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A MEMBERSHIP ORGANIZATION

From the President’s Corner
		
We all love a bargain! Front Range Forum continues to be one of
the best deals in town! Yearly membership in the Senior Center and in
Front Range Forum offers you fascinating classes for seniors three times
a year, lectures by “Front Range Forum Presents”, and a summer “Front
Range Forum does the Arts”. Although Forum fees will advance $5.00
on January 1, 2014, membership will still be more than worth the price.
Along with access to lifelong learning, you receive friendship and good
fellowship, sweetened with occasional ice cream or cookies. What more
can you ask?
Have you read a book whose subject might make a great class?
Have you a passion for some aspect of life to share with other Forum
members? (Think baseball, travel, the theater, botany, world events,
psychology, etc., etc., etc.) Join those of us who have brought classes to
life. If you feel challenged by the idea of facilitating a class, just ask to be
mentored by a former facilitator, or by a member of the Curriculum
Committee. We’re ready to help you develop a course! (See page 7)
The following new decision of Front Range Forum is in response to
its membership. Although some couples prefer to be registered as
individuals when signing up for a class, other couples wish to be considred
as one registrant. Thus, when a class goes into lottery, either both are
enrolled, or neither is enrolled. The registration form on page 9 allows
these options. Please mark your choice in the boxes at the upper right.
Edie Thompson
President

Winter Classes Beginning January 13, 2014

Courageous Presidents Making Hard Choices* . . . . . . . . . . 3
Short Stories as Expression of American Character* . . . . . . . . 3
Meeting the Maya*. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Current Issues: Public Land Management in the West . . . . . . 4
How to Run the World: Charting a Course for the
Next Renaissance* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
A Century of Crossword Puzzles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Treasures of a Bookworm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Caught Between Two Worlds in the American Frontier West* . . 6

* Books for these classes have been ordered from Old Firehouse Books

Winter 2014 — Course Descriptions - 2

WINTER TERM 2014 BEGINS MONDAY, JANUARY 13TH
ENDS, FRIDAY , MARCH 7TH*
		
Mon. Jan. 13
				

9:30-11:30 AM “Courageous Presidents
Making Hard Choices”

Barbara McCornack

		
		
1:00-3:00 PM
					

“Short Stories as Expression
of American Character”

Don Edmondson

		

“Meeting the Maya”

Sue Ellen Alishouse

Tue. Jan. 14

1:00-3:00 PM

		
Wed. Jan. 15
9:30-11:30 AM “Current Issues: Public
`				
Land Management in the West”

Tom Crow

				
1:00-3:00 PM
						

“How to Run the World: Charting
a Course for the Next Renaissance”

Ed Jakubauskas

		

9:30-11:30 AM

“A Century of Crossword Puzzles”

Mac McNeill & Rodger Myers

1:00-3:00 PM

“Treasures of a Bookworm”

Edie Thompson & Mary Roper

Thurs. Jan. 16

		

		
Fri. Jan. 17
9:30-11:30 AM
“Caught Between Two Worlds in the Mike Meringolo & Dan Lipp
					
		
American Frontier West”		
					
											
* In the event of snow on a scheduled class day we will follow Poudre School District’s decision about
cancellation. Check with psdschools.org or at their information line 970-482-7420. Do not call the Senior Center.

*****

Due to construction at the Senior Center, the parking will be limited, and you may need to allow
time to park farther away from the building and walk to the classroom. We will remain flexible as
we wait for the improvements, which will benefit us all!

Tentative Courses for FRF Spring 2013
1.      Civil War Naval Actions; Blue Water and Brown Water
										
2.      The Geography of Hope						
3.     Aging Well							
4.      Local History		
5.      Anatomy of Violence						
6. Vikings								
		

Don Edmondson &
Dick Erickson
Kent and Nancy Brown		
Ed Jakubauskas
Barbara Fleming
Fran Johnson and Sidna Rachid
Jack Steele

Still looking for two more courses/facilitators; anyone interested?
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Courageous Presidents Making Hard Choices
Facilitator:
Dates:		
Time:		
Text: 		
		

