camp on this site. But   Police 
Services and the Natural Areas and Trails Rangers, conduct frequent   patrol of the site. When 
vagrant camps are discovered, they are removed. 
 
Miscellaneous  As a result of concrete waste disposal as far back as the late 1960s, a portion 
Management of a wetland was filled. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers notified the pre- 
Issues  vious owners that at least a portion of the wetland must be restored to its  
 natural condition by removal of the fill material and concrete waste. The City  
 assumed this restoration responsibility as a condition of accepting the land  
 donation. Clean-up, funded by the Stormwater Utility, was completed in  
 1991. 
 

Any plantings, trail building, or other construction work must take into con-  
 sideration two utility lines: a gas line that runs along Mulberry and a fiber-  
 optics line running about 50 feet inside the site parallel to Mulberry. These  
 lines are all marked on the site. 
 

Bignall Natural Area 
 
Context  Fort Collins Police Services has an informal agreement to use this restorative  
 natural area as a dog training facility. No management actions can be taken  
 while the police occupy the site. However, it is recommended that the police  
 move their dog training facility across the trail to the Nix Natural Area (see   
 Nix Natural Area for details). After the police vacate the property, the fol- 
 lowing management actions are recommended. 
 
Plant   Russian olive need to be removed from the site and the grassland reseeded 
Community with native species. 
Management 
 
Wildlife   Standard beaver management (i.e., wrapping larger trees for protection, but 
Management  allowing beaver access to smaller trees) occurs at the site. 
 

Screech owl boxes on the site will be repaired and maintained. 
 

Swallows nest in the banks of the site. Any riverbank activities should take  
 this into consideration. 
 
Water   There is a lot of bank erosion that may require mitigation. 
Management 
 
Recreation  A drinking fountain has been installed along the trail at this natural area. A 
Management restroom also will be installed, and a picnic table will be placed on the 
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site. 
 

The possibility of improving and modifying the existing deck at the side of  
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Fig. 8 - Bignall & Nix map 
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the house into a wildlife observation facility will be explored. 
 

For human safety, it may be necessary to install solid wood or chain link  
 fencing along the bank edge of the site. 
 
Interpretive  Interpretive themes for the site will include riverbank cutting, the swallows 
Education   nesting in the banks, and the screech owls on the site. 
 
Miscellaneous  A 1988 professional inspection of the house found it to be of sound 
construc- Management tion and in good condition for its age, but recommended 
monitoring some  
Issues  conditions (e.g., grading, water supply leak, water heater 
problems,ventila-  

tion, low roof slope, a needed wood stove chimney pipe extension, and 
septic   system concerns). A 1991 staff inspection found roofing problems, a 
propane   gas line not up to City Code, a leaking water line, plumbing fixtures 
needing  

repair, a mouse problem, questionable wiring, inadequate insulation, 
need for   a new water heater, and the need to make the house handicapped 
accessible.   Because of these problems, and because the City now owns buildings on the  
 adjacent Nix Natural Area, which are in better condition, pending approval  
 of the Historic Preservation Department, the house on the site will be razed  
 (with the possible exception of keeping the deck, as discussed in “Recreation  
 Management”). The garage and shed also will be razed. 
 

Nix Natural Area 

 
Context  The Natural Resources Department’s Natural Areas Program is in 

severe need of a maintenance facility. Because of location and existing 
buildings, Nix Natural Area has been the focus of a site on which to put 
the maintenance facility. A contractor has developed detailed plans for 
the site. The following summarizes those plans. 

 
Plant   The present horse pasture will be restored to a native meadow. A major 
Community  portion of the field between the railroad tracks and the houses will be put 
Management  into native sod production and a starter area for native shrubs (to be trans-  
 planted to other natural areas). A small greenhouse will be installed to serve  
 as a native plant nursery. The barn will be used for tool and seed storage.  
 At one time, the City’s Horticulture Department was considering a portion of  
 this site to be used as community gardens. The community gardens would  
 have needed 10-15 acres, probably between the houses and the railroad  
 tracks. Topically, the community gardens would have fit well with the sod  
 production and native shrub starter areas and with the demonstration   
 Backyard Wildlife Habitat. In late‘98, however, another site was chosen for  
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 the community gardens. 
Water   Ditch deliveries will be maintained to irrigate the pasture while the site is  
Management used for grazing. 
 

It will probably be wise to keep the water delivery system to irrigate the sod  
 and shrub production areas. But the system is old; it may need to be upgraded  
 and may be a high maintenance cost item.  
 
Recreation  Existing roadways on the site will be used as trails, providing two connecting 
Management  points to the paved Poudre River trail.  
 
Interpretive  Interpretive features will educate visitors about the process of restoring the  
Education   site from an agricultural area to a natural area and will provide information   
 about the native plant nursery. 
 

A demonstration backyard wildlife habitat will be created near the houses,  
 educating visitors about the various elements of such habitats and how they 
 might use these features in their own yards.   
 
Miscellaneous  The site includes an historic farm with two houses and a barn, all of which 
Management  have historic significance. With significant remodeling to bring the build- 
Issues   ing up to City standards, the large house will be used as offices for natural  
 area maintenance and ranger personnel and as Master Naturalist head-  
 quarters. The buildings also were evaluated as a possible conference center  
 and/or indoor natural area education facility. It is not likely the buildings will  
 be appropriate for such use. 
 

