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In her nearly four years as Mayor, Karen Weitkunat has worked with citizens, Council 

and City staff to make Fort Collins one of the most desirable cities to live, work and play 

in the nation. 

Dubbed “America’s Most Satisfied City” by Time magazine, Mayor Weitkunat has 

worked to retain, expand and attract businesses, improve the efficiency and effectiveness 

of transportation and ensure future generations are able to enjoy Fort Collins’ natural 

beauty through parks and trails. 

During her time in office, Mayor Weitkunat has overseen such high profile projects as the 

launch of the bus rapid transit system (MAX), Foothills Mall redevelopment and North 

College improvements. Mayor Weitkunat helped bring the largest event ever to town 

with the USA Pro Challenge, a successful bicycle race that brought global attention to the 

region. 

Elected to office as the Mayor in 2011 and re-elected on April 2, 2013, Mayor Weitkunat 

has also overcome adversity, facing two of the worst natural disasters in Fort Collins’ 

history: a devastating forest fire in 2012, followed by raging floods the next year.  She’s 

shared lessons learned from those natural disasters with other communities across the 

nation as a member of the President’s Climate Preparedness and Resilience Task Force.   

Prior to serving as the Mayor, Mayor Weitkunat previously served eight years on City 

Council representing District 2. Additionally, she served four years on the Fort Collins 

Planning and Zoning Board and various other boards and committees including the 

Poudre Fire Authority, Downtown Development Authority and the Housing Authority.  

Prior to moving to Fort Collins in 1976 from Wisconsin, Mayor Weitkunat earned a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Secondary Education and taught in both Wisconsin and Colorado 

school districts.  Since being in Colorado, Karen and her husband Tom have been small 

business owners. 

In her spare time Mayor Weitkunat enjoys gardening, exploring and bicycling throughout 

the state and city with five wonderful grandchildren. Mayor Weitkunat truly enjoys 

living, working and playing in the wonderful climate of Colorado and especially in the 

great city of Fort Collins. 


