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Source ReductionSource Reduction
“…refers to any change in the design, 

manufacture, purchase, or use of 
materials or products (including 
packaging) to reduce their amount or 
toxicity before they become municipal 
solid waste. Source reduction also 
refers to the reuse of products or 
materials.” EPA



FrameworkFramework
• Reduce – Purchase less to save more

– Eliminate

– Look for durability

– Rethink needs

– Rethink use

– Reduce toxicity 



Framework 2Framework 2
• Reuse – Keep a good thing going

• Practice makes perfect

– Invest

– Change habits

– Organize

– Integrate systems

– Continue reuse

– Plan ahead

– Check recyclability

– Minimize packaging

Source: conservatree.org/paper/Choose/SRpurchasing.shtmlSource: conservatree.org/paper/Choose/SRpurchasing.shtml



StrategiesStrategies
• Printing to PDF

• Junk mail reduction

• Duplexing

• Backsides as note paper

• Reusable dishes, cups, glasses

• Reusable containers, bags

• Refillable ink cartridges

• Carpet tiles

• Electronic letterhead

• Leave grass clippings on lawn

• What else?



How to reportHow to report



Case StudiesCase Studies
• Todd Parker

Drahota Construction

• Alanna Trzcinski

Professional Document Solutions, Inc.
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Thank you!Thank you!