An additional building will be erected south of the big house for maintenance 
operations (storage of vehicles, shop, etc.). 

 
Police Services considered moving their dog training facility from the Bignall 

  Natural Area to the small house at Nix. They determined that the costs to use 
 the property were too great and that some of their uses would likely be 
 deemed incompatible with the natural area. 
 

Barbed wire fencing on the site will be removed. Non-barbed wire fencing  
 will be maintained along the paved trail to avoid human access to inappro- 
 priate portions of the site. 
  

Kingfisher Point Natural Area 
 
Context  This restorative natural area is completely covered by lime as a result of  
 sugar beet waste being dumped on the site since the 1930s. The waste is not a  
 hazardous material, but will require reclamation to make the site hospitable  
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 to native plants. Because of the unique issues on this site, a consultant has  
 been employed to research the issues and possibilities of restoring the site.  
 The consultant has determined what the area looked like before it became a  
 sugar beet dump. Recreating this “before” look may become the reclamation  
 goal, or at least it may be desirable to determine how much of this “before”  
 look can be reasonably achieved. The consultant will establish a feasible  
 phasing timeline for the plan. Following are additional aspects the consultant  
 was asked to consider. 
 
Plant   Only plants native to the Poudre River riparian zone should be considered for 
Community restoration of the site.  It should be determined if any native trees can be 
Management grown on the site or if the lime will destroy their roots. It should be 
deter-   mined whether trees can be successfully grown by digging out the lime 
just   where trees are planted. It also should be determined whether shallow-
rooted   native grasses could grow successfully in top soil put on top of the 
lime.   Kochia obviously grows well in the lime. It should be determined, if top 
soil   is spread over the lime and native grasses are planted, what will be required,  
 on an on-going basis, to keep kochia from reestablishing. 
 

The consultant is researching what other people have done with lime deposits  
 and whether there are commercial uses of the lime (i.e., whether someone  

would remove the material in exchange for the product). Research to date in-  
 dicates that conditions on this site are unique and will require unique mitiga- 
 tion. 
 

Appropriate professional resources (e.g., soils experts at CSU) should be con- 
 tacted for advise on the soil issues of this site. It has been suggested that with  
 some top soil, and maybe a little compost, either placed on the lime or mixed  
 into it, native plants will grow. It needs to be determined whether, in the long 
 term, that is realistic, or if it is likely that when plant roots hit the lime  
 deposits, or when the chemical builds to a high enough level within the  
 plants, they will die, resulting in a healthy-looking site for a few years and  
 then a sudden (or even gradual) failure. 
 

Some have suggested that the only way to reclaim this area is to remove the 
 lime. It should be determined, if that is possible, what it would cost, and since 
 the material becomes airborne with minimal disturbance, how it can be  
 removed without creating a severe air quality problem. 
 

Characteristics of the lime deposits are being researched, e.g., whether it is at  
 an even depth throughout or whether there are pockets of good soil near the  
 surface in some places. If there are pockets of good soil near the surface,  
 those may be the likely areas for deeply rooted plantings. 
 

Development of pockets of riparian forests should be considered. However, it  
 should not be a continuous forested area, because there is a desire to maintain  
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 the views of the mountains from this site. 
 
Wildlife   Fencing on the site should allow deer movement through the site. Near 
Management  Timberline, the fencing should guide the deer to underpasses and 
passable   culverts to avoid increased roadkill. 
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Fig. 9 - Kingfisher Point map 
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Water   The levee placed on the site during Timberline Road construction will require 
Management  continual maintenance. 
 

One consideration of the draft “Strategy for Gravel Lands Along the Poudre  
 River” is to mine gravel resources from the site and, if deemed appropriate,  
 use the lime material as backfill. Further research will be done to determine  
 whether this is feasible. 
  
Recreation  Trail placement and design will be determined jointly by staff from the 
Management  Natural Resources Department and Parks Planning and Development. New  
 trail segments will be reviewed with the Natural Resources Advisory Board  
 and the Parks and Recreation Board to obtain their input during the planning  
 process..  
 

It may be appropriate to have a pedestrian-only path looping from the paved  
 trail. It would provide recreation for families and others who want slower-  
 paced activity. It also would provide recreation for those who want a short  
 distance experience. This probably would be a natural surface trail. It might  
 be appropriate for it to connect to the Poudre River Trail at the point where  
 mountain range interpretation occurs, so visitors stopping to view the  
 mountain range do not obstruct travel on the paved trail.  
 

The paved trail should be pulled back from the river to reduce impact to the  
 resource and to reduce erosion problems. It also should go through the site in  
 such a way as to provide unobstructed views of the mountains. The final trail  
 realignment will be determined through the restoration and site design pro-  
 cess.  
 

The parking lot at the Timberline access to Riverbend Ponds may become a  
 prime access point for Kingfisher Point Natural Area. If so, trail/access  
 improvements needed to provide good pedestrian/bicycle flow between the  
 parking lot and Kingfisher Point Natural Area may need to be identified. The  
 parking lot was enlarged and improved in 1999. 
 

All-terrain vehicles have historically driven into the river from private 
property on the north side of the river. The City has now acquired property on 
the north side of the river that will make it possible to reduce this undesirable 
activity. 