Barbara McCornack, 493-0985, barbaram4@juno.com
Mondays, January 13 - March 3, 2014
9:30 AM - 11:30 AM
Presidential Courage: Brave Leaders and How They 		
Changed America, 1789-1986, by Michael Beschloss

Since our founding as a nation, courage has been a requirement of the presidency. Some men have
had to face greater challenges than others. Presidential historian Michael Beschloss has written about crucial
times in our history when certain courageous presidents dramatically changed the future of the United States.
Those studied will be George Washington, John Adams, Andrew Jackson, Abraham Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry Truman and Jack Kennedy. The class will be essentially a book study, with
participants giving half-hour presentations including short biographies of the presidents being studied, as well
as going deeper into the background to the issues being discussed.
Beschloss says that “from his own reading of history, John Kennedy feared that the changing
political environment was making it more difficult for Americans to practice the kind of leadership that shaped
our past. In 1955, he complained that politics had become so expensive, so mechanized and so dominated by
professional politicians and public relations men that an unpopular or unorthodox course would arouse a storm
of protests. Maybe this course will help us understand that presidents never had an easy time in making
important decisions, but they made them anyway.

Short Stories as an Expression of American Character
Facilitator:
		
Dates:
Time:
Text:
		

Don Edmondson, 266-9175, donedmondson@frii.com
Dick Erickson, 224-3833, richxsn1@msn.com
Mondays, January 13 - March 3, 2014
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
Contemporary American Short Fiction, Selected by Joyce
Carol Oates, Harper Perennial, 2008; retail price $19

This course will give participants an opportunity to critique short stories by living writers who have been
recognized by literary awards or publication in creditable anthologies and who represent a spectrum of age,
gender and ethnic backgrounds; i.e. the best of American short stories in the new century. American writers
have displayed new and exciting trends in handling subjects, perspectives and styles. This course will
examine these innovations in twenty to twenty-four exemplary stories. Authors whose works are being
considered include, but are not limited to: Rick Bass, Charles Baxter, Anne Bettie, Lynda Davis, Michael
Chabon, Juanto Dias, Stuart Dybek, Mary Gaitskill, Maile Meloy, Steven Millhauser, Lorrie Moore, Annie
Proulx. Edmund Wilson and John Edgar Weidman. Participants will be able to renew acquaintance with these,
and other, writers or make new literary friends among these proven masters of short fiction.
The course will open with a brief discussion and examples of the elements of fiction to assure that all
participants start from the same concepts of literary critique. The balance of the course will concentrate on
individual story critiques, each led by a class participant, with three stories in each session. Participants may
have an opportunity to critique a second story if the class does not exceed ten to twelve participants and may be
able to select one of the stories to be reviewed. Participants will be expected to read all the stories selected for
review and form some preliminary opinion of the author. Participants will also be asked to give a short summary of the authors’ works. The final session will allow participants to comment on the authors they favored or
unfavored and suggest topics, writers or works for future Front Range Forum literature courses.
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Meeting the Maya

Facilitator: Sue Ellen Alishouse, 229-0220, sea_ellen@yahoo.com
Dates:		
Tuesdays, January 4 - March 4, 2014
Time:		
1:00PM - 3:00PM
Text:		
The Maya, 8th edition (2011) by Michael D. Coe, optional
Cost: about $25. Earlier editions, from the internet, while acceptable, will not
be as up-to-date on some topics. Supplemental DVDs, books, maps, articles,
and scholarly papers will be provided.

Forget what you thought you knew about the Maya. Recent discoveries have radically changed what we
now know about this fascinating culture.
Meeting the Maya will be a broad-stroke introduction to Mayan civilization. Placing emphasis on well
known Classical sites, we will explore the lives of the ancient Maya: their farming and commerce, writing and
art, architecture and burials, society and politics, and religion and astronomy. Finally, we will discuss current
issues confronting the Maya today.
One session will be an all-day trip to the Denver Museum of Nature and Science to view “Maya: Hidden
Worlds Revealed” where visitors will explore the rise and eventual decline of ancient Mayan cities. Cost:
approximately $30 + lunch.
The optional text is The Maya, 8th edition (2011) by Michael D. Coe, a towering figure in Maya
archeology. Completely updated to incorporate recent research and richly illustrated, this book is written for the
lay person. Cost: about $25. Earlier editions, from the internet, while acceptable, will not be as up-to-date on
some topics. Supplemental DVDs, books, maps, articles, and scholarly papers will be provided.

