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RESIDENTIAL SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SYSTEMS 
Small-Scale PV Systems of Less than 10 kw of Output Power 

 
 

1. Obtain a PV installation building permit, issued at the Building Services office at 281 N. College 
Ave., Fort Collins. Additional information and Solar Permit Application Forms can be found at; 
http://www.fcgov.com/building/res-requirements.php 

2. Concurrent to building department permit submittal, the PV system must be reviewed by Fort 
Collins Utilities – Obtain interconnection application at www.fcgov.com/solar-rebates . 

3. The permit application must contain: 
a. Two copies of an electrical “one-line” diagram, stamped by a State of Colorado 

Professional Engineer or, reviewed and signed by a Ft. Collins licensed electrical 
contractor. Electrical plans shall include the source circuitry and wiring size, make and 
model of the inverter, including the inverter output, all disconnects, size and locations. 
Permit review may be expedited by submitting a standardized system description – 
see  http://www.solarabcs.org/about/publications/reports/expedited-permit/ and look for 
link to fill-in forms near the top of the page. The City of Fort Collins will allow expedited 
reviews for residential flush roof mounted PV installations generally completed within 3 
business days.   
(Fort Collins Utilities interconnection review - Prior or concurrently to Building Dept. 
solar permit application provide to Fort Collins Utilities an interconnection application 
and system layout and one-line circuit diagram by email to utilities@fcgov.com. For 
further information contact Todd Musci, tmusci@fcgov.com or call 970-416-6157.)  
Using the “Expedited Permit” forms may negate the need for a professional’s stamp, but 
the installation will still need oversight by a City registered electrical contractor. 

b. Two copies of construction plans showing the size and location of the solar panels. 
Panels shall be listed and labeled by an approved third-party agency. 

c. Roof-mounted panels elevated above the roof plane, the support structure and panels 
shall be designed by a State of Colorado Professional Engineer showing compliance with 

      anchorage to withstand 100 MPH-Exposure B wind loads. 
d.   Ground-mounted panels shall be designed by a State of Colorado Professional Engineer 

       showing compliance with anchorage to withstand 100 MPH-Exposure B wind loads. 
4. The PV system shall be installed by either a City licensed solar contractor, licensed electric 

contractor or the owner/occupant installing the system on their primary residence. 
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