 
Interpretive  Site interpretation should include the history of the site from the pre-sugar 
Education  beet era, to the lime dumping, on through the reclamation process.  
 

Mountain range interpretation should occur at an appropriate point along the  
 trail, (i.e., a sign [such as one in Rocky Mountain National Park] identifying  
 the various peaks being viewed.) 
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Research   A great deal of research will be needed to make the determinations noted in  
 the Plant Community Management segment above. Research and monitoring  
 should continue to determine the success of the chosen restoration processes. 
 
Miscellaneous  Relative to hydrology and entire site impacts, the consultant should address 
Management the location and design of the levee the Timberline project placed on Issues 
 Kingfisher Point Natural Area. It should be determined whether scouring is  
 likely to occur, how this may change surface moisture characteristics of por- 
 tions of the site (and which portions will be changed), and whether new  
 blowout points will be created. 
 

Adjacent construction project managers have expressed a desire to dump lime 
  from their construction areas onto the site. It is desirable to avoid such dump-  
 ing unless the site is mined for gravel and it is determined that the lime  
 material is appropriate for backfill, or the lime is otherwise determined to be  
 beneficial to the site. However, lime removed from the Timberline Road  
 extension construction site was deposited on the site. 
 

The Timberline Road extension project was required to have an Art in  
 Public Places project. The art, which uses concentric circles both on a   wall 
and in landform design, extends from the west side of Timberline   Road onto the natural area 
near the point where Timberline crosses the river. 
 

For historical purposes, it should be noted that in 1985, the Cultural   
 Resources Board evaluated the Linden Company Water Flume for historical  
 importance. They determined that there was no benefit in pursuing local  
 landmark designation for the flume. The flume had been used to carry lime  
 waste from the sugar beet factory to the site of the current natural area. At  
 that time, the lime was thought to be a soil enhancement. 
  

Cattail Chorus Natural Area 

 
Plant   As stated in the site description section of this management plan, fourteen 
Community  species of trees (86% native) have been reported on the site. Natives Management
 include low rabbitbrush, cottonwoods, and American plum. The two natives  
 among the six species of grasses reported on the site are hardstem bulrush  
 and American bulrush. Twenty-three species of wildflowers, vines, and other  
 forbs (39% native) have been reported on the site. The natives include devils  
 beggarticks, hornwort, and common arrowhead, each of which has been  
 reported on only one other Poudre River natural area. Introduced wildflowers,  
 vines, and other forbs include ragweed, garden asparagus, and creeping  
 bellflower.  
 

Russian olive needs to be removed from the site. 
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Wildlife   All management, including recreational access, of this sensitive natural area 
Management will place the site’s sensitive wildlife habitat features at the highest 
priority. 
 

Fencing, particularly near the Spring Creek confluence, will be high 
enough  

off the ground to allow movement of the snapping turtles on the site.  
 
Water   The culvert at the Spring Creek confluence may need to be improved to ade-  
Management  quately handle backflow. A detailed construction plan will be developed to  
 ensure appropriate design. 
 

One consideration of the draft “Strategy for Gravel Lands Along the Poudre  
 River” is to drain the Timberline Pit (a gravel pit adjacent to Kingfisher Point  
 Natural Area currently being reclaimed) through Cattail Chorus.  
 
Recreation  This is a sensitive natural area, and all visitors must remain on the trail. A 
Management natural surface, pedestrian only, trail extends off the Poudre River Trail 
to a 

small mesa east of the westernmost pond. Bike racks have been 
placed at   the trailhead. The purpose of the trail is to allow visitors to view the 
heron    and many other resident and migrant bird species that use the site. 
Signage  will remind visitors to keep voices low to reduce wildlife disturbance.  
 Benches have been placed on the site for those wishing to spend time  
 watching the site’s wildlife. 
 

The maintenance road leading into the site will be gated to avoid it 
being   used as a trail. Its use as a trail would cause serious wildlife 
disturbance.  Fencing has been removed from some areas of the Poudre River Trail 
along   the perimeter of this site. Fencing should be replaced to make it clear 
that the   site is only to be accessed at the trailhead. Barbed wire fencing behind 
the   southwest pond will be removed. Barbed wire will be removed from 
fencing   along the paved trail (the non-barbed wire portion will remain). 
 

A natural surface trail (which was used as a detour during paved trail 
con-   struction) exists along a segment of the Poudre River Trail in this area, 
but is   unsigned, leaving visitors unsure of whether they should use it. The 
trail will   be signed so visitors are aware that it is appropriate to use it. 
 

During the ‘97 flood, there were some small wash outs on the paved 
trail near   Spring Creek’s confluence with the Poudre on this site. The wash outs 
were   filled with pit run material. 
 

As development goes in west of the site, it may be desirable to require an  
 easement for parking and pedestrian access. Any access from this area will be  
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 designed to lead visitors to the existing Spring Creek Trail and not onto the  
 sensitive portion of the natural area. 
 
Interpretive  Interpretive features at the end of the natural surface trail provide information 
Education   about the wildlife that use this area, particularly the winter roosting 
herons   that can usually be seen at the pond west of the trail. Visitors also are  
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Fig. 10 - Cattail Chorus, Riverbend map 
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informed of the importance of viewing the wildlife in ways that minimize 
 disturbance.            
 