  Current

Issues: Public Land Management in the West
Facilitator: Tom Crow, 682-5501, crow.thomasr@gmail.com
Dates:		
Wednesdays, January 15 - March 5, 2014
Time:		
9:30AM - 11:30AM
Text:		
none required		

Public lands constitute a large share of the western landscape. The management of these lands for
energy, mining, timber, water, range, wildlife, and recreation, and the benefits they provide affect us all. Some
of these uses are in direct conflict. In this class, we will discuss current issues relating to the management of
U.S. Forest Service, National Park Service, and the Bureau of Land Management lands using Google News as
the source. The facilitator will create a packet of news articles from which class members will select, present,
and discuss current issues. Our goals are to better understand the issues facing federal land managers and to
have a lively discussion about these issues.
Come join us and learn about the public lands you own.
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How to Run the World: Charting a Course for the Next Renaissance
Facilitator: Ed Jakubauskas, 223-7428, enrjakub@comcast.net
Wednesdays: January 15 - March 5, 2014
Time:		
1:00PM - 3PM
Text:		
How to Run the World: Charting a Course to the Next
		
Renaissance by Parag Khanna, Available in Kindle,
		
Hardcover, or Paperback formats through Amazon or local
		
book store.
Front Range Forum has offered courses on the politics and economics of a number of selected
countries in the last few years, culminating in a “capstone course on Why Nations Fail (or succeed).” This
course builds on this background and explores the future of nations’ attempts to develop security through
various forms of diplomacy and regional and national unions. Particularly since World Wars I and II, nations
have both splintered according to older tribal and ethnic arrangements (Balkans) and to larger entities such
as the European Union, NAFTA, and NATO. World order has also led to failed attempts such as the League
of Nations in the interwar period and the more successful but still inadequate United Nations. Large-scale
wars which have devastated nations have led to sincere attempts in larger alliances through balance of power
arrangements as well as more formal worldwide attempts. Where are nations going in the future? Has the
nation-state become obsolete and dangerous to security? What are the prospects for success of more general
worldwide or regional arrangements in a growing technological world. Does the answer lie in a recognition
of mutually assured destruction in a technologically interdependent world? The author of this challenging
book explores these questions, and our class discussions will provide a background for understanding the new
contemporary trends.

A Century of Crossword Puzzles
Facilitators: Mac McNeill, 377-2012, mcneil0115@comcast.net
		
Rodger Myers, 226-0833, loyceemyers@gmail.com
Dates:		
Thursdays, January 16 - February 13, 2014
			
Note: This is a 5-week course
Crossword puzzles are a relatively new thing. The first crossword puzzle ran in a newspaper in 1913
and, within one year, they were showing up in newspapers across the country. Now, 30 million Americans say
they work crossword puzzles, many attempting two or more puzzles per week. Most of these people do
crossword puzzles for fun, but there may be a great health benefit, especially for seniors. Though not totally
confirmed, many studies have indicated that solving crossword puzzles reduces or delays the risk of
degenerative brain diseases like Alzheimer’s disease. “A Century of Crossword Puzzles” is designed as a fun
and quick way for beginners to get involved with crossword puzzles and for novices to take the next step
forward.
During the five-week course, we will cover the history of crossword puzzles, various solving strategies,
and the three-and four-letter words that show up repeatedly in puzzles. We will also learn how crossword
puzzles are constructed. Each of the first four classes will have a hands-on segment where we will try out some
of the things we have learned, and, during the fifth week, you will have a chance to take part in a crossword
puzzle tournament. Some participants will be asked to research and present some of the topics to the class. No
book is required.
Join us as we immerse ourselves in one of America’s most popular pastimes – crossword puzzles.
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Treasures of a Bookworm
Facilitator:
		
Dates:		
Time:		
Text:		

Edie Thompson, 484-2039, ediethompson@hotmail.com
Mary Roper, 377-9291
Thursdays, January 16 - March 6, 2014
1:00PM - 3:00PM
No book required

