
City of Fort Collins Staff Presentation
For Alta Vista Neighborhood Meeting



Presentation Focus

• City Planning Efforts

• Public Participation, Outreach, and Comments

• Neighborhood Livability and Transportation Solutions

• Master Street Plan and Multi-Modal Network

• Drainage and Floodplain Improvements (NECCO)
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Master Planning Studies
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 Mountain Vista Subarea Plan
• Adopted 1999, Updated 2009

 Northside Neighborhoods Plan
• Adopted 2005

 North College Corridor Plan
• Adopted 1994, Updated 2007

 Master Street Plan
• Relocated Vine (Suniga) Adopted 2000
• Realigned Lemay dates back to the 1980’s



Public Participation

• Citizens Advisory Groups

• Stakeholder Groups
• Business Owners
• Neighborhoods

• Technical Advisory Committees

• Open Houses and Neighborhood Meetings
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Addressing Comments

• Post Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQ’s) to 
Project Website

• Comments Incorporated 
Into Approved Plans

• Communicated with City 
Council prior to Adoption
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Why Suniga and Realigned Lemay?

• Significant Train Delays associated 
with Switching Operations

• High number of Driveways accessing 
Vine and Lemay

• Substandard Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Connections
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Suniga and Realigned Lemay Planning
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* Vine Realignment is Suniga Road



What We Heard…..
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Suniga Road – College to Lemay
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• Budget 
Offers

• Waterline 
Projects

• NECCO



How Will Suniga Road be Built?
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• As a Capital Project or 
with Private Development

• Both Scenarios involve a 
Public Process and Input



Suniga Adjacent to Alta Vista
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• North Lemay 70’ from 
back of sidewalk to 
Rear Property Line

• South Lemay 65’



Park Planning
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NECCO (Storm Water Improvements)
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Alta
Vista



NECCO (Storm Water Improvements)
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NECCO (Storm Water Improvements)
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Contact Information

Tim Kemp Linsey Chalfant
City of Fort Collins City of Fort Collins 
Engineering Department Utilities
970-416-2719 970-416-2558
tkemp@fcgov.com lchalfant@fcgov.com

http://www.fcgov.com/engineering/vine-lemay.php
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Engineering 
281 North College Avenue 
P.O. Box 580 
Fort Collins, CO 80522.0580 
 

970.221.6605 
970.221.6378 - fax 
fcgov.com/engineering 

  

Planning, Development & Transportation 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

Topic:  Alta Vista Neighborhood Meeting 

When:  November 16, 2016 – 5:30pm to 7:00pm at City Streets Facility 

City Staff: Tim Kemp and Dean Klingner (Engineering), Cameron Gloss (Planning), and 

Linsey Chalfant (Utilities) 

 

 

Background: 

• An informational meeting was held in response to Service Area Requests (SAR’s) from Alta 

Vista residents 

o City Planning efforts surrounding the alignment of Suniga Road, focused on: 

� Mountain Vista Subarea Plan, Northside Neighborhoods Plan, North College 

Corridor Plan, and the Master Street Plan 

o Neighborhood participation and comments 

o Timing of the construction of Suniga Road 

o Start of construction for utility and drainage improvements in the area (NECCO) 

• Meeting notifications were mailed to every Alta Vista household, in English and Spanish 

• The City provided a Spanish translator at the meeting, this service was not needed 

 

Meeting Format: 

• Power Point presentation from City staff (attached),  followed by Q&A and group 

discussions with staff 

 

Executive Summary: 

• Building upon numerous planning efforts in this area, the alignment of Suniga Road is 

set and the City has been implementing these plans since 2009 

o Several underground utilities have been installed along the corridor 

o Master planned storm water improvements (NECCO) are under construction 

o Suniga Road was built with development between Blondel and Redwood 

• The buffer area (100’) between Alta Vista and Suniga Road has not been designed yet.  

The design of the buffer area will be incorporated into a public review and approval 

process.  

 

Comments / Questions: 

• Citizens asked for clarification regrading two Transportation Budget Offers (1.6 and 1.12) 

o Staff response:  Offer 1.6 “Lemay Realignment and Railroad Crossing Improvements 
Project”, this offer will complete the next critical steps in planning, design, and right-
of-way work for the Lemay realignment and railroad crossing.  Construction of 
realigned Lemay is not currently funded. 



 

o Staff response:  Offer 1.12“Suniga Road Improvements – College Avenue to Blondel 
Street”, this offer will complete the design, right-of-way acquisition, and construction 
of Suniga Road from College Avenue to Blondel Street 

• The neighborhood submitted a petition during the meeting and asked for the petition to be 

included in the public record. 

o Staff response:  The petition will be included into the public record.  The 100’ buffer 
referenced in the petition was negotiated by the Citizens Advisory Group during the 
Northside Neighborhoods Plan outreach process (adopted 2005).  A 30% engineering 
design of Suniga Road was completed in 2009.  This design set the final alignment of 
Suniga Road. 

• How are the neighborhood’s questions and comments documented during planning efforts? 

o Staff response:  Comments are collected by City staff during open house events, 
neighborhood meetings, Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meetings, Citizens 
Advisory Group (CAG) meetings, and through planning project websites.  Comments 
are included in the public record. 

• Will Suniga Road become the “new” truck route / truck bypass? 

o Staff response:  The City and the Colorado Department of transportation (CDOT) do 
not have any plans to change the designated truck route (State Highways 14 and 287).  
CDOT has stated that there will not be an interchange at Vine Drive and I-25.  Suniga 
Road will carry some truck traffic, similar to other 4-lane arterial streets within Fort 
Collins. 

• What happens to existing Vine and existing Lemay adjacent to Alta Vista? 

o Staff response:  Existing Vine and Lemay will be downgraded to local streets, adjacent 
to the Alta Vista neighborhood.   Staff is currently working through options and 
collecting feedback from the Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railway and the 
Public Utilities Commission (PUC).  Options will be presented to the public, for 
comment, as more information becomes available.  The project team is targeting a 
spring 2017 public meeting to share updated information. 

• Can Suniga Road move further north? 

o Staff response:  No, Suniga Road cannot move further north.  The City is currently 
negotiating the purchase of the Suniga Road right-of-way, supported by City Council 
through Ordinance No. 029, 2016.   Suniga Road will serve as the main east-west 
arterial street, replacing existing Vine Drive.  Suniga Road has also been planned as a 
major underground utility corridor.  Two large-diameter water lines have already 
been constructed under future Suniga Road, with additional underground utility 
construction occurring in 2017. 

• When will Suniga be built, adjacent to Alta Vista? 

o Staff response:  Given the pace of development in this area, staff would expect Suniga 
to be built with development within the next few years. 

• How will the neighborhood’s environmental questions be answered, regarding the 

construction of Suniga Road? 

o Staff response:  The City has a robust environmental review and approval process; for 
both capital construction projects and projects submitted through our development 
review  center.  Mitigation of environmental impacts will be a part of the public 
process. 

• What will the buffer area look like and how will the citizens have input on the design? 

o Staff response:  The buffer area between Alta Vista and Suniga Road has not been 
designed yet.  A concept was provided in the Northside Neighborhoods Plan (berm, 
trees, and trail area).  This area is on private property and will likely be designed with 



 

the development of the Schlagel property.  Citizens will have input during a 
development neighborhood meeting and the development approval process.  If Suniga 
is constructed as a future City capital project, citizens will have input during open 
house events and the plan approval process 

 

Attachments: 

• Power Point presentation PDF 

• Sign In Sheet PDF 

• Alta Vista Petition PDF 

 

Action Items: 

• Post materials to the project website 
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