An interpretive feature along the paved trail on the south side of the site will  
 identify Spring Creek’s confluence with this area. 
 
Research  A formal plant survey is needed on this site. 
 
Miscellaneous Any earth work must ensure that it does not impact existing utility easements 
Management owned by Fort Collins Utilities. 
Issues 
 

Riverbend Ponds Natural Area 
 
Context  The Countryside Park housing development, which is adjacent to this sensi-  
 tive natural area, provided assistance for early management of the site. In 
 1978, the County required the developer to provide open space and a recrea-  
 tional area in the subdivision. The developer met this requirement by agree-  
 ing to contribute up to $10,000 toward improvements at Riverbend Ponds.  
 The City recommended the following improvements: 
 

Priority 1: Install three drainage pans to the Flatiron and Riverbend Ponds at  
 the end of the paved roads within the Countryside development. The   
 developer did this, then gave the City the rest of the $10,000 to do the other  
 improvements. 
 

Priority 2: Fill the washout at the northwest pond where the drainage has  
 eroded the bank. 
 

Priority 3: Fill in with rip-rap and fill dirt the washed out dike between the  
 two large ponds. 
 

Priority 4: Develop and identify the parking area on the northwest entrance to 
 the Riverbend Ponds. 
 

Priority 5: Grade bank slopes where needed; plant additional trees and  
 shrubs; prepare ground and plant native grasses; install berms and landscap-  
 ing between the Countryside Development and the City property. 
 
Plant   Many plantings have occurred on the site. In 1978, the City planted 100 
Community Russian olive (note: this was before the City developed the policy of not 
Management planting Russian olive), 50 sand cherry, some red cedar, and some native  
 grasses. Foothills mix grasses also have been planted on the site. The Releaf  
 organization was actively involved in planting trees and shrubs on the site. In  
 1991, the organization received $1,889 from the Wildlife Habitat Mitigation  
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 Fund for an enhancement planting. Survival was notably better in areas that 
 were watered by adjacent residents than those that were not watered. 
 

Russian olive is a problem on the site. Continuous flooding/high water levels  
 in the ponds could help eradicate this pest plant. The possibility of moving  
 pre-’81 water around to accomplish this should be considered as part of the  
 proposed study for this site (see “Water Management”). 
 

Saltcedar also is a problem on the site. 
 
Wildlife   In 1991, Operation Osprey received a $970 grant from the Wildlife Habitat 
Management Mitigation Fund to build and erect osprey nesting platforms on five sites, one 
 of which was Riverbend Ponds Natural Area. Osprey from releases at this site 
 have not been seen returning to nest. The hack towers were removed, but  
 poles were left in place. The bridge and fencing also have been removed. 
 

Regarding future wildlife introduction projects, if CDOW initiates such  
 projects, the City will evaluate the appropriateness of releases on this site  
 on a case-by-case basis. 
 

If compatible with final recommendations of the draft “Strategy for Gravel  
 Lands Along the Poudre River,” ponds will be regraded to improve fish  
 and shorebird habitat. Detailed regrading plans will be developed. As  
 requested during review of the draft of this management plan, other areas for  
 fish habitat will be explored. 
 

Beaver are cutting lots of cottonwood around the ponds. Larger trees are  
 being wrapped with chicken wire to reduce damage. There has been a beaver  
 lodge on the west side of the trail for three years; the beaver have now built  
 one directly opposite on the east side of the trail. Lodges are removed only  
 when they impede water flow from one pond to another. 
 

Screech owl boxes on the site will be repaired. 
 

After the ‘83 flood, downed trees were put in an area west of the Timberline  
 entrance. They were what was left after the public cut whatever they wanted  
 (the public was invited to do this). Foxes in the area are believed to have used  
 this habitat, but it was unsightly. Some of the pile has been removed, leaving  
 a smaller, more aesthetically pleasing wood pile for rabbit and fox habitat. 
 

The CDOW annually stocks the ponds with warmwater species (usually large  
 mouth bass, crappie, and/or channel catfish). In addition, Trout Pond is  
 stocked four or five times each spring with rainbow trout. 

Over the years, residents have periodically called the City with concerns  
 about wildlife, particularly raccoons, being killed as they crossed Prospect  
 Road in the Riverbend Ponds area. Residents and ecologists have suggested  
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 various solutions, ranging from elevating Prospect through this entire area  
 (thereby allowing free movement under the roadway) to installing concrete  
 tunnels at various points along the roadway. For various reasons, including  
 cost and likelihood of success, no corrective action has been taken. When  
 Prospect Road is widened, Utilities will install a bridge in this area. It also  
 is recommended that fencing be installed along Prospect that will guide  
 wildlife, particularly larger mammals, to appropriate underpasses. 
 
Water   Many water management issues have arisen that go far beyond the scope of 
Management this management plan. It is therefore recommended that a study be conducted  
 to look at the following issues, identifying pros and cons, alternatives, and  
 impacts. 
 

1. Augmentation requirements and options at Milne ponds 
 

2. Improvement of the maintenance road/trail between the ponds. This  
   area stays wet most of the summer. It may be desirable to install a   
  culvert at the current seep level. But this should be studied in light of   
  impacts either up or down stream of the culvert. 
 