Do you have favorite books that enriched your life? Whether the volume is a treasured resident in your
house or a treasured memory in your mind, come share these gems with the class.
Did you read it last month or years ago? Tell us why you liked it: a good read on vacation, or a book that
changed your life; a book that made you think, or one that made you laugh? Were you captured by the author’s
style, or was it the breadth of research that was covered?
Poetry or prose, fiction or nonfiction – you choose. Tell us about the author’s life and the era in which it was
written. How was it received by the public? Each review will be about 20 minutes long with 15 minutes for
questions and discussion. Each class member will choose at least two dates for presentation.
We’ll also hear from some Fort Collins residents who will reveal their life with books. We’re thinking of a
book exchange on the last class.

Caught Between Two Worlds in the American Frontier West
Facilitators: Michael Meringolo, 267-2991, cell 267-625-7463,
				
mbmeringolo@gmail.com
		
Dan Lipp, 206-9575, lipp_3336@comcast.net
Dates:
Fridays, January 17 - March 7, 2014
Time:
9:30AM - 11:30AM
Text:
Empire of the Summer Moon: Quanah Parker and the Rise and
Fall of the Comanches, the Most Powerful Indian Tribe in American
History, by S.C. Gwynne ($16) and Halfbreed – the Remarkable True Story
of George Bent, Caught Between the Worlds of the Indian and the White Man,
by Halaas and Masich ($25)
Quanah Parker, a mixed-blood Comanche war chief until his 1875 surrender, remade himself as a
peacetime leader, putting the lie to Fitzgerald’s remark about no second acts in American life. George Bent,
son of William Bent, frontier trader, and Owl Woman, the daughter of a Cheyenne chief, raised as a Cheyenne
and educated in white schools, George made war against the whites after surviving the Sand Creek Massacre.
We will study Quanah and George in our course, prominent men of mixed blood who were “caught
between two worlds” during and after the turbulent frontier wars of the mid-19th century. What is our
assessment of Quanah and George, the lives they lived and choices they made? Of course, in a broad sense,
many Indians and whites, settlers and soldiers, were also caught between two worlds as the bloody and often
terrifying struggle played itself out against a backdrop of the historical forces that led to the defeat of the
Indians. Who were the Comanche and Cheyenne during the pre-reservation days when they were wild and
free? How did the tribes evolve with the coming of the white man? We will examine these and related topics
in our course, including cavalry warfare; firearm advancements that affected the outcome of the struggle; the
significance of the horse and the American buffalo; disease; technology, notably the steam engine, which led to
construction of the transcontinental railroad; and Colorado-centric topics such as the Sand Creek massacre.
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Upcoming Surveys
After 20 years, the Front Range Forum seems to have a problem. We aren’t adding new members as
quickly as we are losing them. Though it is hard to get our arms around the numbers, we’d guess we are down
50 to 100 people from our normal level of around 225 members. We also don’t know why. Maybe there is more
competition today than we had in the past, particularly from Osher. Or, maybe we aren’t running the kinds of
classes or the formats of classes that people want in 2013. We need your help to find out what is going on.
Sometime in November, we will send out three different web-based surveys. The first one will go to
current members. Eighty percent of our current members now have e-mail. If you are one of them, that’s how you
will receive the survey. If you aren’t sure that your e-mail address is current with the Senior Center, please stop at
the desk and update it. If you don’t have e-mail, you can get a paper copy of the survey from the Senior Center or
any Board member. Just complete it and return it to the Senior Center and it will be input by a few volunteers. We
want everyone’s thoughts.
The second survey is much shorter and will go to prospective members. How to reach people who might
be interested in FRF has been a struggle. We’d like your help with it. If you receive your survey online, you will
be asked to send a link to a few people you know that you think might be prospective FRF members. When they
click the link, they will get a brief description of FRF and will be asked six or so questions on their reactions to
our program. They will also be asked if they would like to get our next newsletter.
Finally, we have around 125 members that took classes with us in 2011 and/or 2012 but not in 2013. We
are going to send a different questionnaire to them to find out why we lost them and what we can do to get them
back.
Hopefully, the three surveys will give us a much better idea of what we need to do to be successful for
another 20 years. Please help us as we redesign FRF for the future.
FRF Board

