
Natural Areas Department



To conserve and enhance lands with 
natural resource, scenic and agricultural 

values, while providing for education 
and recreation opportunities. 

Mission



Community 
Outreach

Land 
Conservation Stewardship



LAND CONSERVATION



Natural Areas 
(41 currently open to the public)

45 Local
4 Regional

Total: 36,300 acres 
(1-22,258 acres)

126 Miles of Trails
(18 miles of Paved Trail)

49



Soapstone
Prairie
Natural Area

Gateway
Natural Area

Picnic Rock
Colorado Parks & Wildlife

Bobcat Ridge
Natural Area
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Natural Area





Gateway
Natural Area



Soapstone
Prairie
Natural Area



SLIDE 14 FROM 2015





The Lindenmeier Site







Laramie Foothills: Mountains to Plains Project





Land Conservation: Focus Area

• wildlife habitat
• recreation 
• education
• scenic views
• watershed 
protection

• floodplains

• agriculture
• community 
separators

• archeological
• historical

Conservation Values



Land Conservation 
Purchases: 
$87,046,000

Regional

Community Separator

Local



Land Conservation 
Acreage: 
43,109

Local

Community Separator

Regional



Total Acres
Per Year
1993-2016



 Local
 Foothills
 Community Separators

Priorities for the next 
10 Years of 
Land Conservation



STEWARDSHIP



Department Management

Department Management





Land Management







Resource Management



Vegetation 
and Soil 

Management
Land Preparation Planting and Seeding

Erosion Control Restoring Ecological Processes



Restoration



Wildlife Management



Natural Areas and Trails Rangers



Prevention and Response



Patrol of Natural Areas 
and Trails



Public Improvements



126 Miles



Trail Construction and Maintenance















Recreational Opportunities



















Facility Operations



Nix Farm



Primrose Studio



Bobcat Ridge

FCRNA Ranger Office/Shop

Gateway



COMMUNITY OUTREACH



Interpretive Signs



Printed Materials



Media Outreach



Programs by Staff Educators



Programs by Master Naturalists



Volunteer Projects



Volunteer Appreciation



FUNDING



Open Space Yes!

1996 HPOS Larimer 
County 1/4 Cent Sales Tax

Miscellaneous Income

2017 Budgeted Revenue
$13,087,136



2017 Budgeted Expenditures
$12,720,629

Land Conservation
Resource Management
Public Improvements
Facility Operations
Rangers
Land & Water Management
Department Management Education



the end