3. A decision regarding pond management to keep the ponds the way they 
    are now or let the ponds blow out and capture the river. For historical  
   purposes, it is noted that in ‘83, there was a suggestion that the ponds  
   and riverbank be protected by strengthening the outward curve of the  
   river so the ponds would be less likely to capture the river. At that  
   time, the suggestion was to use a stair-step type of rip-rap using gabion  
   baskets and to build up the dikes around the ponds to withstand a 100-  
   year flood. However, current best management practices dealing with  
   flood management, aesthetics, and ecology make this an unlikely   
  strategy. 
 

4. Appropriate ways to deal with serious erosion. For example, the river- 
   bank was stabilized with rip-rap because of serious erosion (5 feet per  
   day and threatening to cause loss of three ponds) in 1980. The study  
   should recommend appropriate erosion management for the future. 
 

5. Appropriate habitat goals, e.g., fishing, waterfowl, shorebird, etc.  
 

6. The most appropriate way to use the pre-’81 water surface in these  
   ponds, e.g., the water could be moved around to achieve various goals 
   for the site, e.g., to eradicate Russian olive as mentioned under “Plant  
   Community Management.” 

7. Whether there are aquifers feeding these ponds. 
 

8. Possible impacts of having our water rights preempted up-stream (e.g., 
   possibly drying up Riverbend Ponds). Determine whether there are  
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   things the City can/should do to keep water in the ponds. 
 

9. Cause, impacts, and remedies (if needed) of seepage that is occurring 
   out of the irrigation canal along Summit View. 

 
In March 1988, Anheuser Busch’s wastewater line through the site broke,  

 allowing about 2,000 gallons of water and neutalized cleaning solution to  
 seep into the natural area. No fish kill was anticipated, and none occurred, but  
 as a precaution, signs were posted warning people not to fish in the area until  
 the water could be tested. Boxelder also has a sewer line through Riverbend  
 Ponds. This easement runs across the maintenance road/trail that stays wet  
 most of the summer. Because of the many easements on the site, it is impera-  
 tive that all earth work be preceded by consulting the easement map. This  
 includes such seemingly innocuous activity as installing perches (e.g., poles  
 for Operation Osprey’s project, which could have breached high pressure  
 water lines or other utilities, if easements had not first been identified). 
 

In ‘87, Beth Dillon of CDOW proposed sinking Christmas tree structures  
 (composed of trees cemented in old tires, wired together and sunk with  
 cement blocks) to improve fish habitat. The City will continue to work with  
 the Division of Wildlife for fish habitat improvement. 
 

One or more of the ponds are used periodically for dive rescue practice. 
 
Recreation  The site can be accessed from the south (Prospect entrance), the northeast 
Management  (Cherly entrance), and the north (a roadway which intersects the new  
 Timberline extension). The Timberline parking lot was improved in 1999 
 and seems to adequately meet current visitor needs. In 2000, the northeast  
 parking lot was moved slightly and reconfigured to provide more parking  
 spaces and reduce impact on the prairie gentian population. 

 
The south (Prospect) entrance received major improvements in 1999.  

 Fencing was installed along the roadway. All but one entrance off  Prospect  
 was closed. The remaining entrance was graded. 
 

Several factors should be incorporated into the Prospect road widening  
 project (in ~2003): (1) appropriate safety considerations for left in/out for 
 both Riverbend Ponds and Cottonwood Hollow, (2) formal, safe entrances 
 to both of these natural areas, and (3) positioning of these entrances so 
 they do not conflict with each other.  
 

Drinking fountains and two restrooms will be installed on the site. The likely  
 locations are at the parking lot near Timberline and at the Prospect parking  
 lot. It will be determined which type of restroom facility is most appropriate  
 (solar composting, traditional outhouse, portable [serviced] toilet, or a facility  
 connected to the water, wastewater, and electric utilities). 
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Because of the new Timberline extension, as well as general population  

 growth, recreational activity on the site is likely to increase significantly. To  
 minimize, to the extent possible, this increased activity’s impact on the  
 natural features of the site, recreation will be restricted to the trail system,  
 except for persons leaving the trails to access the ponds. 
 

During the 1980s, neighbors repeatedly reported problems including noise  
 disturbance, trespassing on private property, and motorcycle riders and  
 other motorized vehicles racing on the site and running people off the paths.  
 Residents were fearful of being hit in their own yards if violators lost control  
 of their vehicles. Police felt the problem was poor marking of the area and  
 lack of fencing. In November 1988, the Parks Department completed a fenc-  
 ing project on the site. The fencing helped, but there still are occasional  
 reports of these activities. The rangers will monitor the site for such viola- 
 tions. 
 

Fishing is a primary recreation on the site (see “Wildlife Management” for  
 species stocked). It is an especially popular fishing site for children. Electric  
 trolling motors are permitted so persons with disabilities can access the ponds  
 for fishing. Otherwise, only non-motorized boats are permitted. There is  
 some bow fishing for carp. However, this is illegal because, by City Code, it  
 constitutes discharging of a firearm (even if the arrow is attached to the bow,  
 as it often is in bow fishing). Police have advised that bow fishing is allowed  
 at Archery Range Natural Area, but nowhere else within the city. Therefore, 
 regulations against bow fishing will be enforced on Riverbend Ponds.  
 