CALL FOR NEW FACILITATORS
Facilitators are the keystone of Front Range Forum. We are always looking for new facilitators to add
new and different courses and approaches to our program. If you have an idea that you think might make a good
course or if you just want to know more about facilitating a FRF course, join Barbara McCornack,
Mac McNeill, and Jack Steele on Thursday, January 9, 2014, from 10 to 11AM, on the Stage. Among them,
they have facilitated over 40 courses and will share their approaches to creating, planning, and running FRF
courses. They will also answer your questions and give you advice, if you have a course you would like to
propose. If you want to attend, please contact Mac at 377-2012 or mcneil0115@comcast.net.
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Front Range Forum Presents
WORKING THE LAND AND BUILDING THE CITY
Labor in the American Print Making Tradition.

Extraordinarily fine art prints of important American artists from the 1920s and 30s
which illustrate American life and culture of this time period.
NOVEMBER 20th, 2:30PM to 4PM
From the end of the First World War through the years of the Great
Depression and into the 1940s, American artists increasingly turned away from
European modern trends to embrace national themes and realist styles. Chief
among those themes was an attention to American productivity. The Regionalists
pictured the toils and hardships of farmers and ranchers in the heartland.
Yet, throughout the country, from the industrialized urban cities of the Eastern
shoreline to the mining towns of Colorado, artists explored American labor in all
its forms. This exhibition, drawn from a private collection, features
approximately fifty images by important American artists including Thomas Hart
Benton, John Steuart Curry, Rockwell Kent, Louis Lozowick, James Whistler,
and Grant Wood.
There will be a tour and talk by Linny Frickman at the Colorado State University Art Museum, 1400
Remington St.(the former Fort Collins High School).
Those wanting to car pool should come to Epic Pool and Ice Rink where the Senior Center buses are
located during the Senior Center renovation. Epic is on 1801 Riverside. We should be at Epic by 2 PM to go
to the talk and tour which will be at 2:30 PM. If you drive yourself, parking is limited and on the street. We
will meet inside by the museum entrance.
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Winter 2014 REGISTRATION FORM 		

									
PLEASE PRINT							

		
		

Individual		
Couple

Name
_____________________________________________________________			
			
Last name,			
First name
Address
									
Zip
Phone					

e-mail

If you are a new FRF member and this is your first time registering for a class,
		

please check here. _______

I would like to be enrolled in ONE or MORE of the Winter 2014 Courses. If my first preference is
over-subscribed and a lottery does not include me, the next preference will be satisfactory.
1.___________________________________________________________________________________
2.
I would like to be enrolled in BOTH courses if they are available. If neither is available, I would
like to enroll in the following:
3.
Please note that your Front Range Forum dues are good for any classes you want to take
for a full year.

Registrations accepted through December 2, 2013.

Please do not sign up for a class if you plan to be away for more than two class periods.

If not present at the Facilitators’ Faire
MAIL REGISTRATION FORM TO
Front Range Forum
Fort Collins Senior Center
1200 Raintree Drive
Fort Collins, CO 80526

SEND EMAIL REGISTRATIONS TO
		

mcclintockm@comcast.net

If you are registering by email, please be sure to
follow the outline of the registration form so that it
will be clear which course/courses you desire.

FRONT RANGE FORUM
Fort Collins Senior Center
1200 Raintree Drive
Fort Collins, CO 80526
Return Service Requested

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Meet the Facilitators

				

The Kick Off for Winter Registration
Wednesday, November 13, 2013
2:30 – 3:30 PM
at the
Fort Collins Senior Center

This is your opportunity to visit with the facilitators about their course offerings and to register for the 		
class/classes of your choice. Light refreshments will be served. If your Senior Center membership		
has expired, please pay $40 for both Senior Center ($25) and Front Range Forum 				
($15) dues. (FRF menbership will change to $20 on January 1, 2014). Otherwise, be prepared to renew 		
both memberships whenever you pay for the Senior Center. Both now will run for one full year from 		
the date of payment. Dues are paid at the Senior Center front desk; the Front Range Forum registrar		
no longer accepts payments for either the Senior Center dues or Front Range Forum membership.
Facilitator Vouchers - Facilitators please note that it is your responsibility to keep track of these.

