
Ten Years of Business Innovation. 

2010 was another remarkable year for Climate Wise.  
Participation increased by 54 organizations and 
the program now supports more than 250 business 
partners. More importantly, partners in the program 
far exceeded the greenhouse gas reduction goal 
two years early by increasing the effectiveness of 
conservation projects—projects that saved them 
more than $13 million in 2010.

These accomplishments are sure signs of a 
successful program. But Climate Wise can celebrate 
more than just impressive statistics. The program 
has become a breeding ground for creative solutions 
to everyday business challenges. Participating 
partners are sharing ideas and best practices and 
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ways to reduce greenhouse gases and save money. 

Backed by strong relationships, solid data and 
innovative ideas, Climate Wise is leading our 
community toward increased sustainability. I look 
forward to its continued success.

Sincerely,

Darin Atteberry
City Manager

Ten Years of Business Innovation

fcgov.com/climatewise
(970) 221-6700

Climate Wise 

Seth Turner, Rivendell School 
2009 Partner

To build and serve an active group 
of businesses and organizations that 
is committed to making Fort Collins 
a world-class community through 
climate protection, environmental 
stewardship and economic vitality.

Climate Wise is fortunate to have 
a large and diverse group of 
organizations, Advisory committee, 
sponsors and volunteers committed 
to the success of the program and 
the community. With a decade of 
successful initiatives, Climate Wise 
business partners prove they can 
continually lessen their environmental 
impact while saving money. Through 
its leadership, the Climate Wise 
program serves as a shining example 
of effective public-private partnership  
that is now studied across the 
country as a model for catalyzing 
public awareness and business 
innovation.

In addition, program staff strive to 
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best practices and systematically 
improving operational effectiveness 
during a time of continued growth. 
In the coming years, our efforts will 
continue to empower our community 
with the skills and knowledge to 
help others through mentoring, peer 
networking, project implementation, 
planning and goal setting.

In 2011, Climate Wise staff moved 
to Fort Collins Utilities. This move 
will help provide important resources 
needed to support current and 
future Climate Wise businesses. 
The program also received three 
federal stimulus grants to help 
with operational costs, supporting 
program growth and future 
innovation.

Climate Wise staff seek to engage, 
inspire and mobilize organizations to 
help the community reach common 
goals together.

The successful Climate Wise 
program model was highlighted at 
three sessions, including one keynote 
address, at the Inaugural Conference 
of the Colorado Climate Network. 
The Network showcased successful 
programs from Utah and Colorado, 

with County commissioners, 
legislators, program managers 
and federal representatives in 
attendance.

Staff assisted with the Southwest 
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Colorado Industrial Energy 
Challenge, an energy reduction/goal 
setting program for large industrial 
and manufacturing businesses. 
Three Fort Collins businesses 
participated in the inaugural event: 
Avago Technologies, Woodward and 
New Belgium Brewing Company.

Fort Collins was ranked among the 
top 22 “2010 Smarter Cities” for its 
programs and investments in green 
energy by the Natural Resources 
Defense Council. 
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Climate Wise,  
Business Smart.
Climate Wise is a free, voluntary 
program to help businesses combine 
money saving practices with 
environmental protection. Now, the 
award-winning program supports 
more than 250 local businesses 
and organizations with their efforts 
to voluntarily reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions through waste 
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conservation and transportation 
reduction. These actions result in 
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partners such as public recognition, 
technical assistance, on-going 
business support, seminars, tools 
and resources for savings, peer 
networking opportunities, customer 
loyalty and employee pride.

Program Partners 
and Implemented Projects
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Climate Wise is now reporting in metric tons to be consistent with the City of Fort Collins Climate Action Plan.

Events and seminars.
Climate Wise annual Fall Fair.
More than 150 businesses were represented at the Fall Fair to learn topics 
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Through partner sponsorships, workshop costs were reduced by 63 percent. 

Full house at EnvirOvation 2010.
Climate Wise partners, guests and community members acknowledged and 
celebrated business achievements on April 8, 2010.

Reporting workshops and myClimateWise.
The myClimateWise database provides business partners with the ability to 
record projects, submit partner level documentation and manage their meeting 
attendance. The database makes tracking and reporting projects easier for 
partners and reduces program costs, saving Climate Wise staff approximately 
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the myClimateWise reporting workshops during last year.

Innovative practices. 
Smaller business partners were given Green Cones for composting, through   
a grant from the City of Fort Collins Natural Resources Department.
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assessment reports, program ideas, partner goals, matching new partners with 
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small businesses.

Climate Wise Fall Fair

43 business partners sponsored  
Bike-to-Work Day breakfast stations

myClimateWise reporting workshop

Climate Wise and the North Front 
Range MPO partnered to provide 
Lunch and Learn webinars about 
commuter tax opportunities, 
alternative transportation and electric 
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2010/2011 Grants.
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Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 
Federal Stimulus – offer technical  
assessment assistance to new     
and existing partners
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assistance with events, outreach 
and assessment administration
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myClimateWise database 

EnvirOvation–A Climate Wise Showcase

In 2010, the Climate Wise program 
grew by 54 organizations to include 
247 business partners. These 
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progress to the new goal by reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions by 
136,000 tons in 2010.

Partnerships.
The Fort Collins Area Chamber of 
Commerce partnered with Climate 
Wise to offer monthly Green In Action 
educational workshops with topics 
such as green marketing and building 
deconstruction methods.

The Northern Colorado Business 
Report and Climate Wise partner 
Cambon Studios published a special 
feature highlighting business partner 
successes. 
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Reductions by Source