Another activity that occurs on the site in violation of City Code is ice fish-  
 ing. Ice fishing, as well as ice skating and other activities on the ice, are con-  
 sidered unsafe unless the ice is monitored. Since these ponds are not   
 monitored, and no comments were received from the public relative to this  
 issue during the public comment period, the City will enforce the regulation  
 against these ice-related activities. However, this decision may be recon-  
 sidered depending on the nature of future user requests. 
 

An accessible fishing pier was installed near the Timberline entrance in 
 1999. 
 

The extensive trail network is natural surface except for a boardwalk that was  
 constructed in 1992 at the northeast entrance. The boardwalk cost $3,122,  
 which was partially funded ($2,000) through a Wildlife Habitat Mitigation  
 Fund grant. The boardwalk, which floats (even though it is on concrete pil-  
 ings and rebarred into the ground), goes through the prairie gentian site and  
 through areas that tend to remain wet most of the time. The boardwalk has  
 proven very popular with parents taking children to the site in strollers and in 
 bicycle trailers. The natural surface trails are used by hikers, runners, horse- 
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 back riders, and by people walking their dogs. Staff recommends that these  
 trails have crusher fines applied to make them accessible to persons with  
 disabilities. In 1999, crusher fines and a section of boardwalk were applied to  
 the trail from the Timberline parking lot to the accessible fishing pier. Addi- 
 tional work is being done to make the trail more easily accessible to persons  
 in wheelchairs. Other trail work on the site may not be done until final  
 recommendations are made relative to the draft “Strategy for Gravel Lands  
 Along the Poudre River” and the site assessments discussed under the “Water  
 Management” subheading above, in order to avoid wasting resources or trails  
 that may be eliminated in possible site redesign. Trail placement and design  
 will be reviewed with the Natural Resources Advisory Board and the Parks  
 and Recreation Board to obtain their input during the planning process. It is  
 assumed the entire site is appropriate for accessibility by persons needing  
 accessible trails. However, if some trails are too steep, or have other features  
 making it unreasonable to provide this accessibility, those trails will not have  
 crusher fines applied. 
 

Dog owners not only run their dogs off-leash but also let the dogs swim in the 
  ponds, activities that are not allowed by City Code. The leash law will con-  
 tinue to be enforced in this area, and dog owners will continue to be advised 
 to use the City’s dog park for off-leash activities. 
 

Boy Scouts built a blind along the boardwalk at the Cherly entrance. It was  
 good for watching birds and waterfowl, but was heavily vandalized and  
 therefore removed in 1996. 
 

Historically, groups have requested to use the site for various recreational  
 activities. In 1978, the Cheyenne Retriever Club received permission to hold  
 field trials on the site. Their activities included shooting live birds (including  
 pigeons and pheasants) and using shackled ducks for water work. In 1980, a  
 group from Wyoming requested permission to have a treasure hunt on the  
 site. The request was denied because of the precedent it would likely set.  
 There are currently no group activities regularly occurring on the site. 
 
Interpretive  Master Naturalists find the site ideal for guided walks. The site’s interpretive 
Education   nature study trail also makes it ideal for self-guided interpretation. The trail  
 starts at the boardwalk at the Cherly entrance and goes three-quarters of the  
 way around Big Pond. It consists of 12 numbered posts corresponding to a  
 brochure that provides basic information about the various habitats of the site  
 (wetland, wet meadow, pond, upland, river) and the associated vegetation and  
 wildlife species. The brochure is available on site. They are restocked fre-  
 quently, but because the brochures are so popular, visitors occasionally report  
 that the brochure dispenser is empty.  
 

Because of the diversity of habitat and of human visitors, this site will be  
 considered for a pilot Braille interpretation project. This project may focus on  
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 the wildlife sounds to listen for at the site. Additional trail features, e.g.,  
 railings that can guide sight challenged persons in following the trail, may be  
 needed for the braille project. Members of the City’s ADA advisory board  
 should be consulted for their recommendations for this project. 
 
Research   Recreational use will be researched to identify needed improvements and  
 changes as well as recreational management issues. Research also will be  
 conducted to compare current recreational usage to usage after Timberline  
 extension is completed. 
 

A volunteer has a current research project on the site to compare the success  
 rates of various Russian olive removal techniques. Some of the research trees  
 were removed by volunteers in summer ‘97, but stumps, as well as remaining  
 trees, will continue to provide useful information. 
 

A study is needed to determine why the prairie gentian (Colorado Rare  
 Species) population is declining and how habitat for the plant should be  
 improved. 
 

Students and various agencies often use the site for research projects (e.g.,  
 kingfisher study, fishery studies, etc.). Permission for such research is usually  
 granted, but anyone wanting to conduct research on the site should submit a  
 written request to the City’s Natural Resources Department, indicating the  
 nature of the research, on-site activities that will occur in conjunction with  
 the research, any equipment that will be used on site, and any other informa-  
 tion relative to ecological, as well as recreational, impacts of the research.  
 The City requests that a copy of the final report of all such research projects  
 be sent to the City’s Natural Resources Department. 
 
Miscellaneous  Over the years, various volunteer groups, including Youth Conservation  
Management  Corps and Phi Gamma Delta Fraternity pledges, have done litter pick-up  
Issues  and barrier installation on the site. Re-Leaf has done plantings. 
 

