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(Revised 2/4/2015)
Basement Finish Standard Requirements 

 

Based on the 2012 International Residential Code. 
 

You have been issued a permit to finish or remodel your basement. The following items will give you a 
list of some of the basic code requirements for which you are responsible.  

City of Fort Collins Building Inspectors will confirm compliance at the time of your inspections. 
 
1.  Basements and each sleeping room shall be provided with an egress window. Refer to the Egress Window 

Detail on page 4 of this handout. Adding or altering windows in the foundation requires additional plan review. 
2.  Minimum ceiling height is 7 feet. 
3.  Each new bedroom requires a smoke detector. New smoke detectors shall be connected to the existing house 

smoke detector system if present. If no interconnected smoke detector system is present, battery-operated 
smoke detectors are acceptable. 

4.  A carbon monoxide alarm is required in the vicinity outside of the bedrooms. 
5.  All new electric work must comply with the electric provisions of the 2012 IRC or current National Electric Code 

(NEC). Arc fault protection and tamper resistant receptacles are required. 
6.  Electric general use receptacle outlets in required rooms shall be installed at any wall space of 2’ wide or more, 

within 6’ of any door or opening in the wall, and at counters of 1’ wide or more. Receptacles shall be installed at 
intervals not to exceed 12’ between general purpose wall receptacles and 4’ between countertop receptacles. 
Distance between receptacles is measured horizontally along the floor/wall line. 

7.  Electrical outlets at bathroom and wet bar counters shall be GFCI protected. 
8.  Provide one GFCI protected receptacle in the mechanical room. 
9.  Provide fire blocking in framed walls at ceilings, soffits, and furred walls at 10’ intervals. See attached Fire 

Blocking Details on page 3 of this handout. 
10. All exterior walls shall be insulated to R15 minimum and covered with gypsum wallboard or durable material. 
11. Enclosed useable space under the stairs shall be protected by ½” gypsum wallboard at minimum. 
12. Provide mechanical room with combustion air. See attached Combustion Air Chart on page 4 of this handout. 
13. Bathrooms shall be provided with an exhaust fan ducted to the exterior of the house. 
14. Access to mechanical rooms shall not be through a bedroom or bathroom, except when the access door is solid 

(i.e.: no louvres), gasketed on all sides, and equipped with a self-closing device. 
15. Mechanical return air should be provided in each room for better comfort. 
16. Natural ventilation is required for all habitable rooms through windows, doors, louvres, or other approved 

openings to the outdoor air. The openable area shall not be less than 4% of the floor area being ventilated. 
17. Any installed fireplace or heating equipment shall be either electric or gas, vented to the outside and installed in 

accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications. 
18. Separate permits shall be required for solid fuel (wood or pellet) burning appliances. 
19. Newly installed plumbing fixtures that require under slab work shall be protected by an approved backwater 

valve. 
20. Low flow plumbing fixtures are required (i.e.: 1.28 gpf toilet; 2.0 gpm shower head; 1.5 gpm faucet). 
21. If the basement has fire sprinkler system heads installed, please notify Building Services. Include both existing 

and proposed locations of heads on submitted plans. 

Homeowner Notice regarding contractor licensing requirements: Except for supervised, unpaid volunteers; 
City Ordinance Chapter 15, Article V stipulates that individuals performing work for which monies or goods are paid 
in exchange are considered contractors and are required to be licensed with the City of Fort Collins. 