In October 1988, it was discovered that some of the adjacent homeowners 
were encroaching on the site for personal use including storage of firewood, 
debris, and construction materials; placement of dog kennels and playground 
equipment; planting gardens; and building a private fence that extended onto 
the public site. Homeowners received letters advising them of these 

   encroachments and requesting removal. The situation is much improved, but 
some encroachment, particularly planting of trees, extending of lawns, dump-
ing of grass clippings and other vegetative matter, and recreational uses (e.g., 

   installing horseshoe pits) still occurs. Rangers investigate these violations and 
issue warnings or summonses as appropriate when violators are identified. 

 
In 1992, Countryside Homeowners Association wondered if the City was  

 going to finish fencing the boundary between the park and Countryside. They  
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 were worried that a barrier fence may be installed and detract from aesthetics,  
 or that they may be expected to finish the fence at their expense. The City has  
 since completed this fencing. 
 

Cottonwood Hollow Natural Area 
 
Context  The 48-acre portion of the site previously known as W.R.E.N. was initially  
 managed under a collaborative reclamation plan prepared by the City of Fort  

Collins; Western Mobile, Inc.; CSU; and the U.S. Geological Survey. The  
 innovative plan received a “reclamation excellence” award from the   
 Colorado Division of Minerals and Geology. The site, which was extensively  
 mined for gravel, is being reclaimed to a combination of riparian, wet   

meadow, and native upland habitats. The City has now assumed operation 
 of this sensitive natural area.  
 

The long-term goal for the site was initially to minimize the amount of  
 exposed water surface (thereby reducing augmentation requirements). How-  
 ever, based on observed natural functions of the site, as well as the acquisi-  
 tion of the southern pond, which has pre-’81 water (pre-’81 water has no  
 augmentation requirement), the site goal now includes maximization of  
 habitat value (within the context of the site). 
 
Plant   The City has graded and seeded certain sections with native grasses and wild- 
Community  flowers.  
Management 

Weeds, particularly thistle and kochia, are a problem on the site. But because  
 of the forbs in the planted grass mix, it is highly undesirable to use a broad  

spectrum herbicide to control weeds indiscriminately. The desirable method  
 of weed control would be to isolate patches of noxious weeds and treat just  
 those patches, rather than spraying entire areas to eradicate weeds, and in the  
 process, eradicate desirable vegetation (both voluntary and planted). Ideally,  
 no spraying should occur in the basin; spraying should only occur from the  
 maintenance road. To the extent possible, weeds should be controlled with  
 mowing. 
 

Saltcedar is a problem on the site. Some of the saltcedar were removed in  
 fall 1997, but many remain. 
 

Upland shrub plantings on the basin’s side walls are planned. 
 
Water   By carefully manipulating water level fluctuations, the City hopes to mimic 
Management   riparian/wetland conditions and re-establish native cottonwoods and willows.  

Consideration may be given to moving some of the pre-’81 water from the  
 south pond to the north basin area to meet augmentation requirements. 
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There currently is no way to accurately measure the amount of water flowing  
 through the ponds. A different control structure may be installed to facilitate  
 this measurement. 
 
Recreation  Parking for the site will be at the CSU Environmental Learning Center’s 
Management parking lot on Prospect Road between Summit View and Timberline. The  
 City has installed a bike rack at the parking lot. 
 

Now that the site is opened to the public, a major safety issue exists:  there is 
no safe way to travel by foot or bicycle between Riverbend Ponds and  
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Fig. 11 - Cottonwood Hollow, Prospect ponds map 
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Cottonwood Hollow, yet the temptation to do so is strong, and indeed, should 
be allowed. Staff feels that a trail on the east side of the river under the  
existing Prospect Road bridge (i.e., a trail much like the one on the west side 
of the river under the same bridge) should be investigated. If such a trail is 
impossible, or possibly in addition to such a trail, an underpass to provide  
safe pedestrian access under Prospect Road between these two natural areas 
should be installed. The possibility of tying this underpass in with the existing 
ditch on the east side of Cottonwood Hollow, and thereby improving the ditch 
flow from Riverbend Ponds to Cottonwood Hollow, should be con- sidered. 
The process would include one or more box culverts. If no change is made in 
the ditch, it will be necessary to create some type of pedestrian access from 
the Environmental Learning Center parking lot, across the ditch, to the 
underpass. Trail placement and design will be reviewed with the Natural 
Resources Advisory Board and the Parks and Recreation Board to obtain their 
input during the planning process. 

 
Human activity is limited to the eastern perimeter of the site. Birdwatching  

 is a primary recreational activity. Trail use is pedestrian only. Biking, which  
 is not allowed on CSU’s adjacent Environmental Learning Center, also is not   
 allowed on this site. 
 

Also to be consistent with Environmental Learning Center regulations, as 
well as for protection of sensitive wildlife on this site, dogs are not allowed. 

 
Because of the sensitivity of the site, fishing is not permitted at Cottonwood 
Hollow (but is permitted on Environmental Learning Center ponds). 

 
Interpretive  The educational focus on the site will be the goals, successes, failures, and  
Education   changes of the reclamation process and the diverse birdlife of the site.  
 Because the site will be evolving for several years, the interpretation features  
 will need to evolve as well. Wildlife interpretive features were installed at the  
 north end of the trail in 2000, with shorebird interpretation as a major  
 highlight. 
 

A feature about the marsh sounds of the site could someday be included. 
 
Research  The model reclamation project offers a unique opportunity to observe and  
 document the results of a focused effort to reclaim gravel lands to benefit  
 wildlife. The experience gained will have wide applicability elsewhere in  
 Fort Collins and throughout Colorado.  
 

U.S. Geological Survey may conduct (with help from the City) a study to  
 determine feasibility, and if feasible, establishment, of a plan for maintaining  
 shorebird habitat. 
 

On-going wildlife observation research should be conducted to determine the 
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   changes of wildlife use as the site evolves. 
 
Miscellaneous  Any earthmoving work on the site must ensure that it does not impact the 
Management utility easements on the site, e.g., A-B’s and Boxelder’s high pressure water 
Issues  lines along the ditch on the eastern edge of the site. 
 

Prospect Ponds Natural Area  
 
Context  This site is owned by Fort Collins Utilities. Portions of the site are currently 

managed by City of Fort Collins Natural Resources Department and will 
become subject to an MOU to be developed by the two departments.  

 
Plant   Saltcedar needs to be removed from this urban natural area. 
Community 
Management Thistle is prevalent on the site. Maintenance staff uses 2-4 D to control the 
 thistle and other noxious weeds on portions of the site that are not adjacent to 
 the water. Next to the water, Rodeo is used. 
 
Wildlife   The CDOW annually stocks the ponds with warmwater species (usually 
Management largemouth bass, crappie, and/or channel catfish). Signs advise that bass  
 smaller than 15 inches must be returned to the water and that for larger bass,  
 there is a five-fish limit. 
 

Beaver are active in the ponds. Some of the trees have been wrapped in an  
 effort to protect them from beaver. This seems to be working for some of the 
 trees, but beaver felled two wrapped trees. At one time beaver trapping was 
 tried, but without success. 
 
Recreation  Walking, running, biking, and skating on the paved Poudre River Trail, walk- 
Management  ing and biking on the natural surface trails, and fishing are the primary  
 recreational uses of the site. There are two accessible fishing points along the  
 trail between the two ponds. The accessibility of each, however, has deter-  
 iorated and needs to be repaired, e.g., barriers need to be reinstalled to pre-  
 vent wheel chairs from rolling into the ponds. 
 

Ice fishing, ice skating, and ice hockey games have been popular activities on 
the site over the years, but not always in a safe manner. For example, ice 
hockey backstops were often left on the ice, creating an incentive for children 
to go out onto what may be dangerously thin ice. These activities are con- 
sidered unsafe unless the ice is monitored. The Natural Resources Depart- 
ment currently monitors the ice and allows ice hockey and ice skating to 
occur on the southern portion of the northern pond when ice conditions are 
safe.    

  
Birdwatching, particularly for winter waterfowl, is an occasional activity at  
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 this site. 
 
Interpretive  The Water Utilities have an interpretive sign at their demonstration waste- 
Education   water treatment wetland adjacent to the south parking lot. 
 

Interpretive signage about the winter waterfowl use of the site will be  
 installed. 
 

Vegetation near the Sharp Point Drive parking lot often includes impressive 
stands of milkweed. At some point in time, an interpretive feature about 
milkweed’s critical role in the survival of the monarch butterfly would be 
desirable. 

 
During trail reconstruction in fall 1996, leaves were allowed to fall onto the  

 wet concrete extending from this site east to the bridge. The leaves left dis-  
 tinct impressions. Along the trail, interpretive features should be installed to  
 provide interactive learning about the various trees represented by the leaf  
 imprints, including identification of the trees, their roles in the riparian area,  
 and their wildlife habitat values. 
 

Master Naturalists frequently take groups to this site for guided nature walks.  
 This is partly because of the site’s easy access (the parking accommodates  
 school buses) and the minimal amount of time needed to walk to the interpre- 
 tation site from the parking lot. It also offers easy access to nearby sites (e.g.,  
 CSU’s Environmental Learning Center). 
 

Arapaho Bend Natural Area 
 
Context  When this restorative natural area was purchased, not all of it was considered  
 prime natural area. But the option was to purchase all or none of the site.  
 Therefore, all of the site was purchased, with the understanding that some of  
 it might be sold at a later date. Twenty-seven acres of upland grassland west  
 of County Road 7 fall into this category, as do other portions of the site. A  
 portion of the southeast portion of the site was sold to the Colorado Depart-  
 ment of Transportation for a transfer station (i.e., park and ride). This site is  
 being used for the transfer station instead of the old Kenney’s Marine site  
 (which is adjacent to the transfer station and is owned by the State Land  
 Board) because the Kenney’s Marine site would be more expensive for the  
 Department of Transportation to purchase than the natural area, and it may  
 have underground contamination. 
 

Management decisions are dependent on decisions and recommendations of  
 the draft “Strategy for Gravel Lands Along the Poudre River.” Following are  
 management strategies that may be implemented on the site and issues that  
 should be considered in making management decisions. 
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Plant   Noxious weeds need to be controlled. This must be done in ways appropri- 
Management  ate for aquatic applications.